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$73,DWARD the Second;eldeſt Son of Edward 
+= the Firſt and Elenor the vertuous Siſter of the 
8&7 Caſtilian King, was born at Carnarwan * ; and i; why 25. 

I); in the moſt reiplendant pride of his age, | 
: immediately after the deceaſe of his noble 
Father, crowned King of England + The principal Lea- |+ Fu: 
ders of the Rebellious Welſhmen, Fluellen and Meredith, | *3%7- 
being taken and executed, the Combuſtions of the Cam- 
bro-britains were quieted and ſettled in an uniform Obe- 
dience. The Scots, by the reſignation of Balio}, che cx-| 


ecution of Wallis, and the expulſion of Bruce their pre-| 
rended King, were reduced to their firſt Monarchy , and 
brought to an abſolute ſubyection, at ſuch time as he took 


| upon him the Regiment of this then glorious Kingdom, 
| It we may credit the moſt antient Hiſtorians that ſpeak 
| of the Princes and Paſſages of thoſe times , this Royal 
| Branch was of an Aſpe& fair and lovely , carrying in his 
| outward appearance many promiſing Predictions of a fin- 
| gular expeGation. But the judgment, not the eye, muſt 
| have the preheminence in point of Calculation and Cen- 
ſure. The {fmootheſt waters are for the moſt part moſt 
| deep and dangerous ; and the goodlieſt Bloſſoms nipt by 

an unkindly Froſt, wither, or produce their fruit ſowre 
or unwholſome : which may properly imply , That the 
viſible Calendar is not the true Character of inward Per- 
tection ; evidently proved in the Life, Raign, and _ | 
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As 


T he Raign and Death of 


Edw. 1's 
Care IN C- 
ducating, 
his Son. 


of this xnfortunate Monarch. His Story ſpeaks the Mor- 
ning fair, the Noon-tide eclipſed, and the ſad Evening of 
his Life more memorable by his untimely Death and Ru- 
ine. He could not have been ſo unworthy a Son of fo 
noble a Father, nor ſo inglorious a Father of ſo excellent 
a Son, 1t either Vertue or Vice had been hereditary. Our 
Chronicles, as they parallel not him in his licentious Er- 
rours , ſo do they rarely equal the Wiſdom and Valour 
of the one that went before , and the other that imme- 
diately ſucceeded him. Neither was this degenerate 
Corruption in him tranſcendent from the womb that bare 
him, fince all Writers agree his Mother to be one of the 
moſt pious and illuſtrious pieces of Female-goodneſs that 
is regiſtred in thoſe memorable Stories of all our Royal 
Wedlocks. But the divine Ordinances are mſcrutable, 


and not to be queſtioned ; it may elſe ſeem juſtly wor-| 


thy admiration, how ſo crooked a Plant ſhould ſpring 
from a Tree ſo great and glorious. His younger years 
diſcovered a fottly, ſweet, and milde temper, pliable e- 
nough to the impreſſions of Vertue ; when he came to 
write Man, he was believ'd over-liberally wariton, but 
not extreamly yicious. The Royal honour of his Birth- 
right was ſcarcely inveſted 1m his perſon, when Time (the 
Touchſtone of Truth ) ſhews him to the world a meer 
Impoſture ; in Converſation light, in Condition way- 
ward, in Wall violent , and in Paſſion furious and irre- 
conciliable. 


Edward, h's valiant and prudent Father, had, by the 


Wiſdom and Providence, laid him the ſure foundation 
of a happy Monarchy ; making it his laſt and greateſt 
care to continue it ſo in his ſucceſſion. This caus'd him 
to employ his beſt underftanding and labour for the en- 
abling of his Son , that he might be powerful, fit, and 
worthy to perfect this great Work,and preſerve it. And 


Wars, to teach him the right uſe of Arms, which are to 


be 
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glory of his victorious Arms , and the excellency of his | 


from this Conſideration he leads him to the Scotch | 
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be managed as well by diſcretion as valour, and the ad- 
vantage of time and opportunity , which lead humane 
Actions by the hand to their perteCtion. Here he like- 
wile inſtrudts him with thoſe more excellent Rules of 
Knowledge and Diſcipline , that he might exaftly know 
what it was, and how to obey betore he came to com- 
mand. Laſtly, he unlocks the Cloſet of his heart, and 
lays before him thoſe ſame Arcana Imperii and ſecret my- 
ſteries of State, which are onely proper to the Royal O- 
perations, and lie not in the road of Vulgar knowledge ; 
yet letting him withal know, that all theſe were too 


| weak to ſupport the burthen of a Crown, if there be not 


a correſpondent worth in him that wears it. Waiththeſe 
grave Principles the prudent Father opening the way, ſoon 
perceives he had a remaining task of a much harder tem- 
per ; with an unwilling eye he beholds in his Son many 
{ad remonſtrances which intimate rather a natural vicious 
inclination, than the corruption of time,or want of ability 
to command it. Unleſs theſe might be taken off and 
cleanſed, he imagines all his other Cautions would be uſe- 


| leſs and to little purpoſe. The pruning of the Branches 


would improve the Fruit little, where the Tree was tain- 
ted in the root with ſo foul a Canker. Too well he 
knew how ditficult a thing it was to invert the courle of | - 
Nature, eſpecially being confirm'd by continuance of pra- 
ice, and made habituary by cuſtom : yet he leaves no 
means unatrempted ; being confident that Wedlock, or 
the ſad weight of a Crown , would in the ſenſe of Ho- 
nour call him in time off to thoughts more innocent and 
noble. Tenderneſs of Fatherly affection abus'd ſome- 
what his belief, and made him give his diſorderly ations 
the beſt conſtruction, which ſuggeſts their progreſlion to 
flow from heat of Youth, want of Experience, and the 
wickedneſs of thoſe that fed him with ſo baſe impreſſions ; 
which, with all thoſe ſweet and milde intreaties that {pring 
from the heart of an eſſential love, he ſtrives to reclaim, 


intermixing withal as great a paternal ſeverity as might 
| properly 
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properly ſute the condition of a judicious Father, and the 
dignity of the Heir apparent of ſo great and glorious a 
Kingdom. And to make him more apt and fit to receive 
and follow his inſtructions, he takes from him thoſe tain- 
ted humours of his Leproſie , that ſeduced the eaſineſs of 
his nature, and miſ-led his unripe knowledge, too green 
to maſter ſuch {weet and bewitching temptations. Ga- 
veſton his Ganymede, a man as baſe in Birth as in Condi- 
tion , he commandeth to perpetual Exile. This Syren 


( as ſome write ) came out of Gaſcoign ; but the Author 


whom I moſt credit and follow, ſpeaks him an Falzar ; 
not guilty of any drop of Noble blood ; neither could 
he trom the height of his Hereditary hope, challenge 
more than a bare ability to live; yet his thoughts were 
above meaſure ambitious and aſpiring, and his confidence 
far greater than became his Birthright. Nature in his 
outward parts had curiouſly expreſt her workmanſhip, gi- 
ving him in ſhape and Beauty fo perfe&tan excellence, that 
the moſt curious eye could not diſcover any manifeſt er- 
rour, unleſs it were in his Sex alone, fince he had tos 
much for a man, and Perfeftion enough to have equal'd 
the faireſt Female ſplendour that breath'd within the 
Confines of this Kingdom. Though in the abilities of 
the Brain he were ſhort of a deep and ſolid Knowledge, 
yet he had Underſtanding enough to manage his ways to 


| their beſt advantage 3 having a ſmooth Tongue, an hum- 


ble Look, and a winning Behaviour, which he could at all 
times faſhion and vary according to the condition of time 
and circumſtance, for the moſt advantage. The youthful 
Prince having fixed his wandring eye upon this pleafing 
Object, and finding his amorous Glances entertained 
with ſo gentle and well-becoming a modeſty, begins 
dearly to cheriſh the growing Aﬀections of this new For- 
raign Acquaintance ; who applies himſelf wholly to win 
him to a deeper Engagement. A ſhort paſſage of time 
had ſo cemented their hearts, that they ſeem'd to beat 
with one and the ſelf-ſame motion ; ſo that the one ſeem'd 

| with- 
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withour the othey; then Body without a Soul, or a Slia- | 
| dow without a ukinns: Gas veſton, the more to aſlure 
| lo gracious a Maſter, ſtrives to fit his humour, leaving his 
| Honour to his own proteQion, {econding his wanton "ac 
polition with all thoſe bewitching Vanities of licentious 
and unbridled Youth , which in ſhort time, by the fre- 
quencie of practice, begets ſuch a confidence, that they 
fall trom that relerved ſecrecy which ſhould fhodiow acti- 
ons 10 unworthy , profetling freely a debaucht and dil- 
ſolute kind of boluviens , to the ſhame and ſorrow of 
the grieved King and Kingdom. This haſtened on the 
Sentence of his Baniſhment, that thought himſelt then moſt 
{ecure 1n the aſſurance of the Princes favour. The me- 
| anchol y apparitions of their parting,gave the world a firm 
belict that this inchanting Mountebank had in the Cabi- 
net of his Maſters hcart, too dear a room and being. 
The King knowing ſuch impreſſions are eaſily won, but 
hardly loſt, ſtrives to take him off by degrees, and la- 
bours to ks him wave the memory of that dotage 
which with a divining Spirit he foreſaw in time would 
be his ruine. But death overtakes him before he could 
bring this ſo good a Work to full perfetion. The time 
was Come that exa@s the Tribute of Nature commanding 
him to reſi igne both his Eſtate and Kingdom. When he 
felt thoſe cold fore-running Harbingers of his nearly- 
approaching End , he thus intreats his Son and Lords, 
whoſe watry eyes ingirt his glorious Death-bed, 


Edward, the time draws near that calls me to my Grave, 
you to enjoy this Kingdom. If you prove good, with bappi- 
neſs * tis yours, and you will ſo preferve it ; if otherwiſe, my 
Pains and Glory will be your Diſhonour. To be a Ki ng, z 
3s the gift of Nature ; and Fortune makes him ſo that 3s by 
Conqueſt ; but Royal Goodneſs 3s the gift of Heaven hat bleſ- 
ſeth Crowns with an Immortal Glory. Believe not wainly 
that ſo great a Calling is given to man to warrant his diſ- 
order. It 3s a Bleſſing, yet a weighty Burthen, which ( if 

C abuſed) 
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abuſed ) breaks his back that bears it. Tour former Er- 


rours, now continued, are no more yours, they are the Kings, 
which will betray the Kingdom. The Soveraigns Vice be- 
gets the SubjeSts Errour, who practiſe good or ill by his Ex- 
ample. Can you in Juſtice puniſh them for that whereof your 
ſelf are guilty ® But you, perhaps, may think your ſelf ex- 
empt, that are above the Law. Alas, miſt ake not ; there arc 
Inun&tions higher far than are your own, will crave a Rec- 
koning. To be belov'd, ſecures a ſweet Obedience ; but fear 
betrays the heart of true Subjection, and makes your People 
yours but by Compulſion. Majeſtick thoughts, like Elemental 
fire, ſhould tend ſtill upwards; when they ſink lower than 
their Sphere , they win Contempt and Hatred. Adwance 
and cheriſh thoſe of ancient Bloud and Greatneſs : Opftarts 
are rais'd with Envy, kept with Danger. Tou nuſt pre- 
ſerve a well-reſpefed diſtance, as far from Pride, as from too 
looſe a Baſeneſs. Maſter your Paſſtrons with a noble temper ; 
ſuch Trinmphs makes the Vitor conquer others. See here 
the Ruines of a dying Scepter, that once was, as you are, a 
youthful Bloſſom. I had not liv'd to ſee this ſnowy Winter, 
but that 1 wean'd my heart from vain Temptations ; my 
Judgment, not my Eye, did fteer my Compaſs, which gave 
my Youth this Age that ends in Glory. I will not ſay, you 
too too long bawe wander'd, though my ſad heart hath droopt' 
to ſee your Errour. The time now fitly calls you home ; em- 
brace it : for this advantage hoſt , is after hopeleſs. Your 
Firſt-fruit muſt make good your Worth ; if that miſcarry, 
you wound your Subjects Hopes and your own Glory. Thoſe 
wanton Pleaſures of wild Youth unmaſter d , may no more 
touch the werge of your affe&iions. The Royal Aftions muſt be 
grave and ſteady, ſince leſſer Lights are fed by their Exantple : 
ſo great a Glory muſt be pure tranſparent, that hand to hand 
encounters Time and Envy. Caſt off your former Conſorts ; 
if they ſway you, ſuch an unnoble Preſident will ſhake your 
Peace, and wound your Honour. Tour wanton Mimion T ſo 
lately baniſht, call you not back, I charge you on my Bleſſing : 
for bis return will haſten your deſtruction. Such Cankers 


8; may 
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may not taſte yenr ear or favour, but in a modeſt and chaſt | 
proportion. Let true-born Greatneſs manage great Employ- 
ments ; they are moſt fit that have a native goodneſs. Mu- 
ſhroms in State that are preferr'd by dotage, open the Gap to 
Hate and Civil Tumnlt. You cannot juſily blame the Great 
ones Murmur, if they command that are ſcarce fit to ſerve 
them ; ſuch ſudden leaps nmft break his neck that ventures, 
and ſhake that Crown which gives his Wings their motion. 
And you, my Lords, that witneſs this laſt Summons, you in 
whoſe Loyal hearts your Soveraign flouriſht, continue ſtill a 
| ſweet and wvertnons Concord ; temper the heat of my youthful 
Succeſſor that he may prove as good, as great in Title. Main- 
tain the Sentence was by me pronounced ; keep ſtill that Vi- 
per hence that harbours miſchief : if he return, I fear "twill 
be your Ruine. It is my laſt Requeſt; I, dying, make it, | 
which 1 do firmly hope you will not blemiſh. I would ſay | 


more, but, ah, my Spirits fail me. 


With this, he fainting, ſwoons; at length: recovers, 
and fadly ſilent, longs to hear their Anſwer. His weeping 
Son and heavy drooping Barons, do mutually proteſt a 
ſtrict Obſervance, and vow to keep, with truth, this grave |rh,, gyear 
Injunction. His jealous Spirit is not yet contented, until jnot to recal 
they binde it with an Oath, and {wear performance. [9% 
Scarce was it ended , when he mildly leaves the world 
more confident than he had cauſe ; as a ſhort patfage of 
time made plain and evident. Dead mens Preſcriptions 
ſeldom tie the living, where Conſcience awes not thoſe 
that are intruſted. Mortuz non mordent , which gives to 
humane frailty a ſeeming uncontrouled power of ſuch 
Injuſtice. To truſt to Vows or Oaths, is equal hazard ; 
he that will wound his Soul with one, can wave the 0- 
ther. If Vertue, Goodneſs, and Religion tye not, a, 
Death-bed Charge and folemn Oaths are fruitlels. Here 
you may ſee it inſtanc'd : This great King, as wile as 
fortunate, living, had the Obedience of a Father and a 
Soveraign ; who, ſcarcely cold in his Mother Earth, was | 

| ſoon 


mm 
— 


_ _ 
Mae —_— 
—  —— 
” 


bod wa” —tOme 


|—— 


8 | 


7 be Raign and Death of 


| 


- — — 


The yourg 
King trou- 
bled at his 
Oath, 


tary during the Scoriſh Wars,would handic] the Maiden- 


— 


fn 


ſoon loſt in the memory both of Son and Subject. His 
Funeral-tears 


( the fruits of torm rather than truth )' 
newly drycd up, and h15 Ceremomal Rites ended, Is 

Hcir aflumcs the Crown and Sccpter : ; while all mens 
eyes were fixed to bchold the firft Virein-works of his : 
Greatneſs : lo many glorious and brave vicorious Con- | 
| queſts having even "this \Varlike Nation lite ard {pirit fit 
tor preſent AGion. The youthtul King being 1 in the bra- | 
very of his ycars, won a belict in the a&izve Souldier, that 


ſoapt a Scholar as he had ſhew'd himſelf in the Art Mili- 


Do + OD oor ——_— 


head of his Crown with ſome Out-ringing Larum that 
might waken the Neighbour-Provinces, and make them 
know his Power. Burt his inglorious Aims were bent a- 
nother way ; neither to ſettle his own, or conquer 0- 
thers. He had within his breaſt an unnatural Civil War 
which gains the firſt preheminence in his Reſolution. 
His care 1s to quiet theſe in a Courſe wholly unjuſt, and 
moſt unworthy his proper goodneſs. Seeing himſelf 
now free and abſoJute, he thinks it not enough, unleſs his 
Wil as well as his Power, were equally obey'd. Being 
a Son and a Subject, his Conformity had witnels'd his Obe- 
dience ; being now a Soveraign and a. King, he expects 
a Correſpondence of the ſeli-lame nature. The ſad Re- 
ſirictions of his dying Father, ſo contrarious to his aims, 
trouble his unquiet thoughts ; where the Idea of his ab- 
ſent love did hold ſo firm a fooring. With eaſe he can 
diſpence with his own engagement ; but fears the Lords, 
whom he conceits too firmly tixt to waver. He dares 
not Comm unicate the depth of his Reſolution, being a 
{ſecret of too great weight to be divulged ; he chinks in- 
treaty an act too much beneath him ; and to attempt at 
random, tull of hazard. In theſe his reſtleſs paſſions, he 
out-runs the Honey-month of his Empire ; looking a{quint 
upon the nec-flary Actions of State, that requir 'd his more | 
vigilant care and foreſight. This kind of reclus'd beha- 


viour makes him unplealant to his Lords, and nothin 
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plauſible to the inferiour fort of SubjeQts, who expe the 
beginning Acts of a Crown to be affable and gracious; 
which wins ground by degrees on vulgar AﬀeGtions, ma- 


ſteems this as a work of Supererogation , believing the 
bare Tye of Duty was enough , without confirmation : 
all his choughts are entirely fixt upon his Gaveſton z with- 
out him he cannot be, yet how to get him handſomly, 
withour a Scar, 1s quite without his knowledge. He 


juſtice, that confines the King from the free ute and pol- 
{cflion of his neareſt and deareſt Aﬀection ; and cannot 
imagine 1t to be reaſon, that his private Appetite ſhould 
ſubſcribe to publick neceſſity. In theſe kind of imaginary 
Diſputations, he brings himſelt to the height of ſuch an 
inward agitation, that he falls into a lad retired Melan- 
choly ; while all men ( as they juſtly might ) won- 
der'd, but few did know the reaſon : Amongft theſe, a 
Page of his Chamber, one that had an oyly tongue (a fit 


this diſeaſed Paſſion. This green States-man, with a fore- 
rizht look, ſtrives rather to pleaſe,than to adviſe; caring 
not what ſucceeds, ſo he may make it the Stair of his 
Preferment. The Court-corruption ingenders a world 
of theſe Caterpillers, that, to work their own ends, value 
not at oue blow to hazard both the King and Kingdom. 
The Errour is not ſo properly theirs, as their Maſters, 
who do countenance and advance {uch Sycophants ; lea- 
ving the integrity of hearts more honeſt (that would fa- 
criftice themſelves in his Service in the true way of Ho- 
nour ) wholly contemn'd and neglected : which hath 
begotten ſo many deſperate Convullions, that have ( as 
we may finde in our own Stories ) depoſed divers glo- 
rious Kings from their proper Dignity, and lawful Inhe- 
ritance. There are too many frequent Examples what 


| miſchief ſuch Paraſitical Minions have wrought to thoſe 


ſeveral States they liv'd in; and certainly ſuch Revolu- 


| D tions 


king the way ſure to a willing Obedience. But he e-| 


concludes it in his ſecret Revolutions, too great an In- | 


inſtrument for ſuch a Phyſician ) adventures the care of | 
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The Raign and Death of 


tions ſucceed by a neceſſary and inevitable Juſtice : for 
where the Royal Ear is fo guided, there enſues a general 
Subverſion of all Law and Goodneſs ; as you may be- 
hold here evidently in this unfortunate King, who wil- 


lingly entertains this fawning Orator, that thus preſents 
his Counſel. 


Are you a King ( Great Sir ) and yet a Subject ? can 


you Command, and yet muſt yield Obedience ? Then leave 
your Scepter. The Law of Nature gives the pooreſt their 


AﬀeStions ; are you reſtrained ® It is your own Jnjuſtice 
that makes your Will admit this ſeparation : if you com- 
mand, who dares controul your AFfiions, which ought to 
be obeyed, and not diſputed * Say that your wayward Lords 
do frown, or unrnmur, will you for this forbear your own 
Contentment ? One rough Majeſtick glaunce will charm their 
anger. Admit great Edward did command Obedience, he 
then was King, your Sovereign, and your Father ; he now 


is dead, and you enjoy his Power ; will you yet flill obey and 


ſerve his ſhadow *® His Vigour dull'd with Age, could not 


ive Laws to ſuit your Touth and Spirit ; nor is it proper 
that the Regal Power be made a ftranger t5 his own Con- 
tentment , or be debarrd from inward Peace and Quiet. 


' | Did you but truely know what 'tis to be a Monarch, you'ld 


be ſo to your ſelf as well as others. What do you fear, or 
what 3s it reſtrains you ? A ſeeming Danger, more in ſhew 
than ſubſtance. Wiſe men that finde their aims confin'd 
to hazard, ſecure the worſt before they give them ation. 
You have a Kingdoms Power to back, a Will to puide it ; 
Can private fear ſuggeſt to ſhake it ® Alas, they cannot, 
if your felf were conftant : Who dares oppoſe, if you com- 
mand Obedience I deny not, if” you be faint or flagger, 
you may. be croſt and curb'd by that advantage, that gives 
their moving-beart ſhew of Juſtice. Ton wnderfland your 
ſelf, and feel your nb ak if they be ſuch as will not brook 
denial, why do you dally,or delay to right them ? The more 
you paiſe your doubts, the more they double, and make things 


worſe 


> 
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ſolution : If that be fixt, there needs no more diſputing, but 
fuch as beſt may bring it to perfection. 


I” 


worſe than they or are, or can be : appearing like your ſelf, 
theſe clouds will vaniſh, and then you'll ſee and know your 

r errour. Will you vouchſafe my truſt, I'll fetch him 
hither, whoſe abſence gives you ſuch a ſad diftrafion : Tou 
may the while ſecure his entertainment with ſuch a ſtrength, 
may warrant your proceedings. "Twere madneſs to ask 
leave to at Tranſgreſſions, where Pardon may be had when 
they are atted. If you do ſeek conſent from your great Ba- 
rons, they'll dare deny ; which is nor fault, nor Treaſon ; 
and in that a5} you foil your hopes and ation, which gives 
their oppoſition ſhew of Juſtice. But 'tis in vain toplead 
the grounds of Reaſon, ſince 'tis your Will muſt give the re- 


When this ſmooth Phyſician had preſcribed fo fic a 
Balſamum tor fo foul a Wound, the King ſeems infinitely 
pleaſed in his relation ; he had hit his delires in the 
Maſter-vein, and firuack his former Jealouſie between 
wind and water, fo that it ſank in the inſtant : his love- 
ſick Heart became more free and frolick; which ſudden 
mutation begat as great a wonder. The Operations of 
the Fancy tranſport ſometimes our Imagination to behieve | 
an actual poſſeſſion of thoſe things we moſt defire and 
hope for ; which gives ſuch a life to the dejected Spirits 
of the Body, that in the inſtant they ſeem cloathed in a 
new Habit. Such was the condition of this wanton King, 
that in this bare overture, conceits the fruition of his be- 
loved Damon, and apprehends this Golden Dream to be 
an eſſential part of his fantaftique Happineſs. He heaps 
a world of promiſes and thanks on the Relator, letting 
him know, he waits but a fitting opportunity to give this 
project life and aftion. It is a politique part of Court- 
wildome, to infinuate and lay hold of all the befitting | 
opportunities, that may claw the Prince's humour that is 
naturally yain-glorious or vicious ; there is not a more 


ready and certain way of advancement,if it do ſhake hands | 
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The King 
ſends for 
Gaveſton. 
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with Modeſty, and appear with an undaunted, impudent 
boldneſs. He that will be a Courtier, and contains him- 
elf within the modeſt temperance of pure Honeſty, and 
not intrude himſelf before he be called, may like a Sea- 
mark ſerve to teach other men to ſteer their Courſe, 
while he himſelf ſticks faſt, unmoved, unpitied. All the } 
Abilities of Nature, Art, Education, are uſeleſs, if the 
be tyed to the links of Honeſty, which hath little or no 
ſociety in the Rules of State or Pleaſure, which as they 
are unlimited, walk in the by-way from all that is good 
or vertuous. 

If this Butterfly had truly laid before his unhappy Ma- 
ſter, what it had been to break the Injunctions of a dy- 
ing Father, to falſifie ſuch Vows and Oaths ſo ſolemnly 
{worn , and to irritate the greateſt Peers of the Kingdom 
with ſo unworthy an action, (which had been the Duty 
of a Servant of his Maſters Honour truely careful) he 
had felt the Reward of ſuch plain dealing, either with 
Scorn, Contempt , or Paſſion ; whoſe flattering falſe- 
hood wins him ſpecial Grace and Favour, and gains the 
title of an able Agent. 

Some few days paſs, which ſeem'd o're Tong, betore 
the King exaGts a ſecond tryal. In the interim, to take 
away all jealouſie, he enters into the buſineſs of the 
Kingdom, and with a ſeeming . ſerious care ſurveys cach 
paſſage, and not ſo much as ſighs, or names his Gawa- 
fton ; doubting it in his way he were diſcovered, there 
might be ſome croſs-work might blaſt his proje&t : He 
knew how eaſie 'twas (if once ſuſpected) to take awa 
the Cauſe might breed a difference: What could ſo 
poor a ſtranger do that might protect him” againſt or pu- 
blick Force, or private Miſchief, either of which he knew 
would be attempted, before the Lords would ſuffer his 
repriſal ? When all was whiſht and quiet, and all mens 
eyes were fixed upon the preſent, he calls his truſty 
Roger to his private preſence, and after ſome Inſtructions | 
throws him his Purſe, and bids him haſte ; he knew his 


Errand. | 


EDWARD the Second, 


< 


Errand. The wily Servant knows his Maſters meaning, 
and leaves the Court, pretending juſt occaſion, proud 
of umployment poſting on his Journey. The King ha- 
ving thus 'far gone, muſt now go onward ; he knew 
that long it could not be concealed ; ſuch allivag cannot 
reſt in ſleepy ſilence; which made him think it fit to be 
the firſt Reporter. This makes him ſend and call his 
Council, who ſoon are ready, and attend his Summons ; 
where he makes known the tury of his Paſſions, and tells 
the way that he had taken to eaſe them. So ſtrange an 
a&t begets as great a wonder ; they un voce labour to 
divert him, and humbly plead his Fathers laſt Injunction, 
to which their Faichs were tyed by deep Engagement. 
They urge the Law that could not be diſpens'd with, 
without a publick breach of his preſcription. They 
{peak the Vows and Oaths they all had taken, which in 
conſenting would make them falſe and perjur'd. This 
working nothing, they entreat him he would a while 
adjourn his reſolution ; time might happily finde out a 
way might give him content, and yet might fave their 
Honours. His jealous fear ſuſpeds this modeſt anſwer ; 
a temporizing muſt increaſe his forrow, while they ſo 
warned might work a ſure prevention. Being thus at 
plunge, he ſtrives to make it ſure, and win his Will, or 
looſe his Juriſdiction. Though he were naturally of a 
ſuſpicious and timerous Nature, yet ſeeing now the inte- 
reſt of his Power at ſtake on the ſucceſs of this Overture, 
he lays aſide his effeminate diſpoſition, and with angry 
Brow, and ſtern Majeſty, doth thus diſcourſe his plea- 


{ure. 


Am I your King * If ſo, why then obey me ; leſt while 
you teach me Law, I learn you Duty. Know, I am firmly 
bent, and will not vary. If you and all the Kingdome frown, 
T care not : Ton muſt enjoy your own affeHions, I not ſo much 
as queſtion or controul them; but I that am your Sovereign, 
muſt be tutor d to love and like alone by your diſcretion. Do 


not 


Acquaints 
his Coun- 
cil there- 
with;zwho 
labour to 
divert him. 


His angry 
Reply. 
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| not miſtake, I am not now in Wardſbip, nor will be chalkt 
out ways to guide my fancy. Tend you the Kingdoms and 
the publick, Errours ; 1 can prevent mine own without Pro- 
tection. I ſhould be loth to let you feel my Power ; but muſt 
and will, if you too wmch enforce me. If not Obedience, 
yet your Loves might tender a kinde conſent, when tis your 
King that ſeeks it. But you perhaps conceit you ſhare my 
Power ; you neither do nor ſhall, while I command it ; 1 


ngll be ftill my ſelf, or leſs than nothing. 


P 


Theſe words, and the manner of their delivery, bred 
a ſtrange diſtraction, in which he flings away with a 
kinde of looſe ſcorn ; for their refuſal his valiant heart 
had yet his proper motions , which toſt jt to and fro 
with doubrful hazard. They ſadly ilent fit , and view 
each other, wiſhing ſome one would ſhew undaunted 
Valour, to tye the Bell about the Cats neck that frights 
them ; but none appears. They yet were ſtrangers to 
their own party, and the Kings conditions. Their late 
dead Maſter's ways were {mooth and harmleſs, as free 
from private Wrongs as publick Grievance ; which had 
extinguithr all pretence of FaGtion, and made them meet 
as Friends without aſſurance ; this wrought them with 
more eaſe to treat the bufinels ; each one doth firſt ſurvey 
his own condition, which ſingle could do little, and yer 
expreſt might cauſe his proper ruine : next they meaſure 
the Kings Will and Power, with his Command ; againſt 
which in vain were conteſtation, where wants united 
ſtrength to make it ſure. Laſtly, they examine what 
could at worſt enſue in their conſenting, fince it was as 
| poſſible to remove him being here, as ſtop his coming. 
| The King advertiſed by a private Intelligencer (a fit in- 
ſtrument in the body of a State, in the Society and Body 
of a Council )-of their ſtaggering irreſolution, and find- 
ing his Pills had ſo kinde an Operation, lays hold of the 
advantage, and would not let the iron cool before he 
wrought it. This brings hmm back with a more familiar 
- i and | 
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and mild look, and begets a diſcourſe leſs paſſionate, but 
more prevailing. Temperately he lays before them the 
extremity of his inward trouble, which had fo engroſt 
his private thoughts, that he had been thereby enforced | 
to eftrange himſelf from them, and negleQed the Rights 
due to his Crown and Dignity. He lets them know the 
depth of his engagement, which had no aim repugnant 
to the Publick Good, nor intention hurtful to their pro- 
r Honours ; and to conclude, he intreats them, (if 
any of them had been truely touch'd with a diſcaſe of 
the ſame quality) that they would indifferently meaſure 
his Condition by their own Sufferings. So fair a Sun- | 
ſhine following at the heels of ſo ſharp a Tempeſt, |TheCoun- 
wrought a ſudden innovation ; their yielding hearts ſeek |®' _— 
to win Grace, rather than hazard his Diſpleaſure : yet | G.e#or. 
to colour ſo apparent a breach of Faith to their dead 
Maſter, they capitulate certain Conditions, which might 
ſeem to extenuate (if not take off) the ſtain of their 
diſhonour ; as if matter of circumſtance had been a fut- 
ficient motive for the breach of an Oath fo ſolemnly 
and authentically ſworn. The King refolv'd to purchale | 
his peace, (whoſe price was but verbal) is nothing ſpa-| 
ring to promiſe all and more than was demanded ; which 
they cred over-haſtily, though they could not be fo 
light of belief as to imagine, that he would keep his 
Word with the Subje&, that wiltully incurs a Perjury a- 
gainſt nis own Father ; yet in cale of neceſlity it was by 
general conſent agreed, rather to ſubſcribe, than to cn- 
danger the Peace of the Kingdom, by ſo unkinde and 
unnatural a diviſton. The King giving to each of them 
particular thanks, (having thus plaid his Maſters prize) 
departs wondrouſly content and jocund : they {cem out- | 
wardly not diſpleaſed, that had obtain'd as much as they 
could defire ; and hoped the end would be fair, it nor 
fortunate. The eye of the world may be blinded, and 
the ſeverity of humane Conſtitutions removed ; but fo 


great a Perjury feldome eſcapes unpuniſhed by the Di- 
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| vine Juſtice, who admits no © dalliance with Oaths , 


even in the Caſe of Neceſlity, 'as it evidently appears in 
the ſequel of this Story; where you may behold the 


miſerable ruine that his principal and efficient cauſe had 


from this beginning. It had been far more honourable 


and advantageous to the State, it this young wanton 
King had point-blank found a flat denial , and been 
brought to have tugg'd at the arms end ; the injuſtice 
of the quarrel, which might in time have recollected his 
ſenſes, and brought him to the true knowledge what a 
madneſs it was, for the looſe affection of ſo unworthy 
an Object, to hazard his own Dignity, and alien the 
Love of the whole Kingdom. But it 1s the general 
Diſeaſe of Greatneſs, and a kinde of Royal Fever, when 
they fall upon an indulgent Dotage, to patronize and 
advance the corrupt ends of their Minions, though the 
whole Society of State and Body of the Kingdom run in 
a direct oppoſition ; neither is Reaſon, Law, Religion, 
or the 1mminency of ſucceeding danger, weight enough 
to divert the ſtream of ſuch inordinate Aﬀections, until 
a miſerable Concluſion give it a fatal and juſt Repen- 
tance. It were much better, if with a provident fore- 
ſight they would fear and prevent the blow before they 
fee] it. But ſuch melancholy Meditations are deemed a 
fit food for Penitentials, rather than a neceſſary refleftion 
for the full ſtomack of Regal Authority. The black 
clouds of former Suſpicion being thus vaniſh'd, nothing 
now wants to make perfe& the Royal Delires, but the 
fruition of this Jong-expected purchaſe. The ſmooth 
Servant that had ſo pleafingly adviſed, was not leſs care- 
ful in the execution of his promiſe. He knew haſte 
would advance the opinion of his Merit ; this makes 
him ſoon out-run his Journey, and finde the Star of his 
dire&ions, to whom he liberally relates the occaſion of 
his coming, which he confirms by the delivery of his ; 
Maſters Letter, wherein was drawn to the life the cha- | 
rater of his AﬀeCtion, and the aſſurance of his ſafety 

and 
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and intended promotion. Gaveſton being raviſh'd with 
ſo ſweet and welcome a relation, entertains it with as 
much joy, as the condemned Priſoner receives his Pardon 
at the place and hour of Execution. His long-dejected 
Spirits apprehend the advantage of fo hopeful an oppor- 
tunity , and ſpur him on with that haſte, that he hardly 
conſents to one nights intermiſſion for the repole of this 
weary Meſſenger. No ſooner had the Mornings- 
Watchman given his ſhrill ſummons of the approaching 
Day-light, but he forſakes his weary Bed, and haſtens 
ſtraight to Horſeback ; and being not well aſſured of his 
reception in the Kingdom, being a baniſh'd man by ſo 
Juridical a Sentence, he eſteems it too weak an Adven- 


ture to expole himſelf to the hazard of the Road-way, | 


where he might with eaſe be intercepted. This leads 
him to diſguiſe himſelf, and ſeek a ſecret paſſage 3 which 
he as readily findes ; all things cancurring to improve his 
happineſs, if he had had judgment and temper enough 
to have given it a right uſe. Every minute he eſtecms 
ill loſt, till he might again be re-enfoulded in the ſweet 
and dear embraces of his Royal Maſter. 

Time, that ont-runs proud Fate, brings him at laſt to 
the end of his defires, where the interview was accom- 
panied with as many mutual expreſſions, as might flow 
trom the tongues, eyes, and hearts of long-divided Lo- 
vers. This pair thus again re-united, the Court puts on 
a general face of Gladneſs, while wiſer heads with cauſe 
ſuſpect the iſſue. They eſteem it full of danger, to have 
one man alone fo fully poſſeſs the Kings Aﬀections, who 
if he be not truely good, and deep enough to adviſe 
ſoundly, muſt often be the cauſe of Error and Diſorder. 
This ſtrange piece had neither Nobility of Birth, Ability 
of Brain, or any Moral Goodneſs, whereby they might 
juſtly hope he would be a ſtay to the unbridled youth of 


| thew Sovereign. A precedent experience during the 


Government of their dead Maſter, had given them a per- 
tet knowledg, that he was more properly a fit inſtru- 
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The King 
flights his | 


| Barons. 


i They pcr- { 
{wade him: 


$10 Marty. 


ment for a Brothel, than to be the Steerſman of the Royal 
ations : yet there was now no prevention; they muſt 
hope the beſt, and attend the iſſue. 

Edward having thus regained his beloved Favourite, 
could not ſhadow or diſſemble his Aﬀection, but makes 
it eminent by the veglects of the State-affairs, and the 
forgerfulneſs of the civil and ordinary Reſpect due to his 
great Barons. They wait contemn'd, and cannot gain 
the threſhold, while this new Upſtart's courted in the 
Royal Chamber. This kinde of uſage won a ſudden 
murmur, which calls chem off to cloſe and private Mee- 
tings; there they diſcourſe their Griefs, and means to right 
them; they fift each way might break this fond in- 
chantment , or leſſen this great light obſcured their 
luſtre. When they had canvaſt all the Stratagems of 
State, and private workings, they deem'd it the moſt 
innocent and fair way, to win the King to marry ; the in- 
tereſt of a Wife was thought the moſt hopeful induce- 
ment to reclaim theſe looſe afteCtions thar were proſti- 
tuted without or ſenſe or honour ; ſhe might become a 
fit counterpoiſe to qualifie the Pride of ſuch a ſwelling 
greatneſs. 

The major part ſoon jump 1n this opinion; the reſt are 
quickly won,that fear'd the ſequel. On this they all to- 
gether preſent themſelves and their requeſt , and ſhew 
the reaſons, but touch not the true ground why they de- 
fired tt. After ſome pawſe the King approves their 
motion, yet bids them well conſider it was the greareſt 
AGion of his ife , which as it principally concern'd his 

articular Contentment, fo did equally refle& on the ge- 
nera] Intereſt of the whole Kingdom. It they could find 
him out fuch a Wedlock as might adde Strength and Ho- 
nour to the Crown, and be withal ſuitable to his liking, 
he would readily embrace it, and value it as a bleſſing. | 
So fair a beginning encourageth them to move for T/abe/ 
the French Kings Daughter, one of the goodlicſt and | 
faireſt Ladies of that time. The King readily inclmes to 


have | 
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have it treated ; on which an honourable Embaſlage is 
fent to make the motion. They are nobly receiv'd and 
willingly heard that bare this Meſſage, and the Conditions 
eaſtly reconciled to a full Agreement. Thus brings them 
home with a like noble Company, fully authorized to re- 
ceive the Kings conſent and approbation. 

This Concluſton thus made, fends our new Lover in- 
to France, to fetch his Miſtriſs ; where he 1s received like 
hmſelf, feaſted, and married with a great deal of Joy 
and Pleaſure. The Solemnity ended, and a Farewel 
taken, he haſtens homewards , returning ſeiſed of a 
Jewel , which not being rightly valued, wrought his 
ruine. Infinite wasthe joy of the Kingdom, evident in 
thoke many goodly expreſſions of her Welcome. The 
excellency of fo rare a Beauty could not fo furprize the 
heart of this Royal Bridegroom, but that he was ſtill 
troubled with the pangs of his old Infirmity : It was in 
the firſt Preſudinm of his Nuptials a very di{putable 
Queſtion,whether the Intereſt of the Wite, or Favourite, 
were moſt predominant in his Aﬀections ; but a ſhort 
time diſcovers that Gaweſtox had the ſole poſſeſſion of his 
Heart,and Power to keep it. To level their conditions, 
and make the terms betwixt them more even, he tyes 
this fair bullock in a yoke of the fame nature, marryin 
him to a lovely branch of the houſe of Glouceſter, —_ 
noble heart ſtruggled infinitely, yet durſt not contradict 
the Kings Injuftice. He holds his blood diſparag'd by 1o 
baſe commixtien. To take away that doubt, the new- 
| married man 1s advanced to the Earldom of Cornwal, and 
hath in his Gift the goodly Caſtle and Lordſhip of Wal- 
ling ford ; fo that now in Title he had no uſt exception; 
and for conditions, it muſt be thought enough his Maſter 
loved him. To ſhew himſelf thankful, and to ſeem 
worthy of ſuch gracious favour, Gaweſton applies himſelf 
wholly to the Kings humour, feeding it with the variety 
of his proper appetite, without ſo much as queſtion or 
contradiction : Not a word fell from his Sovereign's 
| tongue, 
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tongue, but he applauds it as an Oracle, and makes it as 
a Law to guide his ations. This kinde of juggling be- 
haviour had ſo glewed him to his Maſter, that their 
Aﬀections, nay their very Intentions ſeem'd to go hand 
in hand ; inſomuch that the Injuſtice of the one, never 
found rub in the conſent of the other. If the King 
maintain'd the party, the ſervant was ever fortunate, his 
voice was ever concurrent, and ſung the ſame Tune to a 
Crochet. The diſcourſe being in the commendation of 
Arms, the eccho ſtiles it an Heroick Vertue ; if Peace, it 
was an Heavenly Blefling ; unlawtul Pleaſures, a noble 


Recreation; and Actions moſt unjuſt, a Royal Goodnels. | 


Theſe paraſitical Gloſes ſo betray'd the itching ear that 
heard them, that no Honour or Preferment 1s conceited 
great and good enough for the Relator. A ſhort time in- 
veſts 1n his perſon or diſpoſure all the principal Offices 
and Dignities of the Kingdom ; the Command of War, 
and all Military Proviſions, were committed ſolely to his 
care and cuſtody ; all Treaties forraign and domeſtick, 
had, by his direCtion, ſucceſs or ruine ; nothing 1s conclu- 
ded touching the Government or Royal Prerogative, but 
by his conſent and approbation. In the view of thefe 
ſtrange paſlages, the King appear'd fo little himfelt, that 
the Subjects thought him a Royal Shadow without a 
Real Subſtance. This Pageant, too weak a Jade for fo 
weighty a burden, had not a heals i in it ſelf able enough 
to manage ſuch great Actions ; neither would he enter- 
tain thoſe of ability to guide him, whoſe honeſt freedom 
might bave made him go through-ſtitch with more repu- 
tation. He eſteems it a groſs overſight, and too deep a 
diſparagement, to have any creature of his own thought 
wiſer than himſelf ; he had rather his Greatneſs ( than 
hazard ſuch a blemiſh ) ſhould lie open to the malice of 


time and fortune. This made him chuſe his Servants as | 


his Maſter choſe him, of a ſmooth fawning temper, ſuch 
as might cry ayme, and approve his aGtions,but not diſpute 
them. Hence flew a world of wilde diſorder ; the fa- 
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cred Rules of Juſtice were ſubverted, the Laws i integrity 
abuſed , the Judge corrupted or nforc d, and all the 
Types of Honour due to Vertue, Valour, Goodnefs, were 
like the Pedlers pack, made Ware for Chapmen. Nei- 
ther was it conceiv'd enough thus to advance him beyond 
proportion, or his birth and merit, but he muſt carry all 
without diſputing. No one may ſtand in his way, but 
taſtes his power. Old Quarrels are ript up, to make his 
ſpleen more extant. 

The grave Biſhop of Cheſter, a man reverend for years, 
and eminent for his Profeſſion and Dignity, 1s committed, 
and could be neither indifferently heard or releaſed, up- 
on the meer {uppolition that he had been the caule of his 
firſt Baniſhment. Theſe inſolencies, carried with ſo great 
a height, and expreſt with ſo malicious a liberty, were 
accompanied with all the remonſtrances of a juſtly-grieved 
Kingdom. The ancient Nobility, that di{dain'd ſuch an 
equal, accuſe the injuſtice of the time that makes him their 
Superiour. The grave Senators are griev'd to fee the 
places, due to their worths, poſle(s'd by thoſe unworthy 


and unable. The angry Souldier, that with his blood had | * 


purchas'd his experience, beholds with ſorrow, Buftoons 
preterr'd ; while he, like the ruines of ſome goodly Buil- 
ding, 1s left to the wide world, without ule or repara- 
tion. The Commons, in a more intemperate faſhion, 
make known their eriefs, and exclaim againſt fo many 
great and foul Opprelli ions. The new-made Earl both {aw 
and knew the general diſcontent and hatred, yet ſeeks 
not how to cure or ſtop this miſchief ; his proud heart 
would not ſtoop or fink : his oreatnefs, which might 
perhaps have qualified the fury , with an il-adviled con- 
tidence out-dares the worſt of his approaching danger, 
and is not ſ{queamiſh to let the Kingdom know it. The 
ſlumbring Barons, ſtartled with the murmur that ecchoed 
nought but fear and quick confuſion, at length awake, 
and change their drowlie temper, condemning their long 
patience, that was ſo far unfit their Bloud and Greatneſs. 
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Lincoln, Warwick, and Pembrooke, whoſe noble hearts 
diſdain'd to ſuffer baſely , reſolve to cure the State, 
or make the Quarrel fatal. This Muſhrome muſt be 
cropt, or Arms muſt right the Kingdom. Yet before 
they will attempt by force , they'll feel their Sove- 
raign's pulſes ; who, drown'd in ſenſual pleaſure, dreams 
not of their praftice. This Refolation leads them 
to the Court, where with ſome ſute they gain ad- 
mittance; where to the King brave Lincoln thus dif- 
cours'd their Grievance. 


See here (my Liege ) your faithful though dejeGied ſer- 
wants, that have too long cry d ayme to our Afictions ; we 
know you in your ſelf are good, though now ſeduced ; the 
height us ſuch, we fear a coming Ruine. Let it not taint 
your ear to hear our ſorrow, which 3s not ours alone, but all 
the Kingdoms, that groan and languiſh under this ſad bur- 
den. One man alone occaſions all this miſchief; "tis one 
mans pride and vice that cruſheth thouſands : we hope you 
will not boulfter ſuch a foul diſorder, and for one poor worth- 
leſs piece, betray a Kingdom. The Heawens forbid ſo 


| great and fond injuſtice. Ton are your own, yet we believe 


you ours; if ſo, we may what you forget, remember. Kings 
that are born ſo , ſhould preſerve their Greatneſs ; which 
Goodneſs makes, not all their other Titles. Tour noble Fa- 
ther dying, bound our Honours ; yet we ſubſcribed a breach 
at your intreaty : Tou promis'd then a fair and grave pro- 
ceeding ; but what ſucceeds ® the worſt of baſe Oppreſſion. 
So long as we had hope, our tongues were ſilent ; we ſate 
and ſighed ont our peculiar Sufferings : But when we ſee ſo 


all your Subjefts, you cannot blame us if we ſeek to right 
it. Would your unpartial eye ſurvey the preſent State of this 
late glorious Kingdom, you there ſhall ſee the Face of Shame 
and Sorrow. No place 3s free ; both Court and Country 
languiſh ; all men complain, but none finde help or comfort. 
Will you for him, not worth your meaneſt favour, conſent 
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fond and lewd progreſſion, that ſeems to threaten 1ou and | 
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the Rnine of ſo brave a Nation? Alas, Sir, if you would, | 


we may not bear it ; our Arms that guard your Life, ſball 
keep your Honour. "Ts not unjuſt, if you your ſelf enforce 
it ; the time admits no reſpite: For God's ſake, Sir, re- 
ſolve us ; ſince you muſt part with him, or us, then chuſe 
you whether. 200 


The King amazed with this ſtrange Petition, believes 
it backt with ſome more ſecret praftice: He knew their 
Griefs were juſt, yet loath to right them ; He hop'd 
this Tempeſt would o'reblow, he might adviſe his An- 
{wer : But when he ſaw them fixt to know his pleaſure, 
he then believes it was in vain to ſtruggle. He knew 
their ſtrength that had combin'd to ſeek it ; and ſaw he 
was too weak for contradiction. This made him yield 


he ſhould be once more baniſht. Though his wretch- | 


leſs improvidence had Jaid him open to this advantage, 
yet he was ſtill Mafter of his antient King-craft, which 
made him fmoothly ſeem to paſs it over , as if he well 


approv'd this Sequeſtration, which he reſolves to alter | 


as he pleaſed, when he had made the party ſure might 


back his actions ; till then, he ſlubbers o're his private | 


Paſſion. The Lords, whoſe innocent aims had no end 
but Reformation, depart content, yet wait upon the 
fue. A ſecond time this Monſter is ſent packing, and 
leaves the Kingdom free from his Infettion. Ireland is 
made the Cage muſt mewe this Haggard, whither he goes 
as if tro Execution. With a fad heart he leaves his great 
Proteftor, vowing revenge if he may live to act it. This 


weak Stateſman here gives a ſure teſtimony of the pover-| 


ty of his Brain, that in the time of his Proſperity and 
Height had not made ſure one forreign Friend,to whom 
he might have had a welcome acceſs in time of his expul- 
ſion. But he had handled matters ſo, that he was alike 
hateful here and abroad, inſomuch that he believes this 
barbarous Climate his ſureſt refuge. But he being 
gone, all thinys ſeem'd well reconciled ; the State was 


quiet, 
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quiet, and mens hopes were ſuitable to their defires, 
which ſeem'd to promiſe a quick and ſpeedy Refor- 
mation. But the vanity of this belief vaniſht away 
like a ſhadow, and the intermiſſion was little leſs 
intemperate than the former agitation. This wilie 
Serpent continues ſo his forreign Correſpondence , 
that the King was little better'd by his abſence ; 
which made it evident, that Death alone would end 
his pracis'd miſchief. Their Bodies were divided , 
but their AﬀeCGtions meet with a higher Inflammation. 
The intervacuum of their abſence hath many recipro- 
cal paſſages, which interchangeably flie betwixt them. 
The King receives not a Syllable, but ſtraight returns 
with golden intereſt. Infinitely are they both troubled 
with their diviſion, but far more with the affront of the 
preſuming Barons, that had extorted it by force, yet 
with intreaty. The King eſteem'd this kinde of ou 
ceeding too great an indignity to be pocketted ; 

ſince 1t had the pretence of his Safety and the DR 
Good, there was not apparent Juſtice enough to call 
it to an after-reckoning. But alas,that needed not ; for 
his effeminate weakneſs had left him naked of chat 
Royal reſolution, that dares queſtion the leaſt diſor- 
derly moving of the greateſt Subze&t. He was conſtant 
in nothing but his Paſſions, which led him to ſtudy 
more the return of his left-handed Servant, than how 
to make it good, effected. He lays alide the Majeſty 
of a King, and thinks his Power too (lender; his Sword 
ſleeps like a quiet harmleſs Beaſt, while his Tongue 
proves his better Champion. He Gude for thoſe that 
had been the principal Agents in the laſt Sentence, and 
treats with them ſeverally;knowing that Hairs are pluckt | 
up one by one, that are not mov'd by handfuls ; en- 
countring them thus ſingle, hand to hand, what with his 
hypocritical Entreaties and mildew'd Promiſes , he ſoon 
gets from their relenting hearts a ſeveral Conſent anſwer- 


able to his defires. When by untying the Bundle he 
had 
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| the ſorrowing heart of the Subjec, that a general Cloud 


EDw AR D the Second. 


had diſunited the &rength of their Confederacy; he then 
with confidence, makes it a general Propoſition ; which 
takes ſo, that the. repeal of Gaweſton's baniſhment paſs'd 
currant wKhout exception. 

The Kings intent and 'the approbation of the Lords 
is ſcarcely known, before ( like an Iriſh Hubbub, that 
needs nothing but noiſe to carry it ) it arrivd in Ire- 
land. Upon the wings of Paſlion, made proud by the 
hope of Revenge and a ſecond Greatneſs, he flies ſwiftly 
back to the Fountain of his firſt Preferment. Once 
more ' the breach is foder'd, and this True-loves Knot 
enjoys his firſt: Poſſeſſion. But there wanted ' yet that 
deep reach and provident foreſight that ſhould have 
given it aſſurance. The King had neither enabled him- 
ſelf to carry things in their former height by main 
ſtrength, neither had he wrought his diforder'd Aﬀe&ions 
to a conformity, or a more ſtayed temper. His female 
Mercury lefſens not his former Ambition, but returns 
the ſelf-ſame man; onely improved with the deſire of re, 
venge, which was naked of the means to act it : 1o that 
it was quickly perceiv'd that the Kingdom muſt feel a- 
nother fit of her Convulſion. The mutual Corruptions 
of theſe two, went with an equal improvidence ; which 
gave the Lords their advantage, and them too Jate a cauſc 
of repentance. 

Immediately on his reception, the King falls into a 
more dangerous Relapſe of his former Notage ; which 
ſo fully ingroſs'd him, that all Diſcourſe and Company 
ſcem'd harſh and unpleaſant, but ſuch as came from the 
mellow tongue of his Minion, who invents many new En- 
chantments to feed and more engage his frenzic. All 
the diſfolute Actions of licentious Youth are ated Crum 
Privilegio. This bred ſuch a Griet and Diſtemper in 


of Sadneſs ſeem'd to ſhadow the whole Kingdam. Thole | 
former ſtrict Admonitions were not pow crful cnough to 
bridle this Diſtemper, not ſo much as for a fair in-come ; 
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quiet, and mens hopes were ſuitable to their defires, 
which ſeem'd to promiſe a quick and ſpeedy Retor- 
mation. But the vanity of this belief vaniſht away 
like a ſhadow, and the intermiſſion was little leſs 
intemperate than the former agitation. This wilie 
Serpent continues ſo his forreign Correſpondence , 
that the King was little better'd by his abſence ; 
which made it evident, that Death alone would end 
his practis'd miſchief. Their Bodies were divided , 
but their Aﬀections meet with a higher Inflammation. 
The intervacuum of their abſence hath many recipro- 
cal paſſages, which interchangeably flie betwixt them. 
The King receives not a Syllable, but ſtraight returns 
with golden intereſt. Infinitely are they both troubled 
with their diviſion, but far more with the affront of the 
preſuming Barons, that had extorted it by force, yet 
with intreaty. The King eſteem'd this kinde of pro- 
ceeding too great an indignity to be pocketted ; yet 
ſince it had the pretence of his Safety and the general 
Good, there was not apparent Juſtice enough to call 
it to an after-reckoning. But alas,that needed not ; for 
his effeminate weakneſs had left him naked of that 
Royal reſolution, that dares queſtion the leaſt diſor- 
derly moving of the greateſt Subje&. He was conſtant 
in nothing but his Paſſions, which led him to ſtudy 
more the return of his left-handed Servant, than how 
to make it good, effected. He lays alide the Majeſty 
of a King, and thinks his Power too lender; his Sword 
ſleeps like a quiet harmleſs Beaſt, while his Tongue 
proves his better Champion. He ſends for thoſe that 
had been the principal Agents in the laſt Sentence, and 
treats with them ſeverally; knowing that Hairs are pluck | 
up one by one, that are not mov'd by handfuls ; en- 
countring them thus ſingle, hand to hand, what with his | 
hypocritical Entreaties and mildew'd Promiſes , he ſoon 
gets from their relenting hearts a ſeveral Conſent anſwer- 
able to his defires. When by untying the Bundle he 

| | had 
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had diſunited the &rength of their Confederacy he then 
with contiglence, makes it a general Propoſition; which 
takes ſo, that the: repeal of Gaveſton's baniſhment pals'd 
currant wikhout exception, 

The Kings , iacent and 'the approbation of the Lords 
is ſcarcely known, before ( like an Iriſh Hubbub, that 
needs nothing but.! noiſe to carry it )) it arriv'd in Ire- 
hand: . Upon the wings of Paſlion, made proud by the 
hope of Revenge and a ſecond Greatneſs, he flies ſwiftly 
back to the F OUNajn.: of | bis firſk Preferment. Once 
more. the breach. is, foder'd, and this True-loves Knot 
enjoys bis firſt Polieſſion; But there wanted: yet that 
deep reach and provident foreſight that ſhould have 
given it aſſurance. , The King had neither enabled him- 
ſelf to carry things -in - their former height by main 
ſtrength, neither had he wrought his diſorder'd Aﬀedtions 
to a, conformity, or.'a more ſtayed temper. His female 
Mercury lefſens not his former Ambition, but returns 
the ſelf-ſame nan; onely improved with the delire of re- 
venge, which was naked of the means to act it : io that 


it was quickly perceiv'd .thar the Kingdom mult feel a-| 


nother fit of her Convulſion. The mutual Corruptions 
of theſe two, went with an equal improvidence ;, which 
gave the Lords their advantage: and them too late'a cauſe 


of repentance. 
Immediately on his reception, the King falls into a 


more dangerous Relapſe of his former Notage; which | 


ſo fully ingroſs'd: him, that all Diſcourſe and Company 
ſcem'd harſh and unpleaſant, but ſuch as came from the 
mellow tongue of his Minion, who invents many new. En- 
chantments to feed and more engage his frenzie. All 
the diſfolute Actions of licentious Youth are ated Cum 
Privilegio. This bred ſuch a Grief and Diſtemper-in 


| the ſorrowing heart of the SubjeR, that a general Cloud | 
of Sadneſs ſeem'd to ſhadow the whole Kingdam. Thole | 


former ſtrict Admonitions were not powerful enough to 


bexdle this Diſtemper, not ſo much as for a fair in-come ; 
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the one becomes at the firſt daſh more fond, the other 
more inſolent : thoſe whom before he onely ſcorn'd, he 
now affronts with publick hatred , letting them know 
his ſpleen waits but advantage. He fills his Soveraigns 
ears with new ſuſpition , and whets him on to att in 
bloud and miſchief. 

It is a Diſpute variouſly beliey'd, what Climate hatch'd 


this Vulture. I cannot credit him to be an Falian,when I 


obſerve the map of his Attions fo far different from the 
diſpoſition and praQice of "that politick Nation : kay 
uſe not to vent publickly their ſpleens, till they do a 

thera. He that will work in State; and thrive, muſt be 
reſerved ; a downright way that hath not ſtrength to 
warrant it, is cruſher and breaks with his own weight, 


without diſcretion. Thoſe that are m this trade held |- 


their Crafts-maſters, do ſpeak thoſe faireſt whom they 
mean to ruine , and rather truſt cloſe work than pub- 
lick practice. Wile men made great, diſguiſe their anns 
with Vizards, which ſce and are not ſeen,” while they are 
plotting. Judge not by their {ſmooth looks or a; fo 
which hath no kindred with the hearts of Machiavilian 
States-men. Who truſts more to his will than wit, = 
aft his Paſſion ; but this mans malice is within 

on. Where miſchief harbours cloſe and un hovered, 
it ruines all her Rubs without ſuſpition 3 a Pill or Po- 
tion makes him ſure, that by plain force might have out- 
livd an Army : ſuch ends thus patron te once ſuſpe- 
Qed, a neat State-lye can parget o'r with Juſtice. Bur 
thoſe antient times were more mnocent, or this great 
Favorite more ignorant. He went on the plain way of 
corrupted fleſh and bloud, ſeeking to enchant his Ma- 
ſter, im which he was a perfe Work-man ; and the con- 
tempt of his Comperitors , in which he was as wilful as 
fearleſs : but in the ing of his proper greatnels, 


| | there he appears like himſ{cH, a meer Impoſtnre 
ares patrons debt 1pm. 
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"The Royal Treaſure he exhauſts in Pride and Riot ; 
the Jewels of the Crown are in the Lumibard ; that ſame 
goodly Golden Table and Treſsles of fo great and rich a 
value, he ſurreptitiouſly embezzles; and nothing almoſt 
lefr, that might either make Money, or improve his 
Glory. | No man may now have the Kings ear, hand, 
or Purſe, but he's the Mediator ; his Creatures are al- 
vanc'd, his Agents flouriſh, and pooreſt Grooms beconie 
great Men of Worſhip. The King hath nothing but 
the name, while his Vicegerent hath the benefic and 
execution. All that appertains unto the Crown and 
Royal ag are wholly in his Power, ſo that he 
might juſtly be thought the Leſſee, if not the Inheritor 
of the Nada and Revenue. The ſenſe of Grief and 
| Duty that had long conteſted in the Lion-hearts of the 
Nobility, are now reconciled. Theſe ſtrange preſum- 

ions had baniſh'd all poſſibility of a longer ſufferance ; 

hey vow to make this Monſter ſhrink, and let his Ma- 
ſer =; gn it. On this, well and ſtrongly attended, 
they wait upon the King, and not with mild or fair In- 
treaties, they boldly now make known their Wrongs, 
and call for preſent ſuſtice. Edward with a ſteady eye 
beholds their looks, where he ſees regiſtred the Cha- 
raQters of a juſt Indignation, and the threatning furrows 
of enſuing danger. He ſtands not to diſpute the quar- 
rel, leſt they ſhould rear the objet of their anger from 
his elbow : without all ſhew of inward motion, he tells 
themſelves had power to a& what was molt fitting, to 
whom he had aflign'd the care ſhould keep his Perſon, 


and aſſure the Kingdom. They beyond their expeda- | 


tion . finding the wind in that door, give not his in- 
conſtant thoughts time to vary, but command their 
Antagoniſt off to a third Baniſhment. He deprived of | 6 
heart and ſtrength, is enforced to obey, having not fo 


'| Kingdom. 


much liberty, as to take a folemn Farewel. Now is 
he ſent for Flanders ; the Jariſdiftion of the Kings Do- 
minions are efteem'd no fir SanQuary to protett fo looſe 
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a Liver. They leave him to prey aud practice gfithe 
Dutch, whoſe Caps ſteel'd wes. Liquoryy id 995 retling 
Craft enough to make him quier. 

This paſlage bred a ſuppoſition that he was now. for 
ever loſt : the King made ſhew as he-were well con- 
tented ; and men were glad to ſee this ſtorm appealed, 
that ſeem'd to threaten an inteſtine ruine. , This Hap- 
pineſs was Y” umaginary, but it is made; perte& by one 
more real ; Windſor preſents the King an Heir apparent ; 
which happy News flies ſwiftly through the Kingdom, 
which gives it welcome with a brave. expreſſion. The 
Royal Father, did not taſte this Bleſſing with fuch a 
ſenſe of Joy as it deſerved : Whether "twas his mil- 
giving Spirit, or the abſence of his loſt Jewel, he ſadly 
ſilent ſighs out the relation ; ſuch a. deſerving -:Joy 
could not win ſo much as a ſmile from his melancholy 
Brow, grown old with trouble, The appearance of 
his inward agitation was ſuch, that the.greateſt enemies 
of his Dotage were the moſt compaſſionate of his Suf- 
terings. Such a maſculine AﬀeGtion and rapture was in 
thoſe times without preſident, where Love went in the 
natural ſtrain, fully as firm, yet far leſs violent. If the 
circumſtances of this paſſionate Humour, ſo predominant 
in this unfortunate King, be maturely conſidered, we 
ſhall finde them as far ſhort of poſlibility as rr oY ; 
which have made many believe, that they had a ſuper- 


| natural operation and working, enforc'd by Art or | 


Witchcraft, But let their beginning be what it will, 
never was man more immoderately tranſported, which 
took from him in this little time of his third abſence, 
the benefit of his Underſtanding and Spirits ſo fully, 
that he ſeems rather diſtracted than inamour'd, more 
properly without Reaſon, than ability to command it. 
In the circumference of his Brain he cannot finde a way 


| to lead him out of this Labyrinth, but that which de- 


pended more of Power than Wiſdome. Bridle his 
—— he could not, which were but bare embryons 
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without poſſeſſion ; alter them he cannot, where his 
eye meets not with a ſubje& powerful enough to engage 
him : what then reſts to ſettle this civil diſcord, bur 
reſtitution ? which he attempts in ſpight of oppoſition. 
Gaveſton comes bgck ; the King avows, and bids them 
ſtir that durſt þHe would prote& him. Princes that 
talſifie their Faiths, more by proper inclination than a 
neceſſary impulſion, grow not more-hateful to forreign 
Nations, than fearful and ſuſpected to their own Sub- 
zedts. If they be tainted with a known Guilt, and ju- 
ſtifie it, 'tis a ſhrewd preſumption of a ſick State, where 
the Head is ſo diſeaſed. A habit of doing ill, and a 
daring Impudence to maintain it, makes all things in a 
Politique Wiſldome Jawful. This Poſition in the end 
coſens the profeſior, and leaves him in the field open to 
ſhame and infamy: : And it ſtands with reaſon ; for if 
Vertue be the Road-way to Pertection, the corruption 
of a falſe Heart muſt certamly be the path to an unpi- 


tied ruine. | 

The enraged Barons ſeeing great Cornwal return, are 
ſenſible of their diſhonour, and think it too great a 
wrong to be diſpens'd with ; yet they will have the fruit 
of their revenge through-ripe, before they taſte it. He 
appears no Changeling, but ſtill purſues the ſtrains of 
his preſumption. The ations of Injuſtice ſeldom leſſen. 
Progreſſion is believ'd a moral Vertue, He that hath a 
Will to do ill, and doth it, cannot look back but on 
the Crown of milchief. This makes him not diſguiſe 
his conceptions, but ſhew them fully ; having withal 
this excellent Vertue, -that would be never reconciled | 
where he once hated. The Lords obſerving his beha- 
viour, think time ill-loſt in ſo weighty a buſineſs; they 
draw their forces together, before the King could have a 
time to prevent, or his abuſer to ſhun it. 

The gathering together of ſo many threatning Clouds 
preſag'd the Storm was a coming: Gaveſton labours to 
provide a ſhelter, but 'twas too late ; the time was loſt 
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that ſhould aſſure the danger : All that he could effect 
by his own ſtrength, or the Royal Authority, he calls to 
his aſliſtance, ( but ſuch was the general diſtaſte of the 
Kingdom, he could not gain a ſtrength might ſeem a 
party.) The Court he knew would: be a weak Pro- 
reQion againſt their Arms, whole Torgues had twice 
expell'd him. This made him leave it, and with ſuch. 
Proviſion as fo ſhoft a time could tender, commit him- 
This Piece was ſtrong, and 
pretty well provided, but prov'd too weak againſt fo 
His noble Enemies being inform'd where 
they ſhould finde him, follow the track, and foon begirt 
this Fortreſs. He ſeeks a Treaty ; they deſpiſe Condi- | 
rions, knowing he none would keep, that all had broken. 
All hope thus loſt, he falls into their power from whom 
he had no cauſe could hope for mercy. The Butter- 
flies, companions of his Sun-ſhine, that were his fortunes 
friends, not his, forſake his Winter, and baſely leave him 
in his greateſt troubles. The tide of Greatneſs gajn'd 
him many Servants; they were but hangers on, and meer 
Retainers, like Rats that left the houſe when it was fal- 
ling. The Spring adorn'd him with a world of Bloſſoms, 
which dropt away when firſt they felt this Tempeſt. 
Forſaken thus, this Cedar is ſurpriz'd, and brought to 
know the end of ſuch ambition. The Prey thus tane, 
ſhort work concludes his ſtory, leſt that a Countermand 
might come to ſtop their Verdict : Gawerſeed is made 
the fatal place that facrihic'd his life to quench their 
fury. | 
Thus fell the firſt glorious Minion of Edward the Se- 
cond ; which appearing for a time like a Blazing-ſtar,fill'd 
the world with admiration, and gave the Engliſh cauſe 
to blame his fortune , that liv'd and died, nor lov'd, ex- 
cus'd, or pitied. In the wanton Smiles of his lovely 
Miſtrifs, he remembers not that ſhe was blinde, a Giglet, 
and a Changeling ; nor did he make himſelf in time a 
Refuge might be his Safeguard. I ſhe had prov'd un- 


conſtant, ' 


_—— 


— 


—_— ——— 


| untainted. Bur this is Country-Doctrine Courts reſent 
| not, where 'tis no way to thrive, for them are honeſt. 


EDWARD the Second. 


JI 


conſtant, ſuch a Providence had made the End as fair as 


the Beginning. But theſe ſame towering Summer-birds 
tear not the Winter,till they feel it; and then benumb'd, 
they do confeſs their Errour. Height of Promotion 
breeds Selt-love ; Selt-love, Opinion ; which underva- 
lues all that are beneath it: Hence it proceeds, that 


tew men, truely honeſt, can hold firm Correſpondence | 
with ſo-great a Minion; his ends go not their ways, but | 


with Croſs-capers, which cares not how, fo theſe attain 
pertection. Servants that are confin'd to truth and 

oodnels, may be in ſhew, but not in truſt, their Agents. 
He that will act what Pride and Luft impoſeth, is a fit 
Page to ſerve ſo looſe a Maſter. Hence it proceeds, 
that ſtil] they fall unpitied ; and thoſe they chuſe for 
Friends, do moſt ſupplant them. To ſecure an ill-ac- 
quired Greatneſs that is begot with envy, grows in ha- 
tred; as it requires judgment, claims a goodnels to keep 
it right, and grave direction. Thoſe that are truely 
wiſe, diſcreet, and vertuous, will make him ſo that pur- 


ſues their counſel ; upon which Rock he reſts ſecure 


A Champion-Conſcience without bound or limit , a 
Tongue as {mooth as Jet that ſings in ſeaſon, a bloudleſs 
Face that buries guilt in boldneſs; theſe Ornaments are 
fit to cloath a Courtier : he that wants theſe, ftill wants 
2 means to live, if he muſt make his Service his Revenue. 
He that a Child in Court grows old, a Servant expeQing 
years or merit ſhould prefer him , and doth not b 

ſome by-way make his fortune, gains but a Beard for al] 
his pains and travel; unleſs he'll take a Purſe, and for 
reward, a Pardon. Though many rite, it is not yet con- 


cluded they all are of fo baſe corruption which would | 


produce a ſudden Riffne. The greater Peers by birth 
inherit fit place in this Eleion. The Kings favour, or 
their interceſſion, may advance a deſerving Friend or 
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cellency in knowledg may prefer him that enjoys them ; 
all theſe beams may ſhine on men that are honeſt. But 
if you caſt your eye upon the groſs body of the Court, 
and examine the ordinary courſe of their gradation, it | 
will plainly appear, that twenty creep in by the back- 
gate, while one walks up by the ſtreet-door. But lea- 
ving thoſe to their fortune, and that cunning conveyance 
muſt guide their Deſtiny ; when: the ſad ridings of 
this unhappy Tragedy came to the Kings ears, his vexa- 
tions were as infinite as hopeleſs, and his Paſſion tran- 
{ports him beyond the height of ſorrow, which leads 


him to this bitter Exclamation. 


Conld they not ſpare his Life, O cruel Tygers ? What 
had he done, or how ſo nmch offended ® He never ſhed 
one drop of harmleſs blood, but ſaved thouſands. Muſt 
be be ſacrificed to calm their anger ® "Twas not bis fault,but 
my. affection cauſed it ; which I'll revenge, and not diſpute 
my forrow. They, if I live, ſhall taſte my juſt diſplea- 
ſure, and dearly pay for this their cruel errour. Till now 
I kept my hand from blood and fatal aftions ; but hence- 
forth I will a& my Paſſions freely, and make them know I 
am too much provoked. Blood muſt have blood,” and I will 
ſpend it fully, till they have paid his wandring Ghoſt their 

cit. And thou, O ſweet Friend, whom living I ſo 
lowed, from thy ſad Urn ſhalt ſee thy wrong requited. 
Thy Life as I mine own did dearly value, which I will 
looſe, but I'll repay their rigour. 


This ſaid , he withdraws him to his melancholy 
Chamber, and makes himſelf a Recluſe from the Day- 
light. His manly tears bewray his inward ſorrow, and 
make him ſeem to melt with height of Paſſion ; He 
could not ſleep, nor ſcarce would eat, or ſpeak bur 
faintly 3 which makes him living dye with reſtleſs tor- 
ment. ' His lovely Queen (not ſorry that this bar was 
taken away, which ſtopt the paſſage betwixt her Huſ- 
bands 


| 
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bands Love and her Aﬀedtions) is truely penſive at this 
ſtrange diſtraction, which ſeem'd without the hope of 
reconcilement. His nearer Friends amazed to ſee his 
Paſlion,reſolve; to {et him free,or looſe his favour ; bold- 
ly they preſs into his Cell of darkneſs, and freely let 
him know his proper errour. They lay before him, 
how vain a thing it was to mourn or ſorrow for things 

help, .or hope of all redemption: His greatneſs 
would be loſt in ſuch fond actions, and might endanger 
him and cke the Kingdom : If he but truely knew what 
deſperate murmurs were dayly whiſper'd by his vain di- 
ſtemper,he would himſelf appear to ſtay the danger, and 
to excuſe the Barons aQ,lo hateful : they touch upon the 
Earls intemperate carriage, which threatned them and 
all the Kingdoms. ruine : they ſhew his infolence and 
misbehaviour, which having Honour ſo far above his 
birth, and Wealth above his merit, was ne're contented. 


Laſtly, they tell him plainly, unleſs he would reſume 


more life and ſpirit, they fear'd the Subject would make| 


choice of one more able. 

The unworthy touches of his Minion , though but 
ſparingly given, nipt him to the Soul ; but when he 
heard the Tenour of their laſt Concluſion, it rows'd him 
up, for fear of Depoſition. This brings him forth in 
ſhew and look transformed, but yet reſolv'd not to for- 
get this Treſpaſs. The Operations in his heart were 
not ſo great and weighty, but that his Lords were ful] 
as cloſe and wary. So fair a warning-piece gave them 
their Summons, in time to make a ſtrength might keep 
them ſure. They cannot now recoyl, or hope for fa- 


vour.; their Arms muſt make their Peace, or they muſt 


riſh. Theſe circumſtances made them preſerve fo 
well a reſpected diſtance, that well the King might 
bark, but durſt not bite them : He was reſolv'd,'tis true, 
but not provided, and therefore holds it wiſdome to be 
filent ; the time he hop'd would change, and they grow 
careleſs z when they ſhould know ſuch wrongs are not 
__— forgotten. 
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ſnre you periſh. Make good my place 


forgotten. But now brave Lincoln, one of the prin- 
cipal Pillars of the Barons Faction, follows his adver- 
fary to the grave, but with a milde and fairer fortune. 
This reverend piece of true Nobility was in Speech and 


| Converſation {weet and affable , in refolution grave and 


weighty ; his aged temper active and valiant above be- 
lief , and his Wiſdome more ſound and excellent in 
inward depth than ourward appearance. When thoſe 
pale Harbingers had ſeized his vital Spirits, and he per- 
ceived the thought of Life was hopeleſs, he gives Tho- 
mas of Lancaſter, his Son-in-Law, this dying Legacy. 


My Son, (quoth he) for ſo your Wedlock makes you hear 
and obſerve theſe my laft dying Precepts. Truft not the 
King; his Anger fn, but dyes not ; be waits but time, 
which you nmft likewiſe tender, elſe in the leaft negle& be 
the Lords, and 
keep the Kingdom from foul Oppreſſion, which of late is 
frequent. Tour Soveraign cares not how the State be gui- 
ded, ſo he may flill enjoy bis wanton Pleaſures ; have you 
an eye to thoſe that ſeek to wrong him : be not deceived with 
his ſugar d language; his heart is falſe, and harbours 
Blood and Miſchief. Keep your felves firm and cloſe , be- 
ing well united you are ſecure, he will not dare to touch 
Jon. If he again fall on a ſecond Dotage, look to it m 
time, "twill elſe be your confuſion. His Minions Death 
lies in his heart concealed, waiting but time to att revenge 
and terrour : he ſhadows o're, but cannot hide his Malice, 
which fain would went it ſelf, but yet it dares not. If I 
had lived, he muſt have changed his copy, or one of us 
had felt a bitter tryal ; yet ſtill beware you take not light 
occaſion, or make the publick ends for private Paſſion. 
He is your Sovereign, you amſt ſo obey him, unleſs the Cauſe 
be juſt enforc'd your moving. If be himſelf do ſwerve or 
raiſe combuſtion, the Kingdoms good muſt give your Arms 
their warrant : ſhort time will let you know Own Con- 
dition ; however,do not traſt the ſleepy Lion. IT knew his 
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ways , and could as well foreſtal them; but now I muſt re- 
ſagne it to your wiſdom. Of this be fure (remember my 
PrediStion ) if be relapſe, and make a new Vice-gerent, 
which ſhall leap o're your heads, arid you endure it, The 
King, You, or the Kingdom mult periſh. My wearied 
Soul would fain embrace his freedom, and now my Spirits 
yield to Death and Nature. Commend me to my noble 
Friends and Fellows, and fay, Old Lincoln liv/'d and died 
their Servant. 


Lancaſter, whoſe noble heart was before-hand ſeaſon'd, 
receives willingly theſe grave Inſtructions, and like a 
good Steward, locks them up in the cloſet of his heart, 
till time call'd upon him to give them lite and aCtion ; 
and yet he ſuffers not this goodly Tree to fall, before 
aſſured : He vows obſervance,and as truely keeps it ; but 
erring in the time, it wrought his Downfal. Beginning 
Evils are eaſily ſuppreſt, which grown to ſtrength, if 
cleans'd, are cur'd with danger : Twigs may be broken, 
younger Plants removed ; but if once they grow Trees, 
their Fall is fatal. Things ſtanding thus, and all mens | 
minds in ſuſpence what would be the iſſue between the 
enraged King and jealous Lords , the indifferent friends 
of either Party that fear'd this unkinde Diviſion would 
ſhake the Peace and Tranquillity of the Kingdom, pro- 

unded divers Overtures of reconcilement ; which are 
neither readily accepted , nor abſolutely refuled. The 
Kings Meditations were more fixed on Revenge than 
Conference ; yet ſeeing into the Quality of the time, 
and into the ſuſpeted Aﬀections of the Kingdom , is 
won at length to admit of a Treaty. 

The Barons truely relliſhing the Tickle-terms they 
ſtood on, which were pinn'd to the mutability of popu- 
lar Fation, were not eſtranged from the thoughts of 
Peace, though they would not ſeek it. Interceſlion and 
importunacy of the Mediators, brings it at length to 


the upſhot ; where there was ſuch an inveterate ſpleen, 
and 
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and fo great an antipathy in Wills, it is not thought fit 
to hazard this great Work on a private diſcuſſion, where 
Recapitulations of old Wrongs, or the apprehenſion of 
new Indignities , might ſhake the Foundation. The 
High Court of Parliament , the graveſt Senate of the 
Kingdom , that had an over-ruling Power to limit the 
King , and command the Subject , 1s deemed the moſt 
Honourable place of this Enterview, where a buſineſs of 
ſo great weight would be gravely diſcours'd; which might 
A Parli- | aflure the end, and make it more authentical. Where- 
ment called. | 115on it is immediately call'd, and in ſhort ſpace aſſem- 
bled at Londox ; where, after many interchangeable Ex- 
poſtulations diverſly handled by the pregnant Wits and 
nimble Tongues of either Party, a ſettled Agreement js 
concluded, and many excellent Laws are enacted, which 
both the King and Peers are {worn to maintain and 
keep inviolate. By theſe diſcreet means the violence of 
this great Fire is rak'd up in the Embers, which in after- 
times breaks out-with greater rage and fury : whatſoever 
the hidden Reſolutions were, the Kingdom now ſeem'd 
1n a fair way to ſettle Peace and Quiet. But a new and 
unexpected Accident varies this Conceit before it was 
cold, and calls them from private Actions, to maintain 
the Honour and Revenue of the Kingdom. 

The Scots Edward the Firſt, that brave and valiant Monarch, 
adhere tO | had thrice with his victorious Arms run through the | 
Bruct:1313*| Bowels of Scotland, and brought that ſtubborn Nation 
( that deny'd him Fealty and Hornage ) into an abſo- 
lute Subze&ion. Their laſt precedent King, Robert le 
Bruce , had tryed the height of his fortune, and with a 
{ruitleſs oppoſition won no more than the loſs of his 
Kinzdom, and his own Expulſion. The Conqueror fin- 
dirg himſelt quitted of rhis Obſtacle, takes upon him 
the Regiment of this Kingdom, with a double ſtring to 
his Bow ; the one of antient Title, the other of Con- 
queſt. The Nobility of Scotland, and all the inferiour 
Miniſters of State, feeing the great Effuſton of Bloud 


ſpent 
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ſpent in this Quarrel, which continued, ſeemed to threa- 
ten a general devaſtation of their Country , ſubmit 
themſelves to the Engliſh Government, and are all fo-| 
lemnly ſworn to obey it. Edward thus in poſſeſſion, 
confirms it, by ſeizing the property of all the Royal 
Juriſdiftion into his own hand, removing ſuch Officers 
as were not agreeable to his will and liking, and giving 
many goodly Eſtates and Dignities to divers of his 
faithful Servants that had valiantly behaved themſelves 
in this Service. The Form of Government by him eſta- 
bliſhed, was peaceably obey'd, and continued during his 
Life ; neither was it queſtioned in the beginning Go- 
vernment of his unhappy Succeflor. But the wary Scots, 
more naturally addicted to a Phoenix of their own Na- 
tion, ſeeing into the preſent difſentions and diſorders of 
the Kingdom, thought it now a fit time to revolt to 
their old Maſter, who like a crafty Fox harbours him- 
ſelf under the French Kings proteQtion (the antient re- 
ceptacle and Patron for that Nation.) No ſooner is he 
advertiſed that the gate was open and unguarded, and 
that his well-affe&ed Subjects wiſhed his return,but back 
he comes, and is received with a full applauſe and-wel- 
come. All Oaths, Obligements, and Courtefies of the 
Exgliſh.are quite cancell'd and forgotten ; and this long- 
loſt Lionis again re-inveſted in the Royal Dignity. Aſ- 
ſoon as he had moor'd himſelf in a domeſtique afſu- 
rance, he then like a provident Watchman begins to 
raiſe a ſtrength that might oppoſe all forreign Invaſion, 
which he foreſaw would thunder from the Borders. 
This Martial Preparation flyes ſwiftly to the King and 
Council of England, where it appears like a great Bo- 
dy upon a pair of Stilts, more in bulk than the propor- 
tion of the ſtrength that bare it. The Pillars of the 
State, which wiſely forelaw how great an inconvenience 
it would be to {ſuffer ſuch a Member to be diſſever'd, 
that in the conteſtation with France would make the 
War a Mattachine, or Song of three parts, perſwade 
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ard ſo oreat an n antipathy 1 in Wills, it 1s not thought fit 
to hazard this grear Work on a private diſcuſſion, where 
Recapitulations of old \Wrongs, or the apprehenſ? on of 
new Indignities, might ſhake the Foundation. The 
High Court of Parliament , the graveſt Senate of the 
Kingdom , that had an over-ruling Power to limit the 
King , and command the Subject , 15 deemed the moſt 
Honourable place of this Enterview, where a buſineſs of 
ſo great weight would be gravely diſcours d; which might 
aſſure the end, and make it more authentical. Where- 
upon 1t 15 immediately call'd, and in ſhort ſpace afſem- 
bled at Londox ; where, after many interchangeable Ex- 
poſtulations diverſly handled by the pregnant Wits and 
nimble Tongues of either Party, a ſettled Agreement js 
concluded, and many excellent Laws are ena&ted, which 
both the King and Peers are {worn to maintain and 
keep inviolate. By theſe diſcreet means the violence of 
this great Fire is rak'd up in the Embers, which in after- 
times breaks out-with greater rage and fury : whatſoever 
the hidden ReſoJutions were, the Kingdom now ſeem'd 


1n a fair way to ſettle Peace and Quiet. But a new and 


unexpected Accident varies this Conceit before it was 
cold, and calls them from private Actions, to maintain 
the Honour and Revenue of the Kingdom. 

Edward the Firſt, that brave and valiant Monarch, 
had thrice with his victorious Arms run through the 
Bowels of Scotland, and brought that ſtubborn Nation 
( that deny'd him Fealty and Homage ) into an abſo- 
lute Subje&ion. Their Jaſt precedent King, Robert le 
Bruce , had tryed the height of his fortune, and with a 
iruitle(s oppoſition won no more than the loſs of his 
Kinzdom, and his own Expulſion. The Conqueror fin- 
dirg himſelf quitted of this Obſtacle, takes upon him 
the Regiment of this Kingdom, with a double ſtring to 
his Bow ; the one of antient Title, the other of Con- 
queſt. The Nobility of Scotland, and all the inferiour 
Miniſters of State, ſeeing the great Effuſion of Bloud 
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ſpent in this Quarrel, which continued, ſeemed to threa- 
ten a general devaſtation of their Country , ſubmit 
themſelves to the Engliſh Government, and are all ſo- 
lemnly ſworn to obey it. Edward thus in polleſſion, 
confirms it, by ſeizing the property of all the Royal 
Juriſdiftion into his own hand, removing ſuch Officers 
as were not agreeable to his will and liking, and giving 
many goodly Eſtates and Dignities to divers of his 
faithful Servants that had valiantly behaved themſelves 
in this Service. The Form of Government by him eſta- 
bliſhed, was peaceably obey'd, and continued during his 
Life ; neither was it queſtioned in the beginning Go- 
vernment of his unhappy Succeflor. But the wary Scots, 
more naturally addicted to a Phoenix of their own Na- 
tion, ſeeing into the preſent difſentions and diſorders of 
the Kingdom, thought it now a fit time to revolt to 
their old Maſter, who like a crafty Fox harbours him- 
ſelf under the French Kings protection (the antient re- 
ceptacle and Patron for that Nation.) No ſooner is he 
advertiſed that the gate was open and unguarded, and 
that his well-affeted Subjects wiſhed his return,but back 
he comes, and is received with a full applauſe and wel- 
come. All Oaths, Obligements, and Courteſies of the 
Engliſh,are quite cancell'd and forgotten ; and this long- 
loſt Lion is again re-inveſted in the Royal Dignity. Af: 
ſoon as he had moor'd himſelt in a domeſtique afſu- 
rance, he then like a provident Watchman begins to 
raiſe a ſtrength that might oppole all forreign Invaſion, 
which he foreſaw would thunder from the Borders. 
This Martial Preparation flyes ſwiftly to the King and 
Council of England, where it appears like a great Bo- 
dy upon a pair of Stilts, more in bulk than the propor- 
tion of the ſtrength that bare it. The Pillars of the 
State, which wiſely forelaw how great an inconvenience 
it would be to ſuffer ſuch a Member to be diſlever'd, 
that in the conteſtation with France would make the 


War a Mattachine, or Song of three parts, per{wadec 
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their Sovereign it was not proper for his .Greatneſs to 
ſuffer ſuch an unworthy ſubverſion of his Fathers Con- 
ſtitutions, and to looſe the advantage of fo fair a part 
of his Revenue. 

Edward, that had ontſlept his native glory, had yet a 
juſt compunCtion of this diſhonour, which ſeem'd to 
rob him of a portion of his Inheritance, purchaſed at 
too dear a value. He lays by his private rancour, and 
ſettles himfelf to fuppreſs this ſudden and unlookt-for 
Commotion, waking from that fenſual Dream, which 
had given him fo large a cauſe of Sorrow. Scarcely 
would he give his intentions ſuch an intermiſſion, as 
might attend the levy of his Army, which he had ſum- 
moned to be ready with all ſpeed and expedition. The 
jealous Lords ftartled with this Alaraum, concening it 
but ſome trick of State to catch them napping, they 
ſuſpect theſe Forces, under pretence of publick aCtion, 
might be prepared to plot a private miſchief. The 
King they knew was crafty, cloſe, and cunning ; and 
thought not fit to truſt too far to Rumour. This 
makes them ſtand upon their guard, and keep Aſſem- 
blies, pleading for warrant the ſelf-ſame ground of riſing. 
But when their Spies in Court had given them knowledge 
that all was fure, they need not = their danger, and 
that they dayly heard the Northern clamour that ecchoed 
loudly with the Scotiſh motions, they draw their Forces 
to the King's; who thus united, in perſon leads them to 
this hopeful Conqueſt. But forchand-reckonings ever 
moſt mnniſcarry ; he had thoſe hands, but not thoſe hearts 
which fought his Fathers fortune. 

Scarce had he paſt and left the Engliſh Borders, but 
he beholds an Army ready to affront him, not of de- 
jected Souls, or Bodies fainting, but Men reſolv'd to 
win, or dye with Honour. Their valiant Leader hear- 
tens on their Courage, and bids them fight for Life, 
Eſtate, and Freedome, all which were here at ſtake ; 
which this day gains, or makes hereafter hopeleſs. 
Edward, 


a. 


EDWARD the Second. 


Edward, that expedted rather ſubmiſſion, 0 or {ome honeſt 
Terms of agreement, finding a Check given by a Pawn, 
unlook'd for, plays the beſt of his game, and hopes to 
win it. He contemns their condition and number, {ligh- 
ting their Power; and in the memory of his Father's Con- 
queſts, thinks his own certain. But the ſucceſs of Bat- 
tles runs not in a Bloud, neither is gained by Confidence, 
but Diſcretion and Valour. No one thing hurts more 
m a inatter of Arms, than Preſumption : a Coward that 
expects no mercy, is deſperate by compulſion ; and the 
molt contemptible Enemy proves moſt dangerous, when 
he 13 too much undervalu'd. You may fee it here in- 
ſtanc'd, where a rabble multitude of deſpiſed Blue-caps, 
encounter, rout, and break the Flower of England : 
riveline doth yet witneſs the fatal memory of this 
ſo great Diſaſter. There fell brave Clare the Earl of 
Glouceſter, the valiant Clifford, and ſtout Mawle, with 
above Fifty Knights and Barons. This bloudy day, 
which bad ſpilt {o great a ſhower of Nable bloud, and 
cropt the braveſt Bloſſoms of the Kingdom, ſends the 
King back to Barwick with a few yas. =o Horſe, 
whote well-breath'd ſpeed out-run the purſuing 
So near a Neighbourhood to fo victorious an - hq 18 
deemed indiſ{cretion, where the Prize was believ'd fo 
ichly worth the Venture. This-fends away the melan- 
choly King jaded in his hopes, and dull with his misfor- 
tune. If we may judge by the Event, the Condition | 
of this man was truely miſerable ; all things at home, 
under his Government, were out of rule and order ; and 
nothing ſucceſsful that he undertook by forraign Em- 
ployment : but where the Ground is falſe, the Building 
cannot ftand; He planted the foundation of his 
Monarchy on Sycophants and Favorites, whoſe dif- 
orderly Proceedings dryed up all that ſap that ſhould 
have foſtered up the ſpringing Goodneſs of the King- 


dome, and made him a meer ſtranger to thoſe Abili- 
ties that are proper to Rule and Government. Kings 
| ought 
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Poydras of 
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tends him- 
{lf King, 

1 and the 

King, a 

Changling, 


His ſtrange | 
Confcſhon. 


| ſucceeding Enterprize, filled the Kingdom with a well- 


ſtrange, -though not ſo full of danger. Poydras, a fa- 


| in his Cradle for the King now reigning. All Novelties 


| lows, where he ends the hour of his melancholy Go-+ 


ought to be their own Surveyors, and not to pals over 
the whole care of their Afﬀairs, by Letter of Atturney, 
to another mans Protection : ſuch inconfiderate actions 
beget a world of miſchief, when there are more Kings 
than one, in one and the ſelf-lame Kingdom; it ecli- 
pſeth his Glory, and derogates from his Greatneſs ; 
making the Subjze& groan under the unjuſt Tyranny of 
an infolent oppreſſion. No man with ſuch propriety 
can manage the griefs and differences of the Subject, as 
the King, who by the Laws of God, Men, and Nature, 
hath an intereſt in their Heart,and a ſhare in their Aﬀecti- 
ons. When they are guided by a ſecond hand;or heard 
by a Relator, Money or Favour corrupts the Integrity, 
and over-rules the courſe of Juſtice, followed at the 
heels with Complaint and Murmur, the Mother of Dil- 
content and Miſchief. 

The unexpected return of the General of this ill- | 


deſerved Sorrow , and is welcom'd with a News as 


mous Impoſtor, a Tanners Son, and born at Exeter, pre- 
tends himſelf, with a new ſtrain of Lip-couſenage, to be 
the Heir of Edward the Firſt, by a falſe Nurſe chang'd 


take in the itching cars of the Vulgar, and win either 
belief or. admiration. This Tale, as weak in truth as 
probability, was fortunate in neither, only it exalts this 
imaginary King to his Inſtalment on Northampton-Gal- 


vernment with as ſtrange a Relation, which ſuggeſts, 
That for two years ſpace, a' Spirit, in the likeneſs of a 
Cat, had attended him as the chief Groom of his 
Chamber, 'from whom in many ſecret Conferences he 
had received the truth and information of this Myſtery, 
xith affurance it would bring him to the Crown of 
England. Tt was as great a fault in the Maſter to be- 
lieve, as for the Servant to abuſe ; yet the defire of the 
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one to change his Tanfat for a Kingdom, was not much 
out of ſquare; nor the Lying of the other, ſince he 
continued but his trade which he had practis'd from 
the beginning. It is a foul offence and overſight in 
them that have not Devils of their own, to hunt a- 
broad and ſeek where they may gain them by purchaſe. 
If it be a myſtery of State to know things by Predition 
of ſuch vertuous Miniſters, methinks they were much 
better kept, as this Tanner kept his, rather as an houſ- 
hold-Servant, than a Retainer ; which may in time bring 
them to a like Preferment: Such Agents may ſeem 
Lambs, but in the end they will be found as ſavage as 
Tygers, and as falſe as the Camelions. Till now our 
wanton King had never felt the true touch of a juſt 
grief; but mens misfortunes alter their impreſſions ; he 
inwardly and heartily laments his own diſhonour, yet 
ſtrives to hide and conceal his Sorrow, leſt thoſe about 
him might be quite dezeed. It was a bitter Corrofive 
to think, how oft his Royal Father had diſplaid his 
vidorious Colours, which knew not how to fight un- 
leſs to conquer : How often had he over-run this Neigh- 
bour-Nation, and made them take ſuch Laws as he 
impoſed? How many times had he overthrown their 
reateſt Armies, and made them ſue they might be- 
come his Subze&s? The memory of this doth vex his 
Spirits, and makes him vow Revenge and utter Ruine. 
He calls to Council all his Lords and Leaders, and lays 
before them the antient Glory of the Kingdom, the 
late Misfortune, and his proper Errours, and laſtly his 
deſire to right his Honour. They glad to hear the King 
in the ſenſe of ſo general a diſgrace touch'd with ſo 
noble a ſtrain, do ſpur it on before it cool'd, or the 
Scots ſhould grow too proud of their new Glory. The 
former Loſs had toucht ſo near the quick, that there 
is now a more wary Reſolution : Diſpatches are ſent 
out for a more exact and full proviſion ; a mature Conlſt- 
deration is thought neceſſary before it come to action : 
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Tork is made the Cabinet for this grave Council, there 
the King ſoon appears, attended by all the braveſt and 
ableſt Spirits of the Kingdom. The act of the firſt con- 
ference tends to the ſecurity of Berwick, the ſtreet-door 
of the North, and principal Key of the borders. This 
care with a full proviſion is committed to the Fidel: 
and Valour of Sir Peter Spalden, who undertakes the 
charge, being plentifully furniſht, and promiſeth defence 
againſt the united Power of Scotland. This unfortunate 
King was as unhappy in Councel as in Action. A ſhort 
time ſhews this unworthy Knight to the world falſe and 
| perfidious. Robert le Bruce, that had *this Strength as a 
mote in his eye, conceived it by force almoſt impregna- 
ble; this made him ſeek to undermine it by corruption, 
and aloof off to taſte the palate of this new Governour. 
The Hook was no ſooner baited, but the Trout falls a 
nibbling ; ready Money, and a fpecious promiſe of an 
expectant Preferment, makes this Conſpiracy. perfe&, 
which at one blow ſells the Town, with all its warlike 
Provifions, and the treacherous Keeper's Reputation and 
Honour. The Pope, who: with a pious and a truel 
compaſſionate eye beheld the miſery of this Diſſention, 
and the unnatural effuſion of ſo much Chriſtian Bloud, 
ſeeks to reform it; and to this effec, ſends over two of 
his Cardinals to mediate a Peace, and to compoſe, if it 
might be, the differences in queſtion. They being ar- 
rived in England, come down into the North to the 
King, by whom they are with great Ceremony, accor- 
ding to the faſhion of thoſe Religious Times, received 
and welcomed. They . diſcourſe to him the occaſion 
of their Employment, and encline him with many ex- 
cellent and vertuous motives to embrace a Peace with 
Scotland. The greenneſs of ' the Diſgrace, and the 
| late Wound yet bleeding new , kept him in a long 
demurrer. - Yet the holy and milde proſecution of 
theſe holy Fathers won him at length to their Media- 
tion, with a proviſo that he were not too far prejudiced 


in 


— I 


EDwar D the Second. 


43 


in Intereſt and Honour. With this Anſwer they take 
their leave, and proſecute their Journey for Scotland ; 
| but with an example full of barbarous Inhumanity, they 
are in the way ſurpriz'd and robbed. Infinitely is the 
King incensd with this andacious at, which threw fo 
foul a fiain upon the whole Nation ; which cauſcth a 
ſtrict inquiſition for the diſcovery of theſe MalefaQors, 
which are ſoon known and taken. Middleton and Selby, 
both Knights, expiate the offence with their ſhametul 
Execution. The perſons of Embaſſadours amongſt the 
moſt favage Nations are free from rapine ; but being 
cloarhed in the habit of Religion and ſuch a Greatneſs, 
and going 1n a work ſo good and glorious, certainly it 
was an act deſerv'd fo ſevere a puniſhment. Immediate- 
ly at the heels of this, follows another Example leſs in- 
famous, but far more full of danger. Sir Foſline Den- 
vile, having waſted his eſtate, and not able to leſſen the 
height of his former expences,gets into his ſociety a Re- 
giment of Ruffians, terming themſelves Out-Jaws : with 
theſe he infeſts the North with many outragious Riots ; 
infomuch that no man that had any thing to loole, could 
be ſecure in his own houſe from Murder, Theft and Ra- 
pine. A little time had brought ;this little Army, _— 
like a Snow-ball, to the number of 200o ; all the dil- 
eaſed flux of the corrupted humours of thoſe parts flye 
to this Impoſthume. An Attempt ſo impudent and daring 
flyes ſwiftly to the Kings knowledg. Report, that {el- 
dom leflens, makes rhe danger far greater than it de- 
ſerv'd: The Royal ear conceits it Jittle better than a 
flat Rebellion, whoſe apprehenſion felt it ſelf guilty of 
matter enough to work on. This made an inſtant levy, 
and as ready a diſpatch for the ſuppreſſion of the flame, 
while it but burnt the ſuburbs. Experience ſoon re- 
turns, the Fear is found greater than the Cauſe ; the 
principal Heads and Props of this Commotion are fur- 
prized, and fall under the ſeverity of that Law, whoſe 
prote&ion they in this enterprize had abſolutely dit- 
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claimed. Thoſe that more narrowly examin'd the depth 
of this Canvention, believ'd it but a maſque for a de- 
ſigne more perillous. The intemperate and indiſcreet 
Government had alien'd the hearts of this People ; there 
was a general face of Diſcontent over the whole King- 
dome ; the Ulcers feſter'd dayly more and more ; the 
Scotiſh diſaſter is aſcribed to the Regal weakneſs, and 
all things ſeem'd to tend to quick contuſion. If this un- 
adviſed and il|-grounded diforder had taſted the general 
| inclination in a more innocent and juſtifiable way , it 
| was conſtantly believed the King had ſooner felt the 
| publick Revolt of the whole Kingdom : But this work 
' was reſerved till a farther time, and the operation of 
thoſe that had the opportunity of effeCting it with more 
, power, and a fairer pretence of Juſtice. It is a very 
| dangerous thing when the Head 1s 1I], and all the Mem- 
| bers ſuffer by his infirmity. Kings are but men, and 
| Man is prone to Errour; yet if they manage their di- 
ſtempers with Wiſdome or Diſcretion, ſo that they lye 
not open to publick view and cenſure, they may be 
counted faults, Lat not predictions: but when the heart 


deſtruction. 


is gangren'd, and the world perceives it, it is the fatal 
| mark of that infeion, which doth betoken ruine and 
The Cardinals are now come back, the 
hopes of Peace are deſperate;the Scots are on the Sunny- 
ſide of the hedge, and will have no Conditions but ſuch 
as may not be with Honour granted. Edward inflam'd, 
will have no farther Treaty ; this makes them take their 
leave, and haſten homeward. Their Lofles liberally 
are requited, and many goodly Gifts beſtow'd at par- 
ting. Being come to Rome, they inform his Holineſs of 
the ſucceſs of their journey ; who takes ill the contu- 
macy of the perfidious Scots, and excommunicates both 
that King and Kingdom. Bur this thunderbolt wrought 
a {mall effe&t ; where Honeſty had o little an acquain- 
tance, Religion muſt needs be a great ſtranger. The 
loſs of Barwick, and the diſgrace of his firſt Overthrow, 

calls 
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till the moving of the Army, which is advanc'd with all 
{peed poſſible. Men, Arms, and Money, with all ſach 


War as begin it, are ſuddenly ready in full proportion. 
The Army attends nothing but the King's Perſon, or 
ſome more lucky General to lead it. In the knowledg 
he looſeth no time, but appears in the Head of his 
Troops, and leads them on, making an armed hedge a- 


his moving. The Council of War thought it not ex- 

ient to leave ſuch a thorn in the heel of fo glorious 
an Army. The Scots thought it too great a hazard to 
attempt the breach of ſo ſtrong a body, ſo excellently 
intrencht and guarded ; the memory of former paſſages 
made them entertain this War with leſs heat, but with 
a more ſolid judgment. Barwick they knew was ſtrong 
by Art and Nature, and fully provided to hold the Ex- 
gliſh play, till Want and the Seaſon of the Year did 
make them weary. This made them leave the road- 
way, and continue the War more by Diſcretion than 
Valour. But during theſe paſſages, the Divine Juſtice 
ſends down the other three fatal executioners of his 
wrath, Plague, Dearth, and Famine ; no part is free, 


calls the King to adventure a Revenge, which he thinks 
he had too long adjourned. He makes it a diſputable 

ueſtion, whether he ſhould beliege Barwick,, or in- 
vade Scotland ; but the conſideration thereof is referr'd 


other Proviſions as were as well fit to continue the 


bout Barwick, before his enemies had full knowledg of | King E4w. 


belieges - 
Barwick, 


A great 
Dearth, 


| but hath his portion of one or all of theſe ſo cruel Si- 
ſters. To make this miſery more perfeR, the wylie 
Scots taking the advantage of the King's fruitleſs encam- 
ping before Barwick, like a land-flood over-run the 
naked Borders, and boldly march forward into the 
Country, with Fury, Blood, and Rapine. The ſtuff 
| that ſhould ſtop this breach, was abſent with the King, 

ſo that they finde no rub in their eruption. The Arch- 


which la- 
ſted three 
years, 


The Scotch 
OVET-run 


the Borders, 


The Arch- 


| Biſhop of Tork, a Reverend Old man, but a young Soul- 


dier ; able enough in his element, but ignorant in the 
Rules 


(th them, 
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| Rules of Martial Diſcipline, reſolves to oppoſe this un- 


ruly devaſtation ; he ſtraightways muſters up his Con- 
gregations, and gives them Arms, that knew ſcarce uſe of 
Iron. Soon had his example collected up a multitude, 
in number hopeful; but it was compoſed of men fitter 
to pray for the ſucceſs of a Battle, than to fight it. 
With theſe, and an undaunted Spirit,” he affronts his 
Enemies, and gives them an encounter, making Mzltor 
upon Swale more memorable by the blood of this 
Diſaſter. His Victorious and Triumphing Enemies 
chriſtned this unhappy Confli& in derifion, The white 
Battle. Many Religious-men, with loſs of their Lives, 


purchas'd here their firſt Apprentiſhip in Arms , and 


found that there was a dangerous difference betwixt 
fighting and praying. The intent of this grave Biſhop 
was certainly noble and worthy ; but the a& was in- 
conſiderate, weak, and ill-adviſed. It was not proper 
to his Profeſſion, to undertake a Military Fun&ion, in 
which his hope in reaſon anſwer'd his experience ; nei- 
ther did it agree with the Innocency and Piety of his 
Calling , to be an aQor in the effuſion of Blood, 
though the quarrel were defenfive, but by compulſion. 
But queſtionleſs he meant well, which muſt excuſe his 
action. Too great a care improperly expreſt, doth 
often looſe the cauſe it ſtrives to advantage. In all de- 
liberations of this nature, where ſo many Lives are at 
ſtake, there ſhould be a deep forefight even in matter of |. 
circumſtance ; and the quality as well of our own, as of 
our adverſaries, duely confidered ; elſe with a dange- 
rous errour we leave the fucceſs'to the will of Fortune, 
who in nothing is more tickle and wanton, than in the 
event of Battles, which are ſeldom gain'd by multitude, 
the Mother of Confuſion. To be a General, is an a& of 
BE and doth require a preat and perfe& Know- 
edge, ripe by Experience, and made full by Pradtice. 

It is not*enough to dare to fight, which is but Valour ; 

but to know how and when, which makes it perfe&. 

Diſcretion 
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Diſcretion and Judgment ſometimes teach advantage , 
which make (the weight being light) the ſcale more 
even. I will not deny, but the moſt expert Leader may 
have all theſe, and yet may looſe a Battle ; ſince (as 
all chings are) this great defigne is guided by a Divine 
Providence; and many Accidents may happen betwixt 
the Cup and the Lip, while things are in ation. But- 
he that hath a well-gronnded and warrantable reaſon for 
his Engagement, may loſe the day, and yet preſerve his 
Honour. While-men do cenſure Errours, not Events of 
Actions, which ſhew them good or bad, as they be 
grounded. The News of the Defeat of this Spiritual 
Army, like the voice of a Night-raven, had no ſooner | 71. king 
croakt his ſad eccho in the King's ear, but he ſtraight | leaves Bar- 
raiſeth his Army, weaken'd with Famine, and leſſen'd | "'* 
with Sickneſs. The prigging Scots {ceing his going off, 
judge his Retreat little better than a plain flight ; which 
gave them heart to ſet upon the fag-end of his Troops, 
which they rout and break, to the aſtoniſhment of the 
whole Army. This done, they return, and think it 
honour enough they had done the work they came for. 
The King doubles his pace homewards ; inſtead of Tri- 
umph, glad he had got looſe from ſo imminent a danger. 
This blank return fill'd the Kingdom with a fretting mur- 
mur, and forreign Nations thought their Valour chang 'd, 
who had fo oft before o'recome this Nation. Mated 
with grief, oppreſt with ſhame and forrow, Edward 
exclaims againſt his wayward Fortune, that made his 
Greatneſs, like the Crab, go backward ; while he ſeeks 
to improve, the opinion of his worth he impairs, and | 
ows {till leaner ; and when he ſhuns a taint, he findes | 
a miſchief. Sadly he now reſolves no more to tempt 
her ; he lays afide his Arms, for harms to feed his hu- 
mour. His Vanities (companions of his Greatneſs) had 
ſlept out the night of theſe combuſtions ; he-now a- | 
wakes them, with a new aſſurance they ſhould |poſlets | 
their former manſion. His wandring eyes now ravage 
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through the confines of his great Court, made looſe by 
his example. Here he ſeeks out ſome Piece, or Copper- 
metal, whom by his Royal ſtamp he might make cur- 
rant. He findes a ſpacious choice, being well-attended, 
but *twas by ſuch as made their rongues their fortunes ; 
Vain-glory here found none to cure it, and the fick 
heart ne're felt the touch of Wormwood. The Agents 
were compos'd of the juſt temper, as was the ſpring 
that gave their tongues their motion ; ſuch an harmo- 
nious Conſort fits the Organ, that lov'd no flats nor 
ſharps, or forc'd diviſion. No language pleas'd the | 
King, (the Servants know it) but that which was as 
ſmooth as Gold new burniſht. Old anrient truth was, 
like a thread-bare Garment, eſteem'd a foul diſgrace 
to cloath a Courtier. Sincerity was no fit Maſter for 
theſe Revels, nor honeſt Plainneſs for a ſeat in Council. 
This made this King, this Court, and glorious Kingdom, 
fall by degrees into a ſtrange confuſion. The Infide- 
lity of Servants cloathed in hypocxifie,betrayes the Ma- 
ſter, and makes his miſery greater or leſs dangerous, 
according to the qualities of their employments. Ir is 
an excellent conſideration for the Majeſty of a King, in 
eleCtion, to refle& on Goodneſs, Truth, and Ability, for 
his attendance, more than the natural parts, or thoſe 
that are by Art and Cunning made pliable to his Diſpo- 
ſition. The firſt prove the props of Greatneſs , the 
other the inſtruments of Danger and Diſorder ; which 
makes the Maſter at beſt pitied, but moſt commonly 
hated and ſuſpeQed. Neither is it fate for the Royal 
ear to be principally open to one mans information, or 
to rely ſolely on his judgment. Multiplicity of able 
Servants that are indiffterently (if not equally) counte- 
nanced, are the ſtrength and ſafety of a Crown, which 
gives it glory and luſtre. When one man alone as 
all parts, it begets a world of errour , and endangers 
not only the Head, but all the Members. 

Edward could not but know, that a new Preſident 
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at a ſecond hand ; yet he is reſolv'd of a new choice, 
of ſuch a Favourite as might ſupply and make good the 
room of his loſt beloved Gyveſton ; hence ſprung that 
fatal fire which ſcorcht the Kingdom with inteſtine 
Ruine. He was put to no great trouble to ſeek a for- 
reign Climate; he had variety of his own, that might be 
eafrly made capable __ for ſuch a looſe employ- 
ment; He had a {warm of Sycophants that gap'd after 
preatneſs, and cared not to pawn their Souls to gain 
promotion ; amongſt theſe. his eye fixt on Spencer,, a 
man till then believ'd a naked States-man; he was young, 
and had a pleaſing aſpe@ ; a perſonage though not 
ſaper-excellent, yet well enough to make a formal Mi- 
\ The Ladder by which he made his aſcent, was 
principally thus: he had been always conformable to 
the King's Will, and never denied  to' ſerve his appe- 
tite in every his ways and occaſions; which was vertue 
enough to give him wealth and title. Some others think 
this feat was wrought by Witchcraft, and by the Spells 
of a grave Matron,that was ſuſpe&ed to have a Journey- 
man Devil to be her Loadſtone::, which is not alto- 
gether improbable, if we behold the progreſſion ; for 
never was Servant more infolently fortunate, nor Ma- 
ſter unreaſonably indulgent. Their paſſages are as much 
beyond belief, as contrary to the Rules .of Reaſon: 
But leaving the diſcourſe of the Cauſe, the King ap- 
plauds his own Workmanſhip, and doats infinitely on 
the Non-age of this Impoſture, which ſeeing - the ad- 


nature he were proud, - harſh, and tyrannons; yet he 
cloaths himſelf in the habit of Humility, as obſequious 
to his Maſter, as ſmooth and winning to his Aequain- 
tance; knowing that a Rub might make the Bowl fall 
ſhort while it was running : -Heat of Blood, and height 
of Spirit, conſult more with Paſſion than Judgment ; 


over his Royal actions, muſt make his SubjeRs his but | 


vantage, labours to advance it; and though in his own | 
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| where all ſides are agreed, quick ends the bargain. 
Spencer muſt riſe, the King himſelf avows it ; and who 
was there durſt croſs their Sovereigns pleaſure ? The 
reſolution known, like flocks of Wild-geeſe, the ſpawn 
of Court-corruption fly to claw him. The great ones 
that till now ſcarce knew his Off-fpring, think it an ho- 
nour to becoine his Kinſmen: The Officers of 'State, 
to win his favour, forget their Oaths, and make his Will 
their Juſtice. Lord, how the Vermin creep to this warm 
Sun-ſhine, and count cach Bean of his a ſpecial Favour ! 
Such a thing is the Prologue of a beginning Greatneſs, | 
that it can Metamorphoſe all but thoſe that hate it. 

The King, though he were pleaſed with this new 
Nructure , yet his inward revolutions were not alto- 
gether free from agitation. He beheld the Lords and 
Kingdom now quiet, and the Scotch Tragedy worn out 
of ory ; he was not without cauſe doubtful, whe- 
ther this new A& might not cauſe a new DiſtraGtion : 
He calls to minde the ground of his firſt troubles, and 
found it had with this a near reſemblance ; He looks 
upon the fallied State ſcarce cleanſed, and fear'd this 
teap might canfe a new pollution. Theſe thonghts,like 

ifty vapours, foon diffolved, and ſeem'd too dull. to 
feed his Love-fick fancy. His hatred to the Barons bids 
him freely venture ; that im their moving he mighe ſo o 
A which on cool blood might ſeem too —_ 
Injuſtice. —_— Death lay in his heart mnpoſtum'd, 
not to be cur'd, by a bloody iflue. From this falſe 
ground he draws his proper ruine, making Phantafms 
ſeem as deeds were ated. Such Caſtles in the Air are 
poor Con ceptions, that ſell the Skin before the Beaſt be 
kifled. The ar rr turns + he well knew 
it ; the hope was little mig with ſtriving, where 
all Be Kon was fo much Kſtaſted; but he priz'd 
high his own, contemning theirs, which wrought their 
Death,and after his Misforrune. Being reſolv'd to coun- 
tenance his Will with more haſte than adviſement, He 
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honours the ſubje&t of his choice with the Lord Chan 
berlain's place, profeſling freely he thought him worthy, | 
and would maintain him in it. This foreright jump 
going ſo bigh, made all men wonder, and ſoon fuſpe| 
him guilty of ſome ſecret vertue. Scarce had this new | 
great Lord poſſeſſion of the White-ſtaff, but he forgets | 
his former being, and ſings the right Night-crow's tune 
of upſtart Greatneſs, and follows his Predeceffors pat- 
tern to the life, but with a far more ſtrength and cun- 
ning. He was not born a ſtranger or an alien, but had 
his Birth and breeding here, where he is exalted ; and 
though he had not fo much depth to know the Secrets, 
yet underſtands the plain-Song of the State, and her 
progreſlions, which taught him his firſt Leſſon, That 
Infant-greatneſs falls where none ſupport it : From this 
princple, his firſt work is employ'd to win and to pre- 
ſerve an able party. To work this ſure, - he makes a 
Monopoly of the Kings ear, no man may/gain it but co 
by his permiſſion ; eſtabliſhing a ſure intelligence with- | ticy. 
in the Royal Chamber ; not truſting one, but having 
ſundry Agents, who muſt ſucceſſively attend all mo- | 
tions: By this he wedgeth in his Sentinels at ſuch a 
diſtance , that none can move , but he receives the | 
Larum. The firſt requeſt he makes his Sovereign (who | | 
nc're demied him) was, that he wonld not paſs a-Grazt, 
ell he furvey'd it 3 for this he makes a zealous care the 
cover; left by ſach Gift” the Subje& might be prieved, 


am 


the King abuſed. This ſtratagem unmaskt, gave 
knowledge, who ever leapt the Horſe he held the Bridle, 


which  rein'd his foes up ſhort, while friends unhors'd 
them; and raiſed as he pleaſed all fuch as brib'd or 
ſought him. To mix thefe ſerious ſtrains with lighter | 
objets, he feeds the current of his Sovereign's Vices | | 
with ſtore of full delights, to keep him buſted, whilſt 
he might a& his part with more attention. He quarrels | 
thoſe whom he ſuſpe&s too honeſt, or at the leaſt not 
bis more than their Maſters, and quickly puts them off, | 
| that 
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that there may be entry for ſuch as he prefers, his proper 
creatures ; fo that a ſhort time makes the Court all of 
a ptece at his Commandment. Thoſe whom he fear'd 
zn State would croſs his workings, he ſeeks to win by 
favour or alliance ; if they both fail, he tenders fawly 
to lift them higher by ſome new promotion, ſo he may 
have them ſure on all occafions ; and with theſe baits 
he catcht the hungry Planets. . Such as he fmdes too: 
faithful for ſurpriſal; theſe he fequeſters, mounting his 
Kindred up to fill their places. . The Queer, that had no 
great cauſe to like thoſe Syrens, that caus'd her grief, 
and did ſeduce her Husband, he yet preſumes to court 
with ſtrong profeſſions, vowing to ſerve her as a faith- 
ful Servant. + She feeing into the quality of the time, 
where he was powerful, and ſhe in name a Wife, in 
truth a Hand-maid, doth not oppoſe, but more increaſe 
his Greatneſs, by letting all men know that ſhe receiv'd 
him. To win a nearer place in her opinion, he gains 
his Kindred places next her perſon ; and thoſe that were 
her own, he bribes to. back him. The Court thus fa- 
ſhion'd, he levels at the Country, whence he muſt gain 
his ſtrength, if need enforc'd it. Here he muſt have an 
eſtate, and ſome ſure refuge ; this he contrives,by begging 
the Cuſtody of divers of the principal Honours and 
Strength of the Kingdom. But theſe were no inheri- 
tance which might perpetuate his Memory, or continue 
his Succeſſion. He makes a Salve for this Sore ; and 
to be able to be a fit Purchaſer of Lands, by the bene- 
fit of the Prerogative he falls a ſelling of Titles, in which 
it was believd he thrivd well, though he fold many 
more Lordſhips than he bought Mannors ; by this 
| means yet he got many pretty retiring places for a youn- 
ger Brother, within the moſt fertil Counties of the King- 
dom. This for the Private, now to the Publick ; he 


makes ſure the principal Heads of Juſtice, that by them | 
his credit might pleaſure an old Friend, or make a new 


at his pleaſure. If in this number any 'one held him at 
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too {mart a diſtance , prizing his integrity arid honour 
before -1o baſe a traffique, he was an ill Meniber of State, 
and either filenc'd, or (ent to an Iriſh or Welſh Employ- 
mert..-; It is enough- to be behev'd faulty, where a 
diſputation. is not admitted. The Hare knojvs, her ears 
be:.not horns, yet dares not venture a Tryal, where 
things muſi not -be ſentenc'd as they are, »but as they 
are taken. ., The Commanders that ſway moſt in-Popu- 
lar Faction, ''as far as he durſt or might without com- 
buſtion, he cauſeth to be conferr'd on his Friends and 
Kindred ; and above; all things, he ſettles a ſure Cor- 
reſpondence of Intelligence m all 'the quarters of the 
Kingdome, as a neceflary leading preſident : he 
fills the peoples ears with rumour of forreign danger, to 
buſic their brains from diſcourſing Domeſtick Etrours ; 
| and ſends out a rabble. of ſpying Mercnries, who are 
| inſtructed to talk liberally, to taſte other mens inclina- 
| nations, and feel the pulies of thoſe that had moſt cauſe 
| to be diſcontented. : For the. antient Nobility, which 


| was a more difficult work to reduce to conformity, lay-| 


| ing aſide the punGilio's of his greatneſs, he ſtrives to 
gain them as he won his Maſter ; but when tie found 
them ſhy and nice to make his party, he flights them 
more and more, to ſhew his Power, and make them 
ſeek to entertain' his fayour. .., And to eclipſe their 
Power by birth and number, he\findes the means to 
make a new Creation, which gave. the: Rabble-Gentry 
upſtart Honours, as Children do give Nuts away by 
handfuls ; yet ſtill be hath ſome feeling of the buſineſs. 
Laſtly, he wins the King to call his Father to the Court, 
who with the ſhoal of all his Kin are ſoon exalted, 
while he makes all things lawful that correſpond his 
Will, or Maſters Humour. He thus aſſuming the ad- 
miniſtration of the Royal affairs, his Maſter giving way 
to all his ations, the incenſed Lords grown out of pa- 
tience, appoint the rendevouz of a ſecret Meeting at 


The Barons 
incenled, 


Sharborowugh, where they might deſcant their griefs with 
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more 


54 


The Raipn and Death of | 


| more freedom, yet with ſuch a cautelous Secrecy, that 


this Harpy with his Lyzceax eyes could not perceive their 
anger. Afſoon as they were met, Thomas of Lancaſter; 
the moſt eminent of this Confederacy, in a grave diſ-| 
courſe lays before thetn the Iniquity of the time, the [n- 
ſolency of this new Ganymede, and the Kings intem- 
perate wretchleſneſs, which made the Kingdom a prey 
to all manner of Injuſtice. Hereford adviſcth, that they | 
ſhould all together petition the King, that he would be 
pleaſed to look into the Diſorders, and grant a Refor- 
mation. Mowbray, Mortimer, and the reſt, ſoar a higher 
pitch, which Clifford thus expreſleth. 


My Lords, It is not now as when brave Lincoln lived, 
whom Edward fear'd, and all the Kingdom honoured. Nor 
is this new Lord a Gaveſton, or naked Stranger, that only 
telly, and. durſt not ac bis Paſſeons. We now muſt bave 
to do with one of our own Conntry, which knows our ways, 
and how to intercept them : See you not how be weaves | 
his webs in Court and Coumry, leaving no means untryed 
may fence bis greatneſs * And can you think a verbal Blaſt 
will ſhake him, or a {et Speech will fink bis daring Spi- 
rit *%> No, he is no fantaſftick Frenc , but knows as 
well as we where we can him : bis Pride is ſuch, he'll 
ne're go leſs a farding ; but he muſt fall a key, or we muſt 
ruine. Women and Children make their tongues their Wea- 
pons ; true Valour needs no words, our wrongs no wran- 

ling. Say this unconſtant King bear our Petition, admit 
- promiſe to redreſs our Grievance ; this ſends us home 
ſecure and well-comented, until the Plot be ripe for our de- 
firudTion. If you will needs diſcourſe your cauſe of Grie- 
wance, be yet provided to make good your errour ; a wiſe 
man gets bis guard, then treats Conditions, which works 
a Peace with eaſe and more aſſurance.9s All Treaties 
vain, our Swords muſt be our warrant, which we may 


draw by ſuch a juſt compulſion : thoſe ready, then attempt 
your pleaſure, and ſee if words can work a Reformation. 
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we come to aft, I'll not be idle : Then let us fall to Arms 
without diſputing ; We'll make this Minion ſtoop, or dye 
with hoxonr. 


This cough Speech, atrered with a Souldier-like liber- 
ty, by one fo truly noble and valiant, inflam'd the 
hearts of ſuch as heard them. They concur all in a gene- 
ral approbation, and —_—_— they fall to preſent Levies. 
Mortimer, a brave young ative Spirit, with his Retinue, 

ains the maiden-head of this great Aftion. He enters 
Ririoully upon the poſſeſſion gl Spencers, ſpoiling and 
waſting like a proteſt enemy. This outrage flics {wift- 
ly to the owners, and appears before them like Scoggins 
crow, multipli'd in carriage. They afſoon make the King 
the ſharer of their intelligence, and increaſe it to their 
beſt advantage. Edward ſenſible of fo audacious an 
affront, thought it did yet rather proceed from private 
ſpleen than publick praftice ; which made ham in the 
tenderneſs of the one, and malice to the other, by Pro- 
clamation thus make known his pleaſure, That the AQors 
of this miſdemeanour ſhould immediately appear perſo- 
nally, and ſhew cauſe, whereby they might juſtifie their 
Adtions, or forthwith to depart the Kingdom, and not to 
return without his ſpecial Licenſe. When the tenour 
of this Sentence was divulged, ahd come to the know- 
ledge of the Confederate Lords, they ſaw their intereſt 
was too deeply at ſtake to be long ſhadow'd. In the obe- 
dience of fuch a doom, the primitie of their Plot muſt re- 
ceive a deſperate blemiſh. They therefore reſolve, as 
they had begun, fo to make good and maintain the 
quarrel ; they reinforce their Forces, and draw them in- 
to a body ſtrong enough to boulſter out their doings, 
and to bid a baſe to the irreſolute wanton King and his 
inglorious Favourite, whoſe Platforms were not yet fo 
compleat, as that they durſt adventure the Tryal of w, 


ſtrong a Battery. Yet the more to juſtifie their Arms 
| Þ_ (which 


I am no tongae-man, nor can move with language ; but if 
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| (which in the beſt conſtrution ſeem'd to ſmatch of Re- 
| | bellion) they ſend unto the King a. fair and humble 
| Meſſage , the Tenor whereof Jets him know , that 
| The Barons | T heir intentions were fair and honeſt ; and that the Fm 
| Meſſage tO | thus levied, were to defend his Honour, and not offend | 
has re | bis P erſon. The Su fferings of the Kingdone were fo deep | 
| and weighty, that all was like to ran to preſent ruine, un | 
| leſs be wonld be pleas'd to cure this Feaver. In all bu- | 
' mility they deſire he would ſequeſter' frong his preſence, and. | 
| their uſurpt authority, thoſe Inſtruments which aGzed this 
diſorder,and that their doings might receive a teſt by a fair 
Tryal. To this if he give way, they would attend him | 
with all the expreſſrons of a Loyal Ang 3 but if bis heart | 
were hardned for denial, they then intreat his pardon that | 
would not be Spectators of the general miſchief' which drew 
too ſwiftly on by this Diſtemper. The. King receiving ſo 
AT peremptory a Mefſlage, thinks this fair gloſs a kind of 
By-your-leave in ſpight of your teeth, He ſaw readily 
how the Game went, and was loath to ſtrike the Hive, 
| for fear the Swarm ſhould ſting him. Dearly he doted 
on his Mimon, yet conceiv'd it fitter he ſhould a little 
| ſuffer, than they both ſhould ruine, which probably 
| might ſoon enſue if they prevailed. He had no power 
provided to withſtand them, nor was he ſure that time 
| would make it ſtronger; the Lords were well belov'd, 
| | their quarrel pleafing, while he had nothing but the 
| name of King, might hope aſliſtance. Now he con- 
| demns bitterly his improvidence, that had not fecur'd his 
, work before he aCts it. Spencer, that ſaw himſelf thus 
| quire foreſtalled, and his great forefight in a manner 
| uſeleſs, ſince thoſe whom he had made were but a hand- 
' ful, and thoſe of the poorer ſort of weaker {pirirs, that 
ſtow themſelves in rempeſts under Hatches, knew 'twas 
| too lare to think of oppoſition ; and therefore perſwades 
his irreſolute Maſter to ſubſcribe to the preſent neceſlity : 
yet ſo, that thele angry Hornets might not be their own 
| Carvers. He knew, or at leaſt behev'd, his faults were 


| not 
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not yet Capital, yet could not tell what conſtrution 
ight be given, if thoſe which were his enemies were 
admitted to be his ſole Judges; and therefore made ra- 
ther choice to be at the mercy of a Parliament, than 
at their diſpoſing. He was not without hope to be able 
to make an able party in this Aſſembly, where at worſt 
he knew he ſhould be fſentenc'd, rather by ſpleen than 
This reſolution by the King approved, an anſwer 

is return'd to the Lords: That his Majeſty having ex- 
axzin'd the contents of their Petition, found therein a fair 
pretext of Juſtice and reaſon; and that if their allegations 
were ſuch as were by them pretended, himſelf would with as 
much willingneſs as they could deſire, jon in the aft of 
Reformation. But for as much as private Paſſion mack it 
ometimes under the vail of publike grievance,and parti- 
cular ends had the pretext of general Reformation,he thought 
it expedient to make this rather a Parliamentary work than 
the a4 of bis Prerogative, or their inforcement ; which was 
more for their proper Honours, and the good of the whole 
Kingdom : which reſolution if they thought fit to entertain, 
be wiſht them to lay down their Arms, which were the 
marks rather of an intended wiolence, than a real deſire of 
Fauftice ; that done, in the knowledg of their approbation, be 
would ſpeedily caitſe his Summons to be ſent out for the calling 
together of this great Aſſembly. The reception of this 
anſwer was not diſpleaſing to the Barons, who defir'd 
thoſe might be the Judges that had equally ſmarted with 


wiſdom to disband their Forces on a bare ſuppoſition ; 
which could not be yet continued, without too much 
charge, and too great jealouſie. To reconcile this, they 
divide themſelves, every one retaining to himſelf a 
guard ſufficient to aſſure his Perſon; and fo diſpoſe the 
reſt; that they might be ready on the leaſt Item. Things 
ſtanding thus, the Writs and Proclamations for Election 
are ſent out, in which there was as much time won as; 
might be taken without ſuſpition. Now is there ſtiff 
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labouring on all fides (though nor viſibly, yer with under- 
hand working) to cauſe a major part in this Ele&ton ; 
which the Lords wiſely foreſeeing (as the main fpri 
that muſt keep all the wheels in their right motion )had be- 
forehand ſo provided for, that the engines of the adverſe 
Party fſerv'd rather to fright, than make a breach in the 
rule and truth of this Ele&ion. The ſubjeRts ſenſible of 
the diſorders of the Kingdom, and ſeeing into the ad- 
vantage which promisd a liberty of Reformation, make 
choice of ſuch as for their wiſdome and integrity deſerv'd 
it; rezeing ſuch as ſought it by corruption, or might be 
in reaſon ſuſpeted. This made the undertakers fall 
ſhort and wide of the Bow-hand. | 
The day of appearance being come , the jealous 
Lords would not rely ſo much on the King's good Na- 
ture, but that they come up like themſelves, bravely 
attended with feveral Crews of luſty Yeomen , that 
knew no other way to win their Landlords favour, bur 
with Fidelity and Valour. Theſe, for diſtinQtion, and 
that they might be known all Birds of a feather, are 
ſuited in  Cafſocks with a white guard athwart ; which 
gave this the name of the Parliament of white Bends. 
Spencer ſeeing the Retinue of his Adverſaries, makes 
himſelf” a Rampire of all his Servants, Friends. and Kin- 
dred. The jealons Citizens, that ſometime look beyond 
their Shop-board, ſeeing ſuch a confluence from all 
parts of the Kingdom, and (o ill-inclin'd, had a kinde 
of ſhivering phantaſie, left while theſe ſtrong Work- 
| men fell a hammering, the Corporation might become the 
Anvil. The Mayor, to prevent the worſt, doubleth the 
Guards, and plants a ſtrong Watch to keep the Gates 
and Suburbs. Now according to the uſual Cuſtome, 
the Speaker is preſented, and the King himſelf doth 
thus diſcourſe his pleaſure, which they attend e're they 


My Lords, and you the Commons of the Nether-Houſe ! 
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I bave at this time. call'd you hither, to crave your aid, 
advice, and beſt afſeftance. I am inform'd my Snbje&s 
are abus'd, and that the Kingdoms welfare dayly ſuffers ; 
fnch afions I maintain not, nor will ſuffer. Sift ont the 
depth of this, and finde the Authors ; which found, I'll 
pumſb as your ſelves think fitting. A Kinodomes weight 
depreſſeth ſo bis Owner, that many faults may ſcape his 
eye unqueſtion'd, your Body is the Perſpicil that fhews 
bim what erronrs be, and how he may prevent them , which 
leads both King and Subje& to a ſettled quiet. Be not 
too curious in your inquiſition, which waſtes but time, and 
feeds diſeaſed Paſſion; nor may you =O thoſe faults that 
are not, which ſavours more of Envy than of Tuſtice. 
Actions of State you may not touch but nicely, they walk 
not in the Road of vulgar Knowledge ; theſe are high 


never fee exaGily : Ton cannot blindfold judge their form or 
ſubſtance. As all times are belies/'d, theſe may be gnilty ; 
yet let your Tudgments make them ſo, not private ancy, 
which is the Nurſe that ſuckles up confuſton. So any a 
Senate ſhould not be the meeting where men to for 
News to feed their malice. Nor may you trench too near 
Soveraigns ations, if they be ſuch as not concern the 
Publick, : Ton would not be reftrain'd that proper freedom, 
which all men challenge in their private dwellings: My 
Servants are mine own, I'll fift their errours, and in your 
juſt complaint corre&t their Vices. Seek not to bar me of a 
free elelion, fince that alone doth fully ſpeak my Power : 
I may in that endure no touch or cavil, which makes a 
King ſeem leſſer than a Subje. IT know thoſe I affe& are 
more obſerved, and Envy waits thetr ations, if not Ha- 
tred ; 'twere yet Injuftice they for this ſhould Vaſe or for 
my Love, not their own Erronrs, periſh.. What one among 
you wonld not be exalted, or be to me as he whom now you 
aim at ? Reaſon and Nature tye me to their limits, elſe 
might you ſhare it in a like proportion. 

Ambition, that betrays poor Mans AfﬀeSions, ftares al- 


Myſteries of private workings , which fore-right eyes can 
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| ways upwards, ſees nothing beneath it , till friving to 
o'rethrow ſome lofty Steeple, it flumbling falls in ſome foul 
Saw-pit. Perhaps the Court is guilty of ſome Errours, the 


wav'd, as afts unfit your knowledge, which rob and tear 
the poor diſtreſſed Commons, who muſt be ſtill poſſeſt ; my 
greater Agents are the contrivers of this publick miſchief, 
while you by theſe make good your proper greatneſs. This 
ſhould not be, if you conceit it rightly; 'tis far from 
Juſtice and a due Proportion, one man ſbould fall, and 
thouſands ſtay unpuniſht, that are more guilty far of foul 
tranſgreſſon. . If you would ſift, and with unpartial dea- 
ling ſweep from the Kingdom ſuch unjuſt Oppreſſors, it 
were a work of goodneſs worth your labour, would leave 
[to after-times a brave Example. But theſe Aſſemblies 
| think thoſe a&s improper, which may refle& upon the pros 
per freehold of thoſe that are moſt nice, and apt to cenſure. 
I now defire (it is your Soveraign ſpeaks it ) you will re- 
form this kinde of ftrange proceeding ; prejudicate not any 
till you finde him faulty, nor ſhoot your darts at one, where 
more are guilty. In ſuch a number diwverſly affected, there 
are, I fear, too many thus affefied, that this advantage 
fits their private rancour, making the Publick Good the 
ftale and ſubje, which aims unwvail'd at nought but In- 
novation. T heſe bufie-brains, unfit to be Law-makers, let 
graver Heads reftrain by their diſcretions ; elſe I muſt 
make them know and feel my Power, I will ſupport and 
ftill aſſiſt your Tuſtice, but may not ſuffer ſuch a fond 
diftemper. Tour Priviledge gives warrant, ſpeak in free- 
dome; yet let your words be ſuch as may become. you; 
if they flye out to taint my Peace or Honour , this San- 
Gnary may not ſerve to give ProteStion; if ſo, ſome 
diſcontent , or ill-affefied Spirit may challenge Power to 
went a Covert Treaſon. But your own Wiſdomes, 1 
preſume , will guide you to make this ſuch , that I may 
often call you. What more is fit , or doth remain un- 
touch d, you flill ſhall underſtand in your progreſſion , 


wherein 


Countrey 1s not free from worſe Oppreſſons ; yet theſe arc | 


| 
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wherein let Vertue lead, and Wiſdome rule your tem- 


per. | 


The King having ended , the ſeveral Members of this 
goodly Body draw together; where notwithſtanding 
chis grave admonition tull of implicite direction, they 
| fall roundly to their buſineſs. For forms-ſake, they a 
while diſcourſe the petty Miſdemeanors of the Kingdom,to 
make a fairer introduction into the rain end of their 
Atſembly. A few Balls being toſt and bandied to and 
fro, they begin to crack the Nut where the Worm lay 
that eat the Kernel. No ſooner was the Vote of the 
Houle diſcover'd, but informations fly in like Points, by 
dozens ; no buſineſs is diſcours'd which toucht the diſho- 
nour of the King, the grief of the Kingdom, or the op- 
preſiion of the Subject, but ſtraight flies upward, and 
makes a noiſe that all had one beginning. The general 
thus far queſtioned, the particulars come to a reckoning, 
| wherein Spencer is pointblanck charg'd with Infolency, | The Com- 
Injuftice, Corruption, Oppreſſuon, negle& of the publick, and —o Px 
immoderate advancentent of his own particular. Thoſe few | gainſt Sper- 
faint friends he had gotten into this number, more to | 
expreſs their own abilities, than with a hope of prevail- 
ing, hearing theſe thundering aſperſions, riſe up to 
juſtifie, or if that fall ſhort, to extenuate the faults of 
their glorious Patron 3 but their Oratory prov'd, juſt like 
the Cauſe they ſtrive to defend, full of apparent falſhood. 
Thoſe nimbler ſpirits that haunt the Ghoſts of corrupted 
| greatneſs, ſeek not to Undermine this great Building, 
whoſe ſtructure had fo haſty and rotten a Foundation, 
but prove in reaſon, juſtice, and neceſlity, that it ought 
to be Demoliſhed , ſince it was the Spring that polluted 
all the leſſer Fountains. The places of Fudicature being 
ſtill rzarted , the Purchaſer muſt fell his Judgements ; 
which was a commerce fit for thoſe that had the worlt,and 
were moſt diffident, The Simoniacal trading for Spiri- 


tual promotions, as it diſhonoured the dignity, 1o it muſt 
| | exalt 


Es 
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exalt ſuch as knew better how to ſhare their Flocks than 

zed them. Bartring of Honour tor private lucre, would 
ruine the glory of antiquity in blood, and in another age, 
as prodigal as this, make Lords as common as Drowers. 
Poſſeſſion of ſo many great Offices,as it was an injury to 
thoſe of more deſerving, ſo might it in time become a Mo- 
nopoly for every new-made UVpſtart. Serling the ſtrengths 
and Military Proviſion in the command of One fo much in- 
ſufficient, muſt open the way to foraign loſs, or do- 
meſtick miſchief. Planting of the principal Officers of 
the Common-wealth by one mans corrupt diſtribution, 
muſt bring all to his mes and the Kingdom to con- 
fuſion. Admiſſion of the Royal car to one Tongue only, 
ties all the reſt, and reſembles the Councel-chamber to 
a School where Boys repeat their Leſſons. Theſe paſ- 
ſages diſcours'd and Aphoriſm'd at large in the Houle ; at 
the private Committee, divers fouler ſuſpitions and aggra- 
vations are treated with a greater freedom; which being 
again with their ſeveral proofs reported before the 
whole Body, by the general doom he is pronunced guzlty. 
This daring favourite (eeing the violence of the Tide, be- 
gins to fear it ; and letting his Anchor fall, hulls out the 
full Sea mn the Royal Harbour ; he ſtrikes his top-ſail, yet 
_ | contemns the Winds that cauſe the Tempeſt, and quarrels 
with their Power muſt be his Judges. This takes away all 
hope of reconcilement,and more inflam'd their hearts that 
did purſue him. They know he now muſt fall, or they 
muſt ruine. Lions may not be toucht, till they be ſure, 
leſt breaking looſe, they tear thoſe Gins that catch them. 
This conſideration begets a ſolemn Meſſenger, well at- 
tended with divers Seconds, to make a full relation both 
of their Verdifi and whole Proceedings. 

The Lords being prepoſleſt by their own knowledg, of 
all the ations of this falſe I-poſtor, after a Conference and 
grave diſcuſſion, pronounce their Sentence, That the 
Spencers, Father and Son, ſhonld both be forthwith ſem 
to live iz Exile. This done, a grave Declaration is 
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made by both Houſes,and preſented to the King, exprel- 
ſing the Tenour of their doom, and reaſons moved them 
to it, The King, as weak in his diſtractions, as wilful 
in advantage, fees now there was no ſtriving, unleſs he 
would adventure his own hazard by ſuch denial. No 
time 1s now left for diſpute ; he ratifies the Sentence, 
and preſent execution ſ{wittly follows Judgment. Imme- 
diately are theſe two great Conrtiers carryed with more | 
attendants than they car'd for, unto the Port of Dower, | 
and ſtraightways ſhipt, to ſeek ſome other Fortune. 
The Sor: is no whit dejzeted, but bears up bravely : | 
He knew his Maſter's Love, and ſcorti'd their Malice. 
Parting, he takes a filent farewel full of rancour, which 
vows revenge, and hopes to live to ad it. The aged 
Father, whoſe Guilt was leſs, and fortow greater, de- 
fervd in Juſtice Pity and COND his ſnowie | 
Winter melts in tears, and ſhews his inward grievance 

bitterly he tax2th his Sons Pride, and his own Vanity, 
exclaiming againſt the rigour of his fortune, that had 
n the laſt aC of his age caſt him ſo cruelly from his 
Inheritance, and at the very brink of che grave eſtrang'd 
him from his Birth-right. He confefſeth the impro-| 
vidence of his errour, which being raisd by by-ways, 
fought to keep it. Laſtly, he wiſheth his behaviour 
had beerr ſatch, that in this change might give him help 
or pity ; but it is the infeparable companion of Great- | 
nefs fraudulently gotten, not by Deſert or Vertue, it | 
prefers falſhood; and a kinde of ſhifting juggling, before | 
a winning truth or goodneſs, which draws with it a firm 
afſurance. Of all others, it is the moſt erroneous fond 
opinion, which conceits AﬀeQtions may be won and | 
continued in a fubordinate way. They are the proper | 
Operations of the Soul, which move alone in their own | 
courſe, without a forc'd compulſion. Other ways may 
ſerve as temporary proviſions, but he that by a juſt 
defert, and credit of his own worth, hath won the 
Love of good men, hath laid himſelf a ſure founda- | 


tion :| 
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| tion: This makes his Honour his own, and the Succe(- 
| ſion permanent to his continuing praiſe and glory. 
| Theſe imperioxs Servants thus removed, the elder, in 
| | obedience of his Doom, makes a forreign Climate wit- 
The $9n | nels his Submiſſion. © The younger, of a more impatient 
; turns Pi- ' and turbulent ſpirit, makes the ſpacious Sea the centre 
T9986 | of his dwelling. He would not truſt to any other Na- 
tion, ſince his own Climate fo unkindly left him. . The 
| King, yet ſcarcely weaned from his ſorrow, makes yet 
fair weather to the parting Baroxs ; -He thanks them for 
their care and great diſcretion, which he would ſtill ac- 
knowledge and remember. Thus Kzngs can play their 
parts, and hide their Secrets, making the Tongue the in- 
ſtrument of ſweetneſs, when that the Heart is full of 
bitter Gall and Wormwood. They knew he juggled, 
yet applaud his Goodneſs, and give him back an An- 
{wer juſtly ſuiting ; their Tongues ſeem'd twins, their 
Hearts had both one temper, which at the length oc- 
caſioned all their ruine. And thus with the EnaCtin 
.of ſome few ragged Laws, He diflolves this Meeting. 
Now is the loſt Chamberlain furrowing up the watery 
ſides of angry Neptune, wafting about the skirts of his 
firſt dwelling : falling ſhort in the poſlibility of revenge 
of thoſe he hated, he vows to make the harmleſs Mer- 
chant feel it. What by ſurprize, and what by purchaſe, 
he had made himſelt ſtrong at Sea, and well provided ; 
with which he ſcowres the Coaſt, and robs all comers, 
| making a pryzze of all he rifled. Sometimes he flips into 
| the' private Harbours, and thence brings out the Ships 
| were newly laden: ſuch work to thoſe that trade by Sea, 
breeds ſtrange amazement. A Piracy ſo ſtrong and 
daring, ſoon makes the terrour great, the clamour great- 
er: the Councel-table's covered with Petitions, the 
| | Royal ear is cloy'd with exclamations; all ſtill enforce 
that Trade muſt fink and founder, unleſs the King the 
ſooner did prevent it. Edward well knew their griets, 
and did believe them ; but ſaw withal it was his Spencer 


cauſed 
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cauſed them, whom he too well atie&ed to purlue with 
danger. He thinks it reaſon to eaſe his grievance ere 
he right the Subject ; let them expe and bite upon the 
bridle, that they may taſte the errour of their Judg- 
ment. Neceflity in time would make them {eek their 
uiet, the means whereof he thinks not fit to motion ; 
yet ſtill he thunders out his ſhew of anger; and gives 
directions that thipping ſhould be rigg'd and mann'd, 
well-turniſh'd ro bang this Pyrate off from his oppreſli- 
on, whom he would take, or loſe the Royal Navy ; yet 
under-hand he countermands theſe Precepts, pretending 
preſent want for ſuch proviſion as might make good at 
full this Expedition; which ſhould be done ſecurely, 
though delay'd. While thus the rage grows out of 
this diſorder, all Plaints prove fruitlels, there was no 
proviſion. The flock of Merchants all appear betore | The Mer- 
him, letting him know the ſtate they ſtood in ; Their ns” + <a 
Stocks, his Cuſtome muſt impair and miniſh, unleſs ſome | Kingagaini 
preſent courſe repreſs this Pyrate. The King gave An-| m- 
iwer, He laments and pitied their Loſs, his Wants, and | Tye King, 
private Dangers, which in the inſtant was of ſuch a ng-| Anſwer. 
ture, that be had cauſe to fear his proper ſafety. The 
Malecontents, that fiſh in troubled waters, were plotting | 
new Combuſtions to a& their malice ; be underſtood their 
workings fltrong and cunning, which he was forc'd to flop 
with haſte, or looſe the Garland. This was the cauſe be 
conld not yet go onward to help their griefs, which ſhortly 
be intended ; till which, be wiſht their grave Deliberations 
conld fall upon ſome way might ſtop the current, and take 
off Spencer from ſo curſt proceeding, which he beliex'd he 
ated by enforcement, rather than Will to wrong his fellow- 
Subjefis. The Citizens, as naturally talkative as ſulpi- 
cious, parting from the King forget their Lofles, and 
fall ro a liberal diſcourſing upon the King's words, 
what the Plot of this great Treaſon might be. They 
were not without a kinde of jealous ſu{picion, leſt the 


City might ſhare in the ſufferance,jt it came to be acted. 
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The King 
writcs to 


the Lords. 


The Earons 
Anſwer. 
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A little time brought this news to be the common dif- 
courſe of every Barbers ſhop and Conduit. To make 
the ſuſpition more authentical, the King makes a ſtrong 
Guard about his Perſon, ſending forth directions to his 
friends and all his well-afteted ſubjects, that they ſhould 
enable themſelves with the beſt ſtrength they could, and 
to be ready on occaſion upon an hours warning. To 
lull the watchful Lords afleep , he addrefles unto them 
his particular Letters, full of humanity and pentleneſs, 
deſiring as he moſt repoſed on their loves and fidelity, ſo 


| that they would (if the neceſſity required ) be ready to af- 


ſoft bim againſt a crew of diſordered perſons, who were ſe- 
cretly contriving both the ruine of Himſelf, the antient No- 
bility,and the Kingdom ;, their Plot was not yet ripe,and he 
conceiv'd it in the reaſon of State, fit to bave the Birds fluſh 
before he caught them. The Lords,that in the firſt rumour 
ſuſpe&ed it had ſome refleQion on their particular, or a 
meer noiſe withour ground or ſubſtance; on the receipt 
of this Letter alter their opinion, and believe there was 
ſome real cauſe of this ſuſpition. They knew the King 
was wretchleſs,dull, and ſleepy, and did not uſe to wake 
but when it thunder'd ; they think him ſhort. in depth 
of ſo much judgment, as with a Jigg of State might catch 
them naked. His Letter ſeem'd a character of truth, but 
not of cunning ; this kept them free from boubt, but not 
from danger. 

They Pn back an anſwer graciouſly received; thens- 
ſelves, their firengths and ſtates ſbould wait bis Pleaſure. 
Theſe paſſages thus ſpent, the Crtizens, that like no laws 
but thoſe of profit, do lay their heads together, to finde 
out a way how to diſpoſe things, ſo that they might 
trade with fafety. A cunning Enginier (one of the 
Kings own making) avows there was no means but one 
co make things ſure, which was, to move the King to call 
the Spencers home, and reconcile them. The ſequel was 
not fearful, ſince this Tryal would make them know 
themſelves, and be more quiet; if not, they yet might 

be 
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be in diſtance where they might be ſurpriz'd it they of- 
fended. This Propoſition findes conſent and liking 1n | 
the grave Brain of the deep Corporation : in ſtead of | 
puniſhment ſo well deſerved, the Thief muſt be prefer- | 
red, to free the paſſage; yet to excuſe their errour,they | 
ſaw the King had an itching inclination that way, and 
were not without a hope that Spencer being by their | 
means recalled, would, of a profeſt enemy, become a | 
ſure friend to the City. This gave them heart ro draw | The r,nds- | 
up their Petition, and immediately to preſent it to the | ners Peti- 
King ; who having that he lookt for, in outward ſhew | 

ſeem'd nothing well contented. He bids them examine | return. 

well the nature of their Petition, which run in a dired line | 
in oppoſition againſt a Parliamental ſentence, and would 
incenſe the reconciled Barons, againſt whoſe '' ſtrength 
be could not well oppoſe, but it wmft hazard bim and all 
the Kingdom. Tet if their wiſdomes did think, fit, in their | 
aſſur'd aſſiſtance he would wenture, ſince be prefer'd their | 
good before bis private. Though Spencer had tranſgreſt | 
his will and pleaſure, yet their intreaty ſhould diſpenſe his 
errour, in hope he would become a new-made Subject. They 
cry God bleſs your Grace ; revoke your Judgment, you 
ſhall command our lives to back your goodneſs. Ed- 
ward thus far on his way , cauſeth a Declaration to be 
made, containing the requeſt of his faithful ſubjects, and 
beloved Royal Chamber of London, at whoſe importu- 
nate intreaty he thought fit, out of his grace, and ten- | 
derneſs of the general goad, to recal the Spencers , who 
had given ſufficient caution for their future good abear- | 
ing. This known, ſoon brings them back to grace and | The $pen- | 
favour : their petty thefts at Sea muſt have a ſure way | © *turn- 
to trade in; they muſt return to ſhave and rob the King- | 
dom, 'twas thought more fit, than they ſhould rob the 
Merchants. 'Tis ſtrange to ſee what ſhift this poor King 
made to work his own undoing. But when Religion's loſt, 
and Virtue baniſhe, and men begin to trade with lights 
and falſhood, the end proves fatal,and doth lead them 
blind- } 
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' blindfold into ito the w ays that work their own deſtruſtion. 
| The ations of a Crown are exemplar, and muſt be 
perfect, clean, upright, and honeſt ; their errours die not 
with them, bur are regifter'd in the ſtory of their Lives | 
with Infamy or Honour : which contideration may in 
| juſtice beget a lincerity and cautelous reſpe& trom acting 
under the pretence of policy, thole ſtratagems which 
ſeem, but are not fruit of Royal goodneſs. A like care 
yaney'y be had in the limitation of affe&ions, ſo that they 
| enforce him not to thoſe ways, which at one blow 
[rake from him his Judgment and his Honour. The 
' power Majeſtick is or ſhould be bounded ; and there is a 
' reciprocal correſpondence, which gives the King the 
| obedience, the ſubjzc<& equal right and perfect juſtice, 
| by which they claim a property in his actions ; it either 
of theſe fall ſhort, or prove defeftive by wilful errour, 
| or by ſecret pradtice, the State's in danger of a follow- 
ing miſchief. The Spencers thus rerurn dare remveſted 
into their former high and wonted greatneſs: the burnr 
, Child fears the Fire ; they know their danger, and not 
| attend tne Storm until they feel it. - Their Mafters Plot 
| they fecond, and clofely gain a ſtrength for prelent 
| Action : That done, they appear with confidence, and 
' by main ſtrength ſeek ro cruſh thoſe of the adverſe 
faction. Sir Bartholomew Baldſmere is the firſt that taſts 
the Prologue ; they {cize upon his Caſtle of Leedes with- 
| out or Law or Title; he ſues to have his own, but is re- 
| jected. Their peremptory return,and the abrogation of 
that Law that ſent them packing, was provocation 
enough ; there needed not a ſecond motive to enflame 
the angry Barons : but when they underſtood the unjuſt 
oppreſlion of their contederate, and the daily levies that 
were underhand made, they then conceive it time to 


look about them. They finde the fruit of dalliance, 


| and vilibly ſee into the Kings Plot, which had abus'd 


them ; condemning their credulity and coldneſs,that had 
not {poil'd the brood while it was hatching. The Kg, 


who 
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who had ſo oft been catcht, was now more wary; and 
reſolving to be aforchand with his buſineſs, prepares his 
Forces. i'He knew his Arms, not Tongue, mult plead his 
Quarrel ; another errour im his Guard, he {uſpeds, would 
make him liable to a more curſt proceeding. His Fawon- 
rite, that had his Spies in every corner, is {ſoon inform'd 
the Potion was a brewing would give him Phyſick, if 
he did not prevent it : the gathering Clouds portend a 
ſudden Darkneſs, which threaten ſhowers of Bloud and 
Civil Miſchief. He thinks his Guilt above the Rate of 
Favour, and vows to. wade in Bloud, or die, or vanquith, 
To ſuffer ſtill, and not to at, he counts it weakneſs ; 
which makes him ſtrive to be the firſt Invader. He | The King 
wins the King to march with thole ſtrong Forces therr =_ 
foreſight had prepar'd, being ſoon united. The firſt | __ 
Exploit ſeizeth the two Mortzmers, that with an unadyi- | Scizes the 
ſed ſecurity had plaid over their old Game anew on his qa 
Poſſeſſions. Their Strength was great enough for an 
Incurſion, but far too weak to cope with ſuch an Army. 
Their Reſolution was to give the Larum, and then re- 
treat to knit with their Confederates ; but they were in- 
tercepted ere they fear'd it, and made the. Tower the 
Prize of their Adventure. 

Thus ſometimes it falls out, who ads Injuſtice, 1s 
catcht in the fame Net himſelf was weaving. The Lords 
with this Report are ſtrangely ſtartl'd ; they {ce them- 
ſelves foreſtall'd in their own Working ; Arms now 
they know muſt be their Warrant, or elle their Lives 
muſt pay a bitter Forfeit. Their Forces were not yet 
fully ready, yet they march on, reſolv'd to wait the Kings 
approach at Burton. Time, that runs ſwift to Miſchiet, — 
flow to Goodnels, at length conjoyns their Strength and 
ſeveral Levies; which were not great, and yer believ'd 
ſufficient to give a Canvas to the Royal Army ; which, as 
their Curriers told them,was not mighty. Soon are they 
brought to view each others Countenance ; where 


Friend againſt Friend, and Son againſt the Father, Bro- 
T ther | | 
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The Barons 
beaten, fly 
| to Pontfred. 


ther againſt the Brother, ſtood embart]'d : ſuch milchief 
follows ſtill a Civil Difeord. The Kings Force tar ex- 
ceeds in ſtrength and number, which made the Terms of 
hazard far unequal. The adverſe part perceiving well 
the danger which they were in, it they abide the Fryal, 
condemn their own belief, add Servants falſhood, who 
had ſo far fallen ſhort m their diſcovery. Burt now a 
ſecond Deliberation is entertain 'd, which adviſeth them 
to decline the Battle, and to make a Retreat, irill they 
were re-enforced. This Refolution taken from the 
preſent ſuſpition, was not more diſhonourable than dan- 
gerous : It gave confidence to their Enemies, and de- 
jected their own Party, willing rather to try their hands 
tals their heels, where the peril ſeem'd indifferent : Bur 
the Reaſons given in excuſe were grave and weighty. 
The Earl of Lancaſter had ſent Sir Thomas Holland to 
rarſe his Northern Friends and Tenants ; who was mar- 
ching up ſtrongly and well provided ; fo that if they 
could bave adjourned the Battle off to his arrival, it 
would have made the Terms more hopeful, it not ual. 
It is m the Rule of War eſteem'd a weakneſs to affront 
an Enemy for a ſet Battle, with too great diſproportion 
in number ; but to recoy] without a marvelous, diſcreet, 
and orderly proceeding, is no more than laying the dil. 
heartned Troops to a preſent ſlaughter ; the Experi- 
ment whereof was here apparent. The Lords riſe, but 
il, and in diſorder, more like a Flight than a diſcreet Re- 
tiring. Valence Earl of Pembrooke, that did command in 
chief under the King, ſees this Confuſion, and ſtraight 
lays hold of ſuch a far advantage. He chargeth hotly 
on the Reer, which ſtraight was routed; the Barons 
make a head, but are forſaken ; which makes them flie to 
ſeck their proper ſafeguard : With much ado they get 
to Pontefrer, whither the broken Troops at length re- | 
pair for ſfuccour. Holſand intruſted, performs the work | 
he went for, and marcht with ſpeed, hoping to give a | 
Reſcue ; but when he ſaw that their Aﬀairs were deſpe- 
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Em 


——.. IR 


EDWARD the Second. | TI 


rate, he thinks it his beſt play to change his Muſter, and 
leads his Troops to get the Kings Protection. As it de- 
ſeryd, it gains a gracious welcome. Thus all things | 
tend to their Contuſion ; one milchief ſeldom comes, 
but many thunder. The deſpairing Barons finding them- 
ſelves hotly purſu'd, repair to Council, where many 
ways are movd, and none embraced, fave that fame fu- 
tal one. which wrought their Ruine. They !eap, like 
Fiſhes , from the Pan that ſcorcht them, into the raging 
Flames - that ſoon conſum'd them. The Caſtile of Don- 
h was believed a ſtrength tenable, until their | 

Friends do raiſe a ſecond Army, or they at worſt might 
treat ſome fair Conditions : they march to gain this 
hold, bur are prevented. - Sir Andrew Harcklaye meets 
them at Borowgh-brig gs, and guards the Pallage ; Here- 
ford and Clifford ſeek to force it, and like inraged Lions 
here a&t Wonders : twice had their angry Swords made 
the way open, but freſh Supplies oppreſt them ſtill with 
number, till wearied, not o'ercome, they yield to For- 
; tune, and by a glorious Death preſerve their Honour. | 
; When theſe brave Arches fell, the Building totter'd; 
| though Mowbray made a while a brave reliſtance, till his 
Heroick Bloud, not Valour, faild him. The ſurprizal 
| of Lancaſter, and many other noble Knights and Barons, 
perfects rhis Overthrow,and endstheſe Civil Tumules. 

The Prey thus ſeiz'd, the Spencers long to taſte it; 
and, like ro furious Tygers, a their Paſſions : They give 
not their incenſed Maſter time to deliberate on _ 
Work which was ſo weighty, which had the Lives of 
ſuch great Peers in balance. They whet on, and ex- 
aſperate the Kings Revenge ,, that needs no inſtigation. 
Soon is the Work refolv d, where deep Revenge hath 
maſter'd humane Judgment, and'Reaſon doth ſubſcribe 
to private Malice. 

Valence, a ſtout and noble Gentleman, hating ſuch a | Yale” 
barbarous Cruelty , feeks to divert it, and mildly thus — 


intreats the Royal favour. the Lords. 
To 


A 
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To win a Battle (Sir ) it 1s glory ; to uſe it well, a far 
more glorious Bleſſing. In heat of Blood to kill, may tafte 
| | of Valour, which yet on cooler terms may tonch of Murder. 
Laws were not made to catch offences, but to judge them ; 
which are diſpens'd with where the cauſe is weighty, elſe 
none may live where many are delinquent. 

Celeſtial Powers have bleſt you with a Conqueſt, and do 
| expe} to ſee how you will uſe it. For your own Goodneſs 
| ſake, make known your Vertue ; be like to him that gave you 
| this great Bleſſing, and then your Mercy will exceed your 

Juſtice. The ſavage beaſts but kyll, to kill their hunger ; 
and will you a& in blood to pleaſe your fancy * The Hea- 
vens forbid the Royal Heart ſhould harbour a thought that 
juſtly may be deemed cruel. Tour Sword victorious 3s im- 
brew'd with Honour,let it not ravage where is no refiftance : 
to ſpill where you may ſave, obſcures your Glory; to ſave 
where you may ſpill, proclaims your Goodneſs; TI ll not 
excuſe their faults, or plead their merits, which both are 
leſſer far than is your Mercy ; et not ſuch branches ſo un- 
timely wither, which may in time be your defence and ſbel- 
ter. Kings are but men, that have their fates attend them, 
which meaſure out to them, what they to others. Blood is 
a crying Sin that cries for vengeance, which follows ſwiftly 
thoſe that wainly ſhed it. Black Apparitions, fearful 
Dreams, affright thewt whoſe guilty Souls are ftaind with 
deeds of darkneſs. Oh kt your purer thoughts be unpol- 
luted, that they may live to ſhew your Grace and Vertue, 
and After-ages ſpeak your worth in Glory. 


The King had ſcarce the patience to hear out-the 
Concluſion. of a Theme ſo contrarious to his reſolution 
and humour ;, yet werghing the Integrity and well-de- 
ſerving of the man that ſpake it, tojuſtifie himſelf, and 
to give him ſatisfation, with an angry brow he makes 
The Kings | this ſudden Anſwer. Valence, but that I know you truely 
Reply. love me, your words do touch tog near your Soveraigns 


| Honour. Shall I, ſeduced by a female pity, compaſſion thoſe 


that 
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| that do attempt my ruine ? ſuch actions may be goodneſs, 
no diſcretion : how many times have I declin'd my Power, 
to win them home Ly mercy, *not by juſtice ® what hath my 
{ mildneſs won but flat Rebellion, which had it took , where 
then had been their virtue ® Say I ſhould ſpare their Lives 
and give them freedom, each ſlight occaſion colours new 
eruption, and I may then too late repent my kindneſs. 
When my poor Gaveſton was tane, where was their mercy ? 
They made their Arms. their Law, their Swords their 
Juſtice. He had no guilt of Treaſon or Rebellion, his great- 
eſt fault was this, his Soveraign lov'd him ; and ſhall I 
ſhare thoſe that for my ſake wrought his ruine ® No, blood 
muſt have blood, their own Law be their Tryal : tet Juſtice 
take her courſe, Ile not oppoſe it. T he deeds of Charity muſt 
fo be abied, that he that gives be not abus'd by giving. 
Who ſaves a Viper that attempts to fling bim, if after ſtung 
deſerves nor help nor pity. What could they more have 
done than they have ated, unleſs to kill the King they ſo 
much hated ; and ſhall I pardon theſe ſought my deſftruSti- 
on, and make them fit to a5t a new Rebellion ? If it be wir- 
tue, "tis a poor diſcretion. No, I will make them ſure, that 
their example may others teach the juſt reward of Treaſon. 
Dead men do neither bark nor bite the Living. 


Inſtantly he flings away, and to the general grief of 
the whole Army ſigneth a diſpatch for preſent execution, 
without ſo much as the exception of any one particular 
of all the great ones whom this laſt conflict had thrown 
at his mercy. Lancaſter is beheaded at Pontefret, and 
two and twenty others, of noble blood and great emi- 
nency, in other places of the Kingdom ; ſo that there was 
ſcarce a City of any note, but was guilty of this bloody 
Maflacre. So many excellent lives, fo ingloriouſly 
loſt, had been able to have commanded a victorious Army 
while it had triumpht in ſome forrain conqueſt. Thomas 
of Lancaſter, a man good and virtuous, though unfortu- 


nate , kept faithfully the death-bed promiſe he made 
V his 


Lancaſter 
beheaded, 
and 22 
more. 
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his father Lincoln; but erring in the time and manner, | 
he taſted his prediction. The King, that was before fo 
apparently guilty of many piny vices, by this a&t loſeth 

all their memory, and dyes himſfelt in grain with the true 
colour of a cruel Tyrant. The reaking blood of ſo many 
brave ſubjeRs ſo untimely ſpilt, had a quick and bitter 
reckoning, to the final deſtruction of him and all the 
AQors. In the operations of fo great a weight, _ 
the colour of juſtice ſeem a Warranty, yet mercy 

' have preceded rigour , ſince they were not all alike 
guilty. In point of extremity, it is more ſafe and Ho- 
norable to do leſs than we may, rather than all we 
may ; the one makes known our goodneſs, the other 
the cruelty of our nature, which with a loathed fear 
thruſts a zealous and true love out of poſſeſſion m the 
hearts of thoſe that behold and obſerve our aQions. 
Had theſe Lords been of a diſpoſition equally cruel, 
Spencer had not liv'd to triumph in their- mifery, nor 
they to taſte his malice ; for itis clear, when they had 
him at their mercy, that they fought not blood, but re- 
formation; and aſſuredly in this their laſt a, which was 
rather defenſive than otherwaies, their intentions to- 
wards the Crown were innocent. In all reſpects (ſaving 
the levy of their Arms, which was done onely to ſupport | 
it with more Honour) as things fell out = Anton. It 

had been happy for the King it he had loſt this Battel, 
and they had prevailed; for _— it was the be- 
ginning of all his enſuing mifery, of which the fun- 
damental cauſe (as appeareth in the ſequel) original- 
ly ſprung ; that this bridle being taken away, he fell 
ro thoſe diſſolute aQions, and injurious kind of op- 
preſſion, that his Government became hateful , and 
his Name odious ; which wrought in time the general 
revolt of the whole Kingdom. Fear, and the ſu- 
ſpition of the following danger, kept both him and | 
his familiars in a better temper : for though they were | 
| fully as vicious, yet they were leſs confident, and more 

| reſerved, 
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reſerved ; which, this barricado taken off, finds neither 
bound nor limit. 

Certainly, in the Regiment of a Kingdom, it is a diſ- | Good Policy 
creet and wiſe conſideration in Court and Councel to | ,* 44a 
maitggin a divided faction, yea, and int eably ſo | Faftion in 
to countenance them, that the one may be ſtill a fit Coun- {gg 
terpoiſe to the other. The King by this means ſhall be 
ſerved with more ſincerity and diligence, and inform- 
ed with more truth and plainneſs. Where one particu- 
lar man or faQtion is alone exalted and onely truſted, 
his words, be they never fo erronious, finde ſeldom 
contradiction, and his unjuſt ations paſs unqueſtion'd ; | 
all men under him ſeeking to riſe by him, ſing the ſame 
tune; the Flock ever bleats after the voice of the Bell- 
weather ; which ftands with a politick wiſdome, ſince 
in oppoſition they purchaſe but diſgrace and ruine. By 
theſe means the Royalear is abuſed, and the Minions afts 
are more daring and infolent, who cares ever more how 
to conceal cleanly, than to be ſparing in doing the acti- 
ons of injuſtice; by this the judgment of the King is 
impaired, the Honour of the Crown abuſed, the Com- 
mon-wealth ſuffers daily more and more, which by de- 
grees aliens and ec eth the heart of the ſubjeQ. The 
greater the heighth is,the ſtronger is the working to pre- 
ſerve it, which for the moſt part is attended with thoſe 
ſame State-aCtions of impiety and injuſtice ; hence ſpring 
murmur and hatred,exaſperated by a continuingOppreſli- 
on which ends for the moſt part in a deſperate conclufion. 
Though the fury of this victorious King had fo fully aQ- 
ed his Tragedy, yet the Mortimers were ſpared ; but it 
was rather out of forgetfulne(s than pity, whoſe deaths 
had been more available than all thoſe which in fo great 
haſte had taſted his fury.Some think that the Queens inter- 
ceſſion got the reſpite of their execution, mainly follow- 
ed by Spencer, who in that ad irreconciliably loſt her fa- 
vour ; by the ſubſequent effect it ſeems probable enough ; 
but howſoever it was wrought, it appears he was re- 
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| ſerved to be one of the fatal executioners of the divine 

' juſtice, which taught his perſecutor that ſame antient 

' Roman Law of Talionis, and gave his unfortunate 

| Maſter fo ſad a cane of a juſt Repentance. The King- 

| dom after theſe bloody Hurly-burlies and ſtrong «Con- 

- | vullions,begins now to be a little ferled,onely it was fall'd 

| with grief and expeQation where thele aims would end 

| that ran on with ſuch violence. The principal Pillars 

| of the common good being taken away, and thoſe that 

| remain'd being frighted and diſheartned, gave ſuch a li- 

| berty to the now great Officers, that the whole intereſt 

| of the State was believed little better than the fruirs of 

an abſolute Conqueſt. All men ſuffer baſely, yet no 

| man dares oppoſe or queſtion't. The King fecur'd, ap- 

| | proves his Spencers aCtions, and makes the Regal Power 

the Servants warrant: Hence ſprings the inſolency of 

unjuſt oppreſſions, and thoſe unlawful ways to drain 
the ſubject, which leave no means might fill the Ro 

Coffters. The grieved Kingdom languitht with theſe bur- 

dens 3 the great Ones ſuffer bafely, courting his - vices, 

which like a tree oregrown, of immenſe greatneſs, ſha- 

| dow'd their growth, and did ſuppreſs their merit. 

They fawn upon the time, and view each other as 

Ships ſalute at Sea, whoſe Voyage differs; they were 

| become ſtrangers to themſelves and to their fellows, which 

ſtop the paſlage to ſo juſt a quarrel. The private end 

was now the thing mn faſhion, the publique was forſa- 

| ken as a -monſter. - The Commons, ' whoſe hame-bred 

looks are the true Index of all that dwells within, and 
honeſt plainneſs,- do more than murmure out theſe 0 

preſſions. They gape to .catch the turning tide,” and 

would have moved, but find no one would give them 

heart or leading. Oft do they make attempts, bur yet 

diſcreerly,. to try-it. they could tinde a ſtaff to lean to; 

but 'twas in vain, the Law was ſuch a terrour, that he 

| that ſtirs and fiicks was ſure of drowning. Now do 

the Learned Sages ce their errour, that hung themſelves 


| in 


— 
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in Chains ſo great and many, making a Lime-rwig for 
each ſeveral feather; now do they blame thoſe Laws 
themſelves enacted, not like a Watch, bur as a Paper- 
Army, to keep Fay good (till in the w gy condition; as 
if the multiplicity had been the glory, where Laws 


.| are made to catch, not caſe the {ubject. It that great 


volume of the Law draw forth his engines, what ſubje& 
can untouchrt eſcape his rigour ? 

Spencer, that knew himlelt thus hated, and that the 
general cry proclaim'd his baſeneſs, ſinks not his height, 
nor would go leſs a farding; but makes his miſchief 
like himſelf, ſtill toul, but greater; with reaſon yet 
ſuſpects and Givi the ſequel, His Miſtris fate on thorns, 
which made her ſtartle ; he knows the Wheel would 


' turn, almoſt with rouching. This calls his Wits toge- 


ther, and puts them on the rack for a Confeſſion, what 
was the way might beſt aſſure this danger. The King's 

weak humour, naturally wanton, he makes more vi- 
cious, and apparent guilty, hoping to make him alike 
hateful, that in the Change they both might run one 
fortune. A pretty Policy, that makes it lawful to 
wound his Maſter, that thereby he may ſcape the hand of 
juſtice, or at the leaſt may make the hazard equal ! 
The King he knew was too indulgent, but not tender, 
or of a heart enough to work the ſafety of his Servants, 
as he obſerv'd in the Cafe of his Predeceflor Gaweſtor, 
and his own late EXPCTICNCE. To give him a more re- 
al engagement, and pin himſclt taſt by neceſſity, he 
egges him on to all thole actions that were more than 
moſt odious in practiſe, and hateful in the eye of the 
ſubje&t; feeding him in the mean time with a vain be- 
liet that the Kingdom was generally ill-aftected, and 
{ought his depoſition 3; which there was no better way 
to repreſs, than by holding them ſhort, and making ſeve- 
rity rather than paternal love the Hand-maid of his 
Scepter. In all the aGtions of State, whatſoever carried 


a fair gloſs, or prov'd well, he takes it upon his proper 
care 


Spencer's 
Policy. 
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care and diligence ; if the ſucceſs were ill, or nor prof. 
| perous _ it muſt be eſteemed cither the w ill, weak ad- 
| vice, or fortune of his Mafter ; in all complaints that 
' ſpake unjuſt oppreſſion, he ſeemed ro ſhare the grief, 
but made the cauſe the Kmgs, not his which muſt obey 
him ; he guilds his proper aGtions o're with ſhews of 
kindneſs, ullyi ing the Royal with his grofleſt errours, 
' who fat ond flept, or w inkr at theſe diſorders. This 
was the ſubſtance of his firſt conceptions ; but yet 
' this was too weak to make a ground-work on which he 
might rely his falſe proceedings. Time daily chang'd, 
and new occurrents happen might win another faCtion 
ro purſue him ; for to prevent this fear, he fercht a Com- 
| pats, and leaves the beaten way of blood and malice ; 
tuch of the great ones as were yet remaining, and out 
of reaſon might be moſt ſuſpefed, or did but croſs his 
way, by private practice he ſends ro feed the Worms 
and kiſs their Mother, who knew not her own Chil- 
dren ſo transformed. When that the Bloſſomes dropt 
away (the Gardens glory) the ſeaſon being ſweet, and 
mildly pleaſant, all men admir'd, but quickly knew the 
reaſon; ſome unkind hand had caincad that which fed 
them. This was too much, but yet he wades in deep- 
er. His Brain 1s ſubtle, cunning, wary 3 an active ſtir- 
ring Wit, a quick invention, an heart grown proud in 
miſchief, full of falſhood, that dwelt within a conſcience 
knew no bounder ; from theſe he hammers out another 
projet that works upon the King as well as ſubje&. 
This hath two forms, though of a different temper, yet | 
| both reſembl'd nearly in dependance. The firft muſt 
keep the Crown in fear, the Kingdom bufted with for- 
raien danger or domeſtick trouble ; The ſecond holds it | 
fil in want, the Coffers empty, to keep the ſubject poor | 
| as they ſupply i it; ſecurity in one might keep him care- | 
Jeſs, and peace. with plenty make the other wanton. | 
From theſe, being marſhal'd with a ſound diſcretion, | 
he thinks the way was ealie to aſſure his greatneſs ; within | | 
his ' 
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| his brelt alone was locker the tecrets of the prime Plots 
; of State and waighty bulinets; the Councellors, that 
' were but meerly Cy phe rs, knew bur the ſtrains of 
(light and vulgar motions ; he fart alone at Helm, and 
| | ſteer'd the Compals, which fancies 1n his thoughts a vain 
| impulli on; he mult be {till employ'd, or all would ruine ; 
if in the agitations of the Aig or Kingdom puzzl'd 
with motions of the preſent danger, he could afſure 
each party trom theſe Harpyes, it needs muſt adde much 
to his faith and wiſdome, and make his ſtation far more 
ſtrong and ſure; the reſty mindes that kick at preſent 
greatneſs, may then turn Craver, and approve his judg- 
ment: he that *conceits he could command the Pla- 
nets, doubts not to make ſuch trifles light and ealle. 
| His principles thus laid, he falls ro action ; with a looſe 
| ſcorn he continues the French correſpondence, lighting 
| ' their Treaties and deſire of Friendthip ; the Marriage 
; of a Siſter was not powertul to ſet things right berwixt 
| theſe Warlike Nations ; there was no open War, but 
' private grudges, which made the State uncertain, robb'd 
the Merchant ; heart-burning on all ſides, while both 
ſtrain courteſie who ſhould begin to ſet the balance even. 
The Scots that were not ſure, but yet were quiet, he 
uritates afreſh for new combuſtions; but this was done 
with ſuch a neat conveyance, that all men ſee the Smoke, 
yet feel no Fire. And to the Lords at home that ſtood 
' ſpeRators, he pares off from his greatneſs ſome few 
chippings, and gives them here and there to feed 
cheir longings ; that they might thus be ſtill, if not con- 
tented, he gives away his female Kindred for new 
Friendihip, and makes the Portion great, though no- 
thing ) yet in Title ; which turn'd the world backward in 
pearance , W hile Tamuary and June were dancing 
—_— Thoſe fixed ſtars that mov'd not with 
this Comet, bur kept aloof, and did prelerve their 
' diſtance, theſe he contemns and fcorns with ſuch | 
; proud uſage, that they may feck his grace, or ſeem 
ro 
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|to threaten {ome jealous danger ro his teartul Ma- 
er. 

Great Impoſitions daily are divulged, and ſome im- 
poſed are not tully levied, ro make the Commons tear, 
not tcel their ruine. No circumſtance is letr, thar but | 
' induced,to make the Sove raign tear, the ſubje& hate him. 
fare King, whole Arms neer thriv 'd bur in the conflict 
which winning loſt his Honour, caufed his downfal, 
was in the memory of his tormer unfortunate proceedings 
ſufficiently aw'd; and being now given over to the fen- 
 ſuality of his delights, entertains quickly the leaſt ap-| 
| prehenſion of ſear, it his fupervitor did preſent it fo 
that this part of his work was no great difficulty ; and 
the ſecond was not more unealie. The Royal Treaſure 
'O protulcly (pent without Accompt or Honour, being 
| bur the fountain rnat ſerved to water the drought of him- 
{elt, his herd of hungry Kindred, and the {warm of 
F leſh-flies that became his creatures. The antient Plate 
is without the arr of Arithmetick multiplied into a world 
of little pieces ; the Jewels of the Crown do leap beyond 
the Sea, and are ta'n Priſoners till they pay their ran- 
ſome; the Revenue Royal being now grown weary, b 
| Proclamation would exchange his Landlord; the Pre- 
rogative, the type of Soveraignty, forgets his Patron, 
| and cleaves to the fingers of ſome muſty Farmor. This 
| want was great in ſhew,but more in ſubſtance;which made 
| the Surgeon ſeek to gain a plaiſter: the Poverty of theſe 
| Inſtitutions anſwer not the Work-mans expectation, for 
| the Remedy began to ſeem as fearful as the Diſcaſe; 
| Theſe profuſe prodigalities, in ſtead of a counterfeit, 
| brought in ſuch a real neceſlity of ſuch a height, that 
withour a ſpeedy ſupply it muſt beget a deſperate ha- 
zard. Many ſeveral projections are made, bur they fall 
wholly ſhort, and like Piſtols charg d with Powder, make 
a noite, but hit not that they aim at; the hope was 
| dead, unleſs the old and right way Parliamental did give 
ic lite and ſpirit. Spencer knew well enough that ſuch 
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would fee his infide, which fingle durſt not quinch, 
much leſs encounter. He doubts the King would hard- 
ly be ſupply'd, unleſs he were expos'd totry their mer- 

; yet, there's no other means, he muſt adventure. 
This thus reſolv'd, he leaves it not at random, or doth 
reſign his ſtate alone to Fortune, but wiſely makes the 
way before he run it. With a reſerved ſecrecy he hides 
the Platform, till that his practice might receive per- 


fection. He hurries forth ſtrange news of forraign dan | 


gers, to draw the peoples eyes from private workings; 
he makes a ſhew as if all things went currant, and ſha- 
dows o're the Royal wants with plenty, yet cloſely 
wills his friends and thoſe his creatures to get them 
place betimes in this great Meeting. All ſuch as were 
the Kings entirely, theſe he inſtructeth with the ſelt- 
ſame Counſel, and courts all ſuch as he believes are Pow- 
erful to advance his ends, or elle procure him danger ; 
and to let all the world know he ſtood right in his 
Mafters affeQtions, he gets his Father, himſelf, and Sir 
Andrew Harclay, a Chip of the ſame Block, made Earls 
of Wincheſter, Briftow, and Carlile, Baldock a mean man 
altogether unworthy, unleſs it were for being a diſciple 
of ſo virtuous a Patron, is made Lord Chancellour of 
England. The fſolemnity of this goodly Creation ended, 
and the Plot now ripe for execution. 

The bruit of a Parliament flies through the Kingdom, 
and is follow'd at the heels with Writs for preſent Ele- 
Qion. The time limited for appearance was ſhort, 
which ſpeedily drew this great Body together. bleeding 
with the freſh memory of the loſs of ſo many of his 
brave and glorious Members. All Ceremonies are laid 
alide, or handled briefly, ſo that the time now ſerves 
to fall upon the buſineſs. Their pulſes being felt aloof 


off, and their temper tryed, there was a full diſcovery 
that 


A Parlia- 
ment called. 
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that the mrajor part was ſure, the reſt were heartleſs. 
Then comes the King's Demand, with fair pretences, 
which pleads the greatneſs of his charge and preſent 
uſes 3 and ſhews he had on the firength of his Revenue 
maintain'd the Scotiſh Wars without afliſtance, which 
had exhauſted ſo the Royal Treaſure, that now He is 
enforc'd to try his Subjects. This motion is ſoon e- 
conded by ſuch apt Scholars as learnt to get the Kane's 
or Spencer's favour ; others that had a hope to ſhare 
the booty, ſpeak it great reaſon to afliſt their Sowereign. 
The Commons jultly grieved with their Oppreſlions, 
would tain bave made a head to ſtop this current ; but 
'twas in vain, here was too weak a Party, and wants a 
[heart to put it to a tryal ; this ſwayed the King the 
ws 5.4 ſoxth peny of the Temporalty , and ends this Meeting. 
the fixth | When the knowledge of this Grant came into the 
Peony. Country, it bred a general Murmur, and quite eſtrang'd 
| their loves from their ſubjeion, curſing thoſe times 
that cauſed fo fad a burden. Upon the neck of this 
(tf we may give credit to thoſe Hiſtorians, that all agree 
and publiſh this relation) were many fearful and pro- 
Prodigiors | digious Stzghts, which maz'd the people; amongſt which 
Sights ! this one was moſt remarkable ; the Sx for fix hours 
ſpace ſhew'd himſelf in perfe& Blood, and ſanguin'd 
' over. The enſuing times that retain'd it in thew Me- 
' mory, and applied it as a Prediction of the ſequel, be- 
| liev'd it did forcſhew the King's deſtruction , which 
followed (wittly; others conceit it as a Wonder ſhew'd 
from Heaven, as a fure Token of the juſt Diſpleaſare 
for the loſs of the Noble Earl of Lancafter and his Ad- 
herents, whoſe Blood implored Juſtice and ſharp 
Vengeance. Thus in amazement Man becomes a Pros | 
cr. | 
| The Scotch ic Scots, that love not reſt, delight In prigging ; and | 
invade the | conſidering the Diſtractions of the Engliſh, thought it a 
Tres For-| fir time to fall to aCtion, and with a double blow to 
I-lanz, | vent their malice ; one firikes upon the Borders, which | 
they 
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they boldly enter, but are repulsd with litele loſs or 
' damage ; the other doth invade their Neighbour-Iri/h, 
| where they receive with griet a worſer ' welcome. 
| Bruce, the Kings Brother, General of this Army, and all 
his Troops, are killed and broken; ſcarce one was left 
to carry back the News of this Diſaſter. The King, 
relenting this new provocation, and all the former 
| miſchiefs they had wrought 'him, reſolves once more 
to tempt his froward Fortune ; but 'twas not his own 
Valour, Spencer mov'd it, that had his aim beyond his 
Maſter's meaning ; he knew this was the way to waſte 
that Treaſure, which elſe might breed a fearle(s fulneſs : 
bh it ſucceeded well, the gain and honour would be his 
ſhare, as well as his that won it, ſince his advice had | 
| father'd firſt the ation : admit it ſhould probe ill, he 
' then was guiltleſs, it muſt be deem'd alone his ove 
raign's Fortune, whoſe Deſtiny was ſuch to be ſtill 
lucklefs ; however yet, 't would keep him ſo in ation, 
he might at all times yield the groaning Subjects a ſhort 
account how he had ſpent their Money. Upon this, a 
Summons is ſent out to call together all the Captains 
and Men of war ; Proviſions are dayly made to wait 
upon ſo conſtant] y a reſolved Journey : | The former 
Misfortune had taught him to' undertake this action 
ſtrong and ſoundly ; the black Ox had trod upon 
| his foot, that well he knew the danger. The King's | 
' intentions known, brings him together all the remaining 
| bravery of the Kingdom ; they knew that there was 
| Money ſtore to pay the Souldier, which gives him life 
to fight, and ſeek occaſion. The cream of all this 
; ſtrength muſt guard his Perſon, the other fill the Rere, 
and make the Vantguard; with theſe he marcheth for- 
' ward and invadeth Scotland, making that Nation juſtly 
fear the ſequel. But whether it were the Infidelity of 
' thoſe about him, the Will of him that is the Guide of 
Battles, or the proper deſtiny of this unfortunate King, 
this great Preparation produced no effe&t an{werable to 
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the general | expeQation ; he is enforc'd to retire with- 
out doing any one att worthy his Memory, or the 
greatneſs of ſuch an Expedition. The wary Scots, that 
| hat kept themſelves in their Strengths and places of Ad- 
| : vantage, ſeeing the Storm almoſt paſt, follow aloof off, 
;and in a watch'd opportunity ſet upon the tail of his 
; The Scotch | Army, ſurprizing all his Stuff and Treafure. This. loſs 
| nc th K ends him home to entertain a defenſtve War, which 
| | came from the Coaſt he leaft expected ; whether juſt- 
|ly, or to transfer the guilt of his own unhappineſs upon 

| the treachery or falſhood of another. The new-made | 

| Earl of Car- Earl of Carlile is accuſed, condemned, and put to a ſhame- 

| — ful execution. The orounds againſt him were probable, 
| not: certain ;. howſoever, he was believed to have at- 
| tempted, hke yo the fale of his Mafter, which muſt 


' be taken a ſole motive of the inglorious retreat of this 


—. 


| fo brave an Army. The principal reaſon that may lead 
us to the opinion that he was guilty, may be taken from 
| the ſolenmity of his Tryal, and the ſeverity of the Sen- 


tence, which upon ſo grave and full a hearing depriv'd 
him both of Lite and Honour in a ceremonious way, 
whereof till this there appears no former ' preſident. 
His old friend Spencer, whoſe ends he had faithfully 
{erved, left him at plunge, being as it ſeems well content 
now he had (as he hk) rooted his own greatneſs, 
| to be free of his Ambition, which he fear'd mighe rather 
| ſupplant than ſupport it. A common courſe of ſuch as 
| riſe by their own or other mens corruption ; they love a 
| while their props, but after fear them ; when with ſome | 
| Dog-rrick they pick ſome fain'd eccaſh 10n, private or pub- 
| lick, for to fend them packing. If you ſurvey it well, 
it ſtands with reaſon : for ſuch as to ſerve their ends 
would act in baſeneſs, in the leaſt change may do fo 
; for another that in appearance muſt ſucceed his fortune : 
| beſi des, where - the reward ſeems ſhorter than the me- | 
; rit, fills one with grief, the other with ſuſpition ; which | 
[two can never long hold correſpondence ; and Kings 
them- | 
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themſelves that do abet the Treaſon, do ſeldome love, 
but always fear the Traytowr. But now old quarrels 


to Edwards rune. 

The French King Lews being dead, Fohn next ſuc- 
ceeds him; a Prince youthtul and hot, full ripe tor 
action. He privately informed of the ill uſage of his 
Sifter, and that the King was wholly led by his proud 
Mzinion, whole ations witnels'd he was ill-affeted to 
hold firm Peace but with his own conditions, thinks it 
fir time to break the League which had ſo weak aflu- 
rance. On this he makes an attempt upon the Frontiers 
of Gxien, and ſends a folemn Meſſage he would no 
more continue Peace with England. Edward, that had 
not yet digeſted his Scotiſb Pills, was much diſpleaſed 
to hear ſo curſt a Declaration from a Brother. Spencer, 
the fpring that gave this difference motion, did lirtle 
dream it would be his deſtruction ; he wiſhrt theſe Prin- 
ces might fall out and quarrel, bur yet not fo, that it 
ſhould come to ation. He deem'd it not amils his So- 
veraign Maſter ſhould hear of War trom France, but 
not to feel it. The French were of another inde; : 
they ſaw us beaten, and diſcontent within our elves, 
full of confuſion; which gave them hope the time would 
hely ſerve them to reunite this Piece to her firſt Honour. 
Thus Kings play faſt and loole with their advantage ; 
affinity and Oaths are weak reſtrictions; where Profit 


fleep, here comes a new one that uſher d on the way | 


gland. 


holds the Plough, Ambition drives it. 
Edward piercing narrowly into the danger, taxeth | 
bitterly the infidelity of his Brother, and begins ro ex- 
amine his own condition, w hereby he might accordingly | 
order his affairs,cither to entertain the War, or embrace 
Peace, the hopes whereof were not yet deſperate. He 
findes himſelf in the affections of his own fear'd and 
hated ; his Coffers emptied by the Scotiſþ ſurprizal, 
and the finews of his late Parliamentary ſupplying ſhrunk 

in his Proviſion and progigality ; a ſecond fupply, unlels 
| Z 
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wife, ro be again anticipated in eleGion: and Loftly, | 
he calls to minde the ſeverity of that misfortune that 
waited fo his Afilitary aftions, that the tubjzects were 
difident of fuccels where he was enher General, or a 
party. In this diſtraction, while he remains irrefolute, 


his ſecrets; he thinks him alone worthy ro communicate 
the depth of his mifery, and ro give the reſolution. 
Spencer, that had his underhand aims, out of a virtuous 
, mode {ty appears not till he is call'd; which fucceeding 
| as he knew out of courſe and neceflity it muſt, pleads 


his own dilability in an affair fo great and weighty, defi- 
ring his Majeſty that his Father and the Chancellor might 


years and ripenels in knowledg might be rely'd on with 
more aſſurance. The reaſon of this reply, in ſhew full 
of wiſdom and care, had a Plot with two faces, like the 
old deſcription of Janxs ; the one lookt upon his father 
and faithful Friend, whom by this means he thought to 
advance in credit; the other was more to countenance 
his own particular, which had a part to play, that muſt 
| be (as he thought) his Mafter-piece. No word of his 
founds harſhly, nor found contradiction in his Sove- 
raigns ear, W ho made his rongue a guide to lead his 
actions; they are freely admited,and fall to conſultation, 
where the condition of the preſent aftairs.is fully open'd, 
and ſundry propoſitions made to reconcile them : but 
theſe all prove defeCtive in fome material point or other, 
that according to the pack, Spencer might hit the nail on 
the head, and by their applauſe make his proje& more 
har” and authenrical. 
Ever firce the breach that hapned between him and 

the Queen concerning Mortimer, there had been a 
heart-burning, and many diſtaſttul expreſſions of the ull 
inclination ſhe bare him. He knew her to be a Woman 
| of a ſtrong Brain, and ſtout Stomack, apt on all occa- 


| lions 


he ſeeks the advice of his Cabinet Conncel, the Cloſet of 


conlitional, was doubrtul ; the Kingdom was grown roo | 


be admitted into this deliberation, whoſe maturity of 


| 


| 


| 
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[and was not without ſome diſcreet ſuſpicion, that ſhe 
| was as well contriving inward practice, as ſhe had been 
cloſely forward in the inſtigation of her Brother. To 
make her ſure, and to pare her nails before ſhe fcratche 
him, he thinks occaſion had preſented him with a fit 
opportunity, which he intended not to looſe without 
a tryal; from which ground he thus expreſleth his con- 
ceptions. 


Things ftanding as they do ( Royal Sir ) there is but one 
way left to right them ;, but how that way may like you, 
that I know not. Tou are not fit for War, if you confider 
| n9t ſue for Peace, is no diſbonour, but ſhews a pious Will 
to perfec} Goodneſs. A Servants care, I not deny, may 
work it ; but this will ack Inſirnciion, Time and Leaſure, 
which your condition canuot fitly limit. Such Treaties, for 
| the moſt part, ſo are ſettled; but 'tis with long difpute, 
and many windings, by which we wnſt grow worſe, and 
they ftill fironger. If they once finde that we purſue it 

botly, they'll raiſe their height to win therr own conditions, 
| which way be for nefit your flate and greatueſe. I hnow 
you love the Queen too nmch to ſpare ber, and I am loathto 
touch the ſtring ſhould canſe it : But fince great Works are 
| fitteſt for great AStors, I wiſh to her alone this brave 
; employment : ber Wiſdome and her Lowe ſo well united, 
will work, (I doubt not ) Peace as you deſire; ſo fair a 
P leader cannot be denied in that requeſt, which chiefly 
made her Wedlock, And ſince I am all yours, vouchſafe 
your Pardon, if I in reaſon diſcourſe it farther : Admit 
| that he deny, ber journey ſort not, you ſtill are where you 
' were, with ſome advantage : If he refuſe your Love, you 


| may bis Siſter, which is then with him, where he ſo may 


| keep her till things are reconcil'd, and quarrels ended. | 


Reaſon of State muſt maſter your Afﬀections, which in this 
act will tell you, "tis unfitting ſbe ſhould be here, that may 


your proper weekneſs, bare of Strength or Money : to ſeek, | 


| inform | 


— — 


Hons to trip up his heels, it once the found him reeling ; 
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inform her Brother from time to time of all your ſecret 
Connſels. Say that your Love and her Obedience tye her, 
and keep the Scale flill even, "tis a hazard which wiſe 
| men dare not truſt in female weakneſs : admitting that her 
| Goodne(s do aſſure it, this cannot warrant yet her ſilent 
| Servants, who may be ſent with her perhaps of purpoſe, 
| or after brib'd to ſift and ſhew your workings. Conneels 
| are ſeldome ſo reſeryd, but tbat they glimmer ſome little 
light that leads to their intentions ; which if they fly to 
| thoſe they touch unaSied, finde ſwift prevention, ere their 
| worth be valued. Theſe things confider'd, I do ſpeak it 
\ freely, 'tis fit the Queen alone ſbould undertake it ; which 
| leſſens well the charge of your great Houſbold, and brings 
you Peace, or makes you elſe a Freeman from thoſe do- 
meftick Cares that ſhake your quiet. 


This A& ended,Baldocke the Chorus, who equally ha- 
red the Queen, ſeconds it with a learned approbation ; 
and the old Rooſt-cock in his Country-language, which 
was the only tongue he was guilty of, tells the King 
briefly, he ſhould be ſure of Peace at home or abroad. 
The King with an attentive ear hears this relation, and 
could not but believe his Spencer ſpake it ; nor did he 
dote ſo much upon his Wedlock, but he could be con- 
rented well to ſpare her, whoſe eyes did look too far 
into his Pleaſures. Burt yer his wandring Soul had 
ſtrange impreſſions, which ſtruck him deeply with a 
{ad prediction, and made hm faintly yield, but yer de- 
lay it. | 
$ This Overture being come to the Queens ear , 
[and withal the knowledge how this Gipfie had mar- 
; ſhall'd his cunning practice, and had preſcrib'd the way 


' for her eſcape, which ſhe herſelf intended, and in her 
' private thoughts had laboured with the beſt powers of 
| her underſtanding ; ſhe ſeem'd wondroufly well-pleas'd, 

and offers to undertake, and to atlure the bufineſs. 
| Their leveral ends, far wide of one another, do kindly 
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meet and knit in the firſt Prologue ; where Craft en- 
counters Cunning, it ſometimes happens one and the 
{clt-ſame Hood doth fit the head-piece of divers Actors, 
diverſly affeted ; hence it proceeds the Plot's more 
ſurely ated, when each fide doth believe his proper 
iflue : ' There is not ſuch a Cut-throat for a Coz'ner, as 
that which in his own trade doth crots-bite him : The 
Bee gets Honey where the Spider Poylon ; and that 
may kill Phyſicians, cures their Patients. Such are the 
qualities of Stateſmens actions, that labour to contrive 
anothers miſchiet, and in their own way finde their own 
deſtruction. Love and Jealoutie, that equally poſleſt the 
Queen, being intermixed with a ſtronger delire of Re- 
venge, ſpurs her on to haſten on this Journey. She 
law the King a ſtranger to her bed, and revelling in 
the wanton embraces of his ſtoln pleaſures, without a 
glance on her-deferving Beauty: This contempt had 
begot a like change in her, though in a more modeſt 
nature, her youthful Aﬀections wanting a fit ſubje& to 
work on, and being debarr'd of that. warmth that 
ſhould have ſtill preſerv'd their temper, ſhe had caſt her 
wandering eye upon the gallant Mortimer, a piece of 
maſculine Bravery without exception ; had thoſe his 
inward Gitts been like his outſide, he had not been 
behinde-hand in reception, but with a Courtly, brave 
reſpe&t, full meets her Glances. A ſilent Rhetorick, 
ſparkling Love, findes quick admittance ; ſuch private 
trading needs few words or brokage : but his laſt A& 
had mew'd him in the Tower, where he was faſt from 
ſight of his great Miſtrils Love, that makes ſome men 
fools, makes others wary : Had Mortimer's deſigne been 
known, his head had paid for't; which Spencer's ma- 
lice long and ſtrongly aim'd at, but that the Queen had 
begg'd a ſolemn refpite, which Edward would not 
break at his intreaty. The Cage of his reſtraint was 
ſtrong, and guarded; yet 'twas too weak to cloyſter 
his Ambition, which did ſuſpect, but never fear'd his 
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| Freedome ; which he attemprs, bur yet was not fo ſure, 
| that he durſt truſt it. In the mean time, with a ſweer 
Correſpondencie, and the interchange of many amo- 
rous Letters, their hearts are brought rogether,and their 
ſeveral intents perte&tly known ; hers, to profecute her 
Journey ; his, ro purchaſe his Freedome, and to wait 
upon her, or elſe to loofe his Life if it miſcarry. It 
was a ſtrange Adventure in the Queen, 1 this inqui- 
fitive and dangerous time, to hazard her Honour under 
the fidelity of a Meſſenger; bur ſhe was well belov'd, 
paid liberally, and was not more careful in her eleQtion, 
thart wary in the employment ; which makes things 
difficult in themſelves, prove facile and eafie. No ſoo- 
ner had the knowledg of the Plot for his efcape, but by 
all her beſt means ſhe confirms and ſtrengthens it, and 
in the mean time advances her own affairs by all ways 
poſſible : She courts her Adverſary with all the ſhews 
of perfect reconcilement. But new delays interpoſle ; 
the King had certainly ſome inward motive that pre- 
lag'd his ruine, and that this Wife of his muſt be the 
AQor ; which brought him flowly on to fet her for- 
| ward. Spencer, that by his own could judge her Cun- 
| ning, ſuſpetts her plea of haſte and ſudden kindneſs, 
|and now begins to grow a little colder, till he had 
| better ſounded her intentions ; which by his Spies he 
| could not fo diſcover, but that ſhe ſeem'd as pure and 
| clear as Cryſtal. 

| he King Yet Edward would not give conſent ſhe ſhould be a 
| will not | gadding; time paſt away ; ſhe labours hard, but fruit- 
| conſent to leſs, rill at length ſhe found ſhe was abuſed. Guien 


E is muſt be rather loſt, than ſhe ſhould wander. Her 
| heart ſo ſtrongly fixd upon this Journey, was torn as 


much with anger as with ſorrow : Reaſon at length o're- 
came her Sexes weakneſs, and bids her rather cure, | 
than vent her Paſſion. The opportunity thus ſnatch'd | 
from her hopes, ſhe ſeems well pleaſed, and glad to ſtay 
at home ; no inward motion ſeem'd to appear, that 

might | 
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| might beget ſuſpicion. Spencer, that was as cunning 
' as a Serpent, findes here a female Wit that went be- 
| yond him, one that with his own Weapons wounds 
| his Wiſdome, and taught him not to truſt a Womans 
Lip-falve, when that he knew her breaſt was fill'd with 
rancour. When the nap of this Project was fallen off, 
and Spencer with the King were ſeeking for ſome other 
buſh to ſtop this gap, her judgment was fo fortunate 
as to pretend a Journey of Devotion to St Thomas of 
Canterbury; which by her jealous Overſeers _ (being a 
Work of Piety) is wholly unſuſpeted. All things 
prepared, by a faithful Meſſenger ſhe gives her beloved 
Servant Mortimer knowledge of the time, and her in- 
' tention. Then, with the Prince her Son and Comfort, 

; that muſt be made the Stale of this great aCtion, ſhe 
fearleſs ventures on this noly Journey. The King 
| was well content that ſhe ſhould be abſent, and pray 
to whom ſhe would within the Kingdom ; Her jealous 
| eyes ſo watchful, had enforc'd him to take by ſtealth, 

| what now he gets in freedom. Spencer is not diſplea- 
ſed, but well contented, that wiſht ſhe would remain 
an abſent Pilgrim. A ſhort time bringing her to the 
' Shrine of her pretenſions, ſhe makes as ſhort a ſtay , 
| but haſteth forward. Mortimer inform'd the Plot was 
| now 1n action, puts on his —_— tor a preſent tryal. 

' Some ſay that with a Sleepin -drink he charm'd his 
Keepers ; I rather think it Drink that made them ſleepy : 

Whatever 'twas, by this he ſtole his Freedom , and 
lylie ſcapes away unſeen, untaken. Ar the Sea-fide he 
ftindes his Royal Miſtrils and the young Prince prepar'd 
[to go a Ship-board ; the Earl of Cane and Biſhop of 
| Hereford ready to attend them; and he now comes, to 
' make the Conſort perfe&t. All things ſucceeding thus 
| fortunately, they looſe no time, but embarque, and 
weigh their Anchor. Iinchelſey had the honour of 
their laſt farewel, that did provide them ſhippmeg. 


—_ Sails hoiſt up, the Heavens they finde propitious, 
| the 
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| the bluſtering winds were quiet, and Neptune bears them 
without a rugged brow of angry billows; a pleaſing tore- 


right Gale (as kept of purpole) tills up their Sails, and 
| | brings them fate ro Bulloigne. Thus did our Pilerims 
ſcape the pride and malice of him which lictle dream'd 


| of this Adventure : his Cratr and Care, that taught him 


all thoſe lefſons of Cunning Greatneks , here fell appe- 
rent ſhort of all Diſcretion, to be thus over-reach'd 
one weak \Woman. For her Eſcape, it kill'd not, nor 
could hart him : it was the riſing Son with cauſe be fea- 
red ; which who would have truſted with a Mother, 
juſtly mov'd by their diſorder ? Vhere now were all 
his Spices, his fawning Agents thar fed his car with every 
| lixtle motion that did but crack within the Kingdom ? 
{ Now it Thunder'd, they were aileep, as was their Mzni- 
| on-Maſter , elle he would ſure have leen, and ſoon pre- 
| vented fo lame a Project , that pac'd afoot ſo long a 
walk, fo fottly. Burt when the olorious power of Hea- 
| VEN 1 pleaſed to puniſh Man for his tranſgrefſion , he 
; takes away the ſenſe and proper power by which he 
| ſhould foreſee and ſtop his danger. 

This news flies {wittly to the King, who entertains 
it witha fad heart, as juſtly ir deſerv cd. The Spencers, 
| with the Crue of their dependants,are nettl'd wich a tale 
| that ſtarts their greatneſs ; they think the Plot was ſurely 
laid , that rook fo rightly; and in the makers Wit, 
| | condemn their Judgment, that led them by the hand to 
| what they aGted. Mortimer, whom Spencer deadly hated, 
| w as well allyd, and ſtrong in Friends and Kindred ; 
| he had a Cauſe in hand would win aſſiſtance, when that 
a Queen and an heir apparent back'd it. Bur now 'twas 
| paſt prevention 3 tis a vertue to make the beſt of. that 

| we cannot fly from. 

Edward , whole yielding heart at firſt miſgave him, 
| grows adly dull, and ſeems to read his Fortune ; his 
; melancholy choughts have no impreſſions but lack as 
were engrav'd within his conicience. To take him off, 


S per- 


{ 
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Spencer contemns the danger, extenuating their beſt 
hopes, which were but fixed upon the French, a nation 
light and inconſtant, whom Money would take off, it 
Force ſhould fail him : he tells him he had caule to | Spencer en- 
ſmile, not mourn, that was fo freed of ſuch a Chamber- _— 

miſchief, that was more to be fear'd at home, than with 
her Brother. Laſtly, he prays him to be like himſelf, 
a Monarch, that well might bend, and yer not yield to 
Fortune 3 'twas now high time to order fo his bulineſs, 
that there might be no farther fear of danger. Baldock 
the Chancellour (ets to a helping hand to revive his Spi- 
rits, which ſeemed ſo much dejected ; and briefly thus 


diſcours'd his better judgment. 


Sir, If you now ſhould droop, or ſhew a faintneſs, when 
your occa ſions do expect your Valour, your ſnbjefts will be- 
lieve you know more danger than they or ſee or fear , which 
muſt be followed with a dull coldneſs over the whole King- 
dom, which what it may enforce, you may conſider. 'To 
eaſie to o'recome a weak reſiſtance, which yielding, fears 
the ftroke before 'tis coming ; but nobler hearts are ever 
moſt triumphant, when they are round beſet with greateſt 
| perils. Alas, what can the Queen a wandring Woman 
| compaſs, that bath nor Arms, nor Means, nor Men, nor 
Money ? Think you her Brother will ſo back her paſſion, | 
as to expoſe bimſelf to ſuch a hazard ? France knows our 
Arms too well, too nmch , to tempt them, or come with- 
in our diſtance in oxr dwellings : admit he ſbould , what 
can he do to England, which hath a wooden wall 
will wet his courage ? Lewis, that had made him a ſure 
Party within the Kingdom long before he landed, when 
civil tumults had embroil'd our Forces, found bere ſo ſharp 
and hotly curſt a welcome, as left your Predeceſſor ſoon his 
firſt poſſeſſion: he came in his own right, aud yet forſook, 
it ; can you then fear they'll venture for another, or ha- 
zard War that look, for no advantage * Put caſe they do, 


have you your Forces ready, you need not fear the French 
or | 


_ 
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| or ary other : but you muſt then by your own ſprightful car- 
| riage erve life and conrage to the Valiant Souldier , that 
fiehts your Quarrel, and bis proper Honour ; like to a careful 
Steward, ftill provided to give the new-come GueSt a hand- 
fomre I elcome. And, if | erre not , tis not much i 

per you let the Kingdom know the Queens departure , bow 
far it ſwerwes from duty, love, or reaſon. Dangers that 
be far off, may be prevented , with time, advice, and with 
a better leaſure ; yet tis diſcretion to catch the foretop of a 
growing evil : look to your Ports : your Navie well provi- 
ded, no forraign Force can wrong your Peace or Quiet. For 
thoſe within-door that may breed ſuſpition , the ways are 
eaſe to ſecure their moving. Tet all this 3s too little, if you 
ftagger , or with a drowzae coldneſs ſeem diſbeartned : 'tis 
life and aftion gives your People metal. For Gods ſake 
then ( great Sir ) leave off this Paſſion, which wrongs your 
Greatneſs, and doth maze your ſervants , that ſee no cauſe 
but meerly your Opinion. 


This Speech thus ended, the King forceth himſelt a- 
gainſt his diſpoſition, and cloaths his cheeks with ſmiles, 
his brow with gladneſs : with a more freedom he dit- 
courſeth plainly the preſent ſtate of his entangled buli- 
nels : a Declaration is {ent our to all the Kingdom, thar | 
The Queen | taints the Honour of the Queen , but more his Judges- | 
rand. \rnent. The Ports are all ſtopt up, that none ſhould tol- 
| are opt, | low : a Medicine much too late ; a help improper, ro | 
ſhur the Stable-door, the Steed being ftoln : but 'tis the | 
nature of a bought Experience, to come a day too late, 
the Navie | the Market ended. The Navie 1s {ent out to guard the | 
——— Frontier, and Watch and Ward 1s kept throughout the | 
Ward every | Kingdom. Theſe and many other grave Inſtructions | 
where. | are recommended to the Spencers wiidom, whom it | 
concern'd as deeply as their welfare : they think not fit to | 
truſt the Care to others, but do become themſelves the 
Superviſors ; which for a time of force enforc'd their | 
| abſence ; in which ſhort intermiſs, the King relapſeth ro 
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impreſſions : he thinks the breach of Wedlock a foul 
treſpals ; but to contemn her he ſo much had wronged, 
deſerv'd as much as they could lay upon him : But he 
was guilty in a higher nature ; he had upheld his Para- 
lites to brave her with too too fond a baſe preſumpru- 
ous daring : he fear'd his cruel aftions, ſtain'd with 
bloud , would chalenge a quick and fad requiral, equal 
vengeance : he law the Subjects full of grief and paſli- 
on, apt and deſirous to embrace Rebellion ; and few or 
none declar'd themſelves to aid him , unleſs 'twere ſuch 
as ſtirr'd by meer compullion,or private intereſt of their 
own lafety. Such dull conceits did fo ingroſs his fan- 
' cie , that he almoſt deſpair'd of his own fortune. His 
Minions, now return'd from their employment , had 
much ado to level theſe deep reckonings 7 which lay fo 
heavie on his guilty Conſcience : yer at the length he 
gain'd his wonted temper, and afteth o'er afreſh his for- 
mer Errours. 

The cuſtomary habir of tranſgreſli on is like a Corn 
that doth mteſt his owner ; though 1 it be pard and cut, 
yet it reneweth , | unleſs the Core be rooted out that 
teeds his axon, The guilty Conſcience feels ſome 
inward motions , which Aaſhing lightly , ſhave the hair 
of Miſchief ; the ſcalp being naked , yet the roots re- 
maining, they ſoon grow up again, and hide their bald- 
| nels : the operations of the ſoul of true Repentance, 
| grubs up the very depth of ſuch vile Monſters, and 
| Caves alone the cars of their abuſes. 

The French King having notice of his Siſter's arrival, 
| entertains it with a wondrous plauſible and ſceming 
| | ſhew of gladneſs. After ſhe had well refreſh'd her ſelt|* 

' and her little Son, (as yet a ſtranger to the riding of fo 
| long a journey upon a wooden horſe) with an Hono- 
| rable attendance, beficting more her Eſtate, Birth and 
| Dignity, than the preſent miſerable condition ſhe was 
in, ſhe is waited on to. Paris : all the great ones and 
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his former errour , which gave him many fad and deep | 
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Bravery of that Kingdom are ſent to give her welcome, 
and to bring her to the King's prefence. When ſhe be- 
held the Sanctuary of her hopes, her deareſt Refuge, ſhe 
| falls upon her knee , and with a ſweetly-becoming mo- 
| deſtie, ſhe thus begins her Story. Her Royal Brother 
| unwilling to ſuffer ſuch an Idolatry from her, that had a 
Father, Brother, Husband, to great and glorious , takes 
her up in his arms, when thus ſhe ſpeaks her ſorrow. 


—m—_— 


Beheld in me ( dear Sir ) your mo$t unhappie Sifter, the 
true piinre of a dejeSied 4 8 that bears the grief of 
a deſpiſed Wedlock,, which makes me flie to you for help 
and ſucconr. I have, with a ſufferance beyond the belief 
of my Sex, outrun a world of tryals : time leſſens not, but 
addes to my afflifiions ; my burthen 3s grown greater than my 
| patience : yet 'tis not I alone unjuftly ſuffer ; my tears ſpeak 
thoſe of a diftreſſed Kingdom , which, long time glorious, 
now 1s almo$t ruin'd. My bluſhing cheek may give a ſilent 
knowledge , I too much love and honour the cauſe of my af- 
flictions, to expreſs it. Tet this in modeſtie I may diſco- 
wer; my Royal Husband is too nnch abuſed ; his will, his 
ear , his heart is too too open to thoſe which make his er- 
ronrs their advantage : the hope of his return is loft ; be 
' fill mu} wander , while ſuch bewitching Syrens are his 
| leaders. But wh y do TI include them as a number ? 'tis 
onely one ; the ref# are but his creatures. How many 0 
his brave and nobler Subjects bave ſold their lives to pur- 
chaſe bim bis Freedom ® All expectation fails ; domeſtich, 
Quarrels have ta'en away their lives that flrove to help it - 
| unleſs you pleaſe your Arms ſhall diſinchant him , be ſtill | 
nut be abuſed, bis Kingdom grieved. I had not elſe thus | 
ftoln to crave your favour. Made to your hand, you have | 
| a way is glorious , to let the world behold and know your | 
vertne ; Fortune preſents you with a juft occaſion to crown 
| your Glory with an equal Goodneſs : would you difpute it, 
| can there be a motive more weighty , than to ſuccour theſe | 


| poor Raines which elſe mu$t loſe their portions, being Birth- 
right # | 
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right ® See here, and view but with a ju$t compaſſion, 
two Royal Plants depreſs'd, and like to wither , both Bran- 
ches of the Flower-de-luce , the Root you ſprang from ; 
which, but in you, have neither hope nor comfort. IWould 
your impartial wiſdom but conſider how good a work it is 
to help ditreſſes, a wronged Siter cannot be forſaken, and 
an Heir of ſuch a Crown be left unpitied. In ſuch an a& 
of Goodneſs and of JuStice , both heaven and eartb will 
witneſs your true Valour , and your poor Handmaid joy in 
ſuch a Brother. Let it not breed ſuſpicion , that I ſeek you 
with ſuch a weak, forſaken , poor attendance : 1 was en- 
forc'd to ſteal away at randome , and dur$t not by my num- 
ber be diſtruSted , by thoſe with Argus eyes obſersd my 
ations. Though I am here, and thoſe behinde that love 
me , befides the TuStice of my Cauſe, the ftrongeSt motive, 
I bring the hearts of a diſtreſſed Kingdom, that, if you ſet 
me right, will fight my Quarrel : their Truth needs no ſuſ- 
pet ; you have for Warrant their Queen and MiStris, with 
their King that mu$t be. Then, gracions Sir, extend your 
Royal wertue. I challenge by that purer Bloud, aſſeſtance, 
whereof my Birth-right givgs me equal portion : let not ſuc- 
ceeding Ages in your Story read ſuch a taint , that you for- 
ſook a Sifter, a Siſter juſtly griev'd , that ſought your Suc- 
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Her willing tongue would fain have moved farther ; 
but here the fountain of her eyes poured forth their 
treaſure; a ſhowre of Chryſtal tears enforc'd her filence ; 
which kinde of Rhetorick won a Noble pitie : the Pal- 
ſions of the minde being {weerly mov'd , the heart 
grows great, and ſeems to ſympathize their agitations 3 
which produceth a ready willingneſs , that calls to acti- 
on the toot, the hand, the eye, the tongue, the body, till 
that the Engines ſlack that cauſe this vigour ; and then 
they all revert to their firſt temper. The Queens dil- 
courſe and tears fo far prevail'd , the King and all his 


Peers are deeply moved ; their longing hearts beat 
G c ſtrong- 
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| ſtrongly for expreſſion, which might aflure her, they 


| embrac'd her quarrel, and with their Lives would ven- 
| ture ſoon a tryal : Her Brother bids her caſt her cares 
be to his Protection, which would make Edward know 
| and feel his errours ; his greater Subjets offer her their 
Service, and vow to be Companions of her fortune. 
The general voice of France proclaim'd a fury ſtrain'd 
to the heighr, to punith her Oppreſſors. This overture 
| for a while is ſo hotly purſued, that ſhe (poor Queen) 
| with an abuſed confidence believ'd things as they fee- 
| med in ſhew, true, perfe&, real. 'Tis not alone her 
| errour, but a diſcaſe all fleſh and blood embraceth ; 
with caſe we credit what we wiſh and hope for : yet 
where ſo great a Conſequence waits on the aQtion, there 
is juſt cauſe to fear and doubt the ſequel. Though 
that our aims be juſt, diſcreet, and hopeful , yer if they 
be confined to certain hazard , or do reflect upon the 
private danger ; of that ſame ſecond hand that is eNga- 
ged, reaſon in juſtice ſtrengthens the ſuſpicion. To 
right the Queen, and to reſtore her Heir ; to caſe the 
SubzeR, puniſh the Oppreſlor ; all theſe are works thus 
far ſeem good and 4 bur theſe, not Will, but Pow- 
er and Strength muſt compals, againſt a potent King in 
his own Kingdom 3; which if it fell out well, return'd 
with honour ; it ill, endanger'd France wich ; an Invaſi- 
on, which might perhaps prove fatal and unhappie. 
Wiſe men are mov'd in Paſſion, not in Judgment, which 
ſifts the depth and core of ſuch great aCtions, weighing 
the danger and advantage, with the hazard and depen- 
dance ; which if they turn the Scale, or make them e- 
ven, takes off the edge of their propenſe affeQions, 
which Cauſe aſſiv ag d the heat of this employment. 
Spencer eyes | Spencer, whoſe watchful eye was fixt on Pars, by his 
che French, | PerſpeQves ſees the glorious welcome that waits upon 
the Queen and her attendants; he hears no other News, 
but what proviſions were made i m France to ſerve for 
bur fears | War in England : he is not frighted, or a whit diſtem- 
them not. | pered 
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| pered ; he knew the French were oiddy, light, incon- | 


ſtant , apter for Civil Broyls than Forraign Triumphs ; 
| beginning more than Men, but in concluſion weaker 
and more uncertain far thanWomen : he taxeth yet his 
own improvidence , that gave the angry Queen fo fair 
advantage; 'twas not the Power of France he feared, 
nor all their threatnings, but the inteſtine danger, 
which ſeemed fearful : He knew the Subjets hearts 
were quite eſtranged, which did expeGting long for 
ſome Combuſtion : ſeverity of Laws dis in un- 
der ; 'twas not in duty, but by meer compulſion, which 
backt by Forraign aid , and ſuch brave Leaders, would 
break their Chains upon the leaſt Alarum. 

To take off Frence, he ſtraight felefts his Agents, 
ſuch as well knew the ways of theſe employments, and 
lades them o'er with Gold, and found Inſtructions ; bid- 
ding them freely bribe, and promiſe mountains, till they 
had undermin'd and croſs'd the Queens proceedings : he 
bids them charily obſerve the quality of ime, and place, 
and perſon, proportioning their Rates with ſuch diſcre- 
tion, that thoſe which moſt could hurt were deepeſt la- 
den. Theſe Pinaces of State thus fraighted , arrive at 
Paris, where the heat was almoſt cool'd before their 
coming ; yet they go on to make the buſineſs ſurer : 
they ſet upon the Pillars of the State, and feel their Pul- 
ſes 3 who wrought like Wax againſt the glorious Sun- 
ſhine of brighter Angels , which came ſhowring down- 
wards, and ſtruck them dumb and deaf for oppofition : 
Gold in an inſtant chang'd the Council's temper, and 
conquer'd without blowes their valiant anger. The 
Queens diſtreſſed tears are now forgotten ; they gave 
impreſſions,theſe a real feeling : words are but wind,but 
here's a ſolid ſubſtance , that pierc'd not the ear , but 
hearts of her aſſiſtants. 


The Plot full-ripe, to make it yet more perfeQ, they 
ſer upon the King, and ſhew the danger. To force by 
Sea a paſlage into England, was a defigne as truely weak 
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as hopeleſs , where wants a Navie, and the tull provili- 
| on might give a ſure Retreat, or certain Landing. To 
| cope at home with ſuch a potent Kingdom, requir'd an 
| Army full of firengrh, and mighty, which muſt be ſtil] 
 {upply'd with Men and Money ; which not ready here 
' in ſuch abundance , 2 Womans paſſion was too weak a 
motive to levie Arms alone on that occaſion , which 
brings no other gains but meerly Honour. The Engliſh 
Nation were not to aftefted unto their Miſtris Quarrel, 
as to venture legal revenge, or elle inteſtine rapine 3 
which they muſt hazard , it they looſe, or vanquiſh. 
Laſtly , a bare relation of a female paſlion enforc'd the 
| Cauſe ; which whether true or falſe, was yet in queſtion ; 
the Plaintiff had been heard, but no Detendant. Theſe 
were the Reaſons which are daily tender'd to take the 
| French King oft from his intentions 3 which lov'd to 
talk of War , but not to at it. A ſmall perfwaſion 
quickly fills his ſtomack , that could not welt digeſt a 


War with Ergland. Young Kings that want Expe- 
rience, have not Judgment to touch the marrow of 
their proper buſineſs, and ſound the depths of Coun- 
\cels: For Adviſers may be abuſed, and bought and 


: 
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fold to milchieft, while Servants raife their gain from 
| their diſhonour. This being ſo frequent, *tis a Royal 
| Virtue, that hears, and fees, but gives no reſolution in 
| things of weight, till he have reconciled his own with 
| judgment ro the Councils reaſons : it that it be above 
| his reach that is in queſtion, let him not fo rely up- 
| on the great ones, that their words prove a Law, which 
have their workings, that aim more at their ends, than 
his advancement. As Kings have Councellors of State 
|to eaſe their Burden, fo ſhould they havea ſecond hel 

| to guard their Honour; a lefler body of feleed good 
| ones, Whoſe wiſdomes privately inform him rightly of 
| what in goodneſs is moſt fir his judgment. State- 
| ations fill che Purſe, but foul the Conſcience ; and 


| Policy may bloom the Profit , blights the —_— 
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which Kings ſhould keep as tender as their Eyelight. 

Though thus the ſquares that ted her hopes were al- 
tered , the Queen is ſtill led on with promis'd Succours, 
which at the upſhot meer with new excules. She ſee- 
ng theſe delays, and vain protractions, begins to doubr 
and tear there was ſome juggling ; yet bears it ſtrongly 
with a noble Paticnce, ſhewing no Dilcontent or leaſt 
Suſpicion; hoping ar worſt that here in ftafety ſhe and 
her Son might anchor out their troubles. The Poſts 
that daily fly 'rwixt France and England, had liberally 
intorm'd the ſtate of French Occurrents. Spencer in- 
form'd the gap was ſtopr on that ſide, provides to quiet 
all at home it he could work it : he ſects upon the dif- 
contented Barons, that hated him, and envied more his 
Fortunes : he courts their favour, and imparts Promoti- 
ons that might betray them, more with ſhew than profit : 
he makes the Gentry proud, by giving Titles that feed 
ambitious mindes, but not content them ; and takes off 
| from the People light Oppreſlions , but keeps afoot the 
greateſt Grievance, that kept them down trom hope to 
ſhake his Greatnels. All ſides do entertain it with a 
ſeeming gladneſs , though well they knew it was enfor- 
; ced kindneſs. 

While each part thus difſembles their intentions, the 
Navie was call'd home; a Charge was uſele(s, where was 
no fear might cauſe a forraign danger : the Ports were 
open'd, and the Watch {urceaſed that day and night at- 
tended on the Frontier. This haſte, as 'twas too fud- 
den, wants aſſurance : the riting Son was abſent, and 
ſtill lookt for , while the declining dipt his cheeks in 
darkneſs. To eale this care, the Queen is ſtrongly tem- 
pted by ſuch as ſeem'd her friends, but were his Agents, 
to reconcile her felt unto her Husband , whom hence- 
forth ſhe might rule as ſhe thought fitting. When this 
tell ſhort,ſhe is at leaſt intreated to ſend back her young 
Son, the Kingdoms comfort ; which took it 1]] he thould 
be made a Stranger, or in the power of a forraign Na- 
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tion. Theſe fweer enchantments move no whit her 
yielding, that too well knew the Serpent that begat 
chem ; her Son ſent back, they had the prey they lookt 
for, and ſhe muſt lack the prop muſt keep her up- 
right. 

This Proje& failing , they fall upon a new one. 
The King frames a Letter ro his Holineſs, full of humi- 
lity and fair obedience, yet craving help, and bitterly 
complaining that 1/abel his Wife had fled his Kingdom, 
pretending a meer Voyage of Devotion , and had ſtoln 
away his Son, his only comfort, attended by a Crue 
of trayterous Rebels, that ſtrove to break the Peace 
of Chriſtian Princes ; amongſt which one being tane 
in aQtual Treaſon, had eſcap'd his Priſon by a lewd In- 
chantment, whom he had cauſe to fear abus'd his Wed- 
lock. Laſtly, the French King, his Alley and Brother, 
received and kept them, being often ſummon'd to deſiſt 
and leave them. The Pack of this complaint fo well 
contrived, was not oppoled by the French King's 
Council, who could be well content, that by com- 
mandment, their umportuning Gueſts were fairly quit- 
ted ; Necelliry would colour ations of unkindnels, if 
| Houſhold-Laws were broke, or thole of Nature. This 
Letter runs from hence to Paris, from thence to Rome, 
by that ſame pradtick Agent, that in this Interlude had 
won the Carland ; he bears a Picklock with him, that 
muſt open the gates that were faſt ſhur to guard the 
Conclave : his firſt Arrival finds a fair reception : 
Where Money makes the Mart , the Market's eaſfie. 
Theſe goodly gloſes guilded o're with ſhadows, muſt 
win belief where there was none to anſwer : Had 
they been juſt and true, the fact was odious, and might 
in Juſtice challenge lation ; ; it was enough that 
here it is believed fo, the Fact was fully proved, the 
Reaſon ſmother'd. The Cardinals, that freely felt the | 
Engliſh Bounty , perſwade the Pope it was both juſt | 
and pious, ſo great a Miſdemeanour ſhould be que- | 
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; {tion'd, that gave the Chriſtian word fo lewd Example. 
| On this flies out a preſent Admonition to the French 
King, that ſtraight he free his Kingdome of this his 
' Siſter-Queen and her Adherents, on pain of diſobe- 
dience, InterdiCtion. 

While this Device was moulding, out of Ergland the 
Queen receives a large, but ſecret Summons, that all her 
friends were ready to attend her with all things fittin 
on her firſt arrival : more than the plagues of Egypt did 
oppreſs them , which they nor could nor would endure 
longer : they bid her haſten her return ; though her 
proviſion were not enough , their Swords ſhould fight 
her Quarrel. She with a joyful heart receives this of- 
fer, which like a precious Balm, clos'd up the wounds 
of her ſad thoughts, made dull with her fſufpicion. 
More to advance this weighty work declining , ſhe tells 
| the King the tenour of this tender. His clouded brow, 
the charaGer of Paſſion, diſcover'd ſoon the ſignes of al- 
teration, which yet ſeem'd more of Pitie than of Anger : 
he had but then read his Italian Summons , which he 
| plucks forth, and caſts his drooping Siſter , bidding her 
view, and wiſely there conlider, what danger he was in 
| by her prote@tion. The amazed Queen, when ſhe be- 
| held the Sentence , in ſtead of help, would rob her of 

| her refuge , ſhe falls upon her knee imploring pitie , if 
| not to give her*Aid, to right her Honour, which was e- 
| clipſed with ſo foul a Slander. A ſhowre of mellow 
tears, as milde as April's, thrill down her lovely cheeks, 
made red with anger : dearly ſhe begs at leaſt but fo 
much reſpite until his Holineſs might be informed, her 
innocence was ſuch ſought no favour , but that the Law 
ſhould give upon full hearing. She doth implore him 
' that he would compare her adverſaries malice with his 
| | cunning , who not contented with her deep oppreſſion, 
| fought to betray at once her Hope and Honour , 
wrought with ſuch art, and ſuch a cloſe conveyance , 


that here her Judgement had outrun her Tryal. 
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He nothing ſorry for (o fair a warrant that took him 
oft trom charge and future hazard , and yer withal 
would cover ſuch Unkindneſs,ſeems wh lament the cauſe, 
and hrs condition , that of neceſſity muſt yeeld obedi- 
ence : he could rot for her ſake at one blow hazard the 
danger of himſelt and his whole Kingdom. Not to 
forlake her wholly , he perſwades her to entertain a 
Peace ; the King her Husband ſhould yeeld ro her Con- 
ditions : hell effe& ir, that had a power to force it in 
his denyal ; which he would venture, it the World 
eainſaid ir. Let him ( quoth he) then uſe you ill, or not 
receive you , I'll make him know I can and will revenge it : 
ſmall time 3s left you to conſider or diſpute it ; adwiſe with 
ſpeed, and let me know your anſwer. 

The amazed Queen abandoned and forſaken , relates 
at full this tar unlookt-for paſſage unto the Biſhop, Cane, 
and Mortinrer : their valiant hearts make good their Mi- 
{tris ſorrows, and tell her they would fer her right with- 
out the French-men ; bidding her not conſent to her re- 
turning , though ir were foder'd up with ſhowers of 
kindneſs : ſhe well enough did know her Husbands hu- 
mour, which would obſerve no Vow, no Oath, no Pro- 
mile : 1t Spencer once more feiz'd her in his clutches,ſhe 
ſhould be furely mew'd, and kept from Gadding. Aſor- 


timer Contains nor 1n this {train his Paſſion , bur breaks 
into the bitterneſs of Anger, taxing the'F ach 2; baſe, ' 
unkinde, perfidious , that knew not what belong'd to | 
love, or valour. The Queen, that knew the danger, 
mildly calms him, 
weakneſs, that in ſuch provocation might beger ſurpri- 
ſal, when they muſt be ſent back without prevention. 
Though that her heart were fir'd, and ſwoln with anger, 
the remporizerh ſo, twas Lees: a whiſpering 
murmur , murter'd from the Courtiers, ſays, that ſhe 


way to (cape, or whither ; yer with this preparation ſhe | 


ſhould be ſent with ſpeed for England : ſhe feigns to. 


make proviſion for her Journey, yet unreſolved which 
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beguil d the French that had cozen'd her : ; for they had | 
bargain 'd to (ee her ſafe at home, and re-deliver'd. Be- 
ing thus irrefolute, of means, of friends, of ſuccour 
unprovided ; the Maſter failing , ſhe attempts the Ser- 
vants , who {ing their Maſters tune by rote verbatim ; 
they cannot give her. ſingle help or comfort. Declining 
miſery that once 1s ſinking , findes it ſelf ſhunn'd like 
ſome intectious Fever , and goes alone in ſhades and 1i- 
lent darkneſs. Fortune's bright Sun-ſhine walks with 
more proteſlors, than her re{plendence hath or beams or 
ſtreamers ; but-1t her. glory, {ink, or be eclipſed, they ſhun 
her fall, as children do a Serpent : and yet ſuch tryals 
guide not wretched May's ecleftion. AﬀecCtion, (that 
torſakes in choice the j= mans is led alone by form, 
and not by ſubſtance.; which doth betray with caſe where 
it is truſted : if Vertue guide the chooler , the begin- 
ning 1s mutual goodneſs, which ſtill ends in glory. The 
very height and depth of all Affliction cannot corrupt 
the worth of ſuch a Friendihip, that loves the Man more 
than it loves his Fortunes. The raging Storms and Winds 
may blow and batter , yet ſtill this goodly Rock makes 
good his Station. The correſpondencie of firm Aﬀecti- 
ons is purely innocent, {incerely grounded : it Private 
ends or Worldly, aims oer-weigh them , they then are 
but a meer Commerce and Traffick, which hold no lon- 
ger than the Bargain 1s driving. Where Truth appa- 
rently doth warrant Love and Friendſhip, it lives and 
dics, but never changeth Colour. But to proceed : the 
Queen in this Diſtraction tindes, paſt her hope, an unex- 
pected Comfort ; this Heaven can do, when fleſh and 
bloud's at weakeſt. Robert of Arthois, a man both wile 
and valiant, that loved Goodnets for her own fake, not 
for faſhion, at her firſt coming tender'd her his Service: 

he was a well-reſolved ſteady States-man , not led by 


Complement, or feign'd profeſſions : he had been ab-|_ 


ſent during all this paſſage ; returning, hears and pities 
her Condition, blaming her Nations talſhood , and her 
E e miſ- 
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misfortune , which he retolves ro help out with his beſt | 
| Counſel : he ſecks and tindes the Queen, whom, fadly 
-muſing, he interrupts, and thus revives her ſpirits. 


Great Queen, It is the more excellent part of Wiſdome, 
"with an equal Vertue to entertain the different kindes of 
| Fortune \ this Peregrination of ours is 4 meer compoſition 
of Troubles, which ſeem greater or leſs, as is the quality 
of that heart that bears them : I muſt confeſs, you have 
too great a portion, the Juſtice of your Grief doth truely 
'fþ eak it ; but Tears and Sorrow are not means to right 
| theme. Juſt Heaven doth gracionſly behold and pity thoſe 
that do with an active Hope imeplore it, and work as well 
| 9s pray, the deeds of + 26h » qi tender Sex, and 
far "mer great Condition, have been 4 —_ to theſe bitter 
 tryals : : a little time will make them more familiar, and 
then vou will confeſs your Paſſtons erronr. They ſooneſt 
periſh yield to their Aﬀiici trons, and ſee no journeys end 
that tire with burden. For your own Vertnes ſake, reſume 
your ſpirits ; your Sorrows are not ſuch as you believe them. 
Behold in me, your true and faithful Servant, a reſolution 
fixt to run your fortune ; you may no longer bend 
abode or being in thzs unworth y and unthank-ful Climate, 
paved o're and cloſely made to your deſtruction. W herefore 

if my advice may ſway your judgment, let ſpeed and care 

ent ſo ſure and great a danger. Near to this place the 

Empire hath his Con nes, where many Princes _ may 
yield you Snccour, at worſt, you there may finde @ ſure Pro- 
teftion, which in your Native Soil is more than doubtful. 
I will not yet preſume to teach your judgement, that can 
much better ſway your own Condition: Only I lay before you 
truly my Conceptions, which bawe no other aim than for your 
Safety. Tour Wiſdome may direc} your beft advamage, 

which I will ſecond with my | Life and Fortunes. 


| Which in- Infinitely was the Queen joy'd with his Relation , | 
finitely joys | which weighing the quality of the man thar ſpake it, 
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' ſeem'd juſtly worth. embracing : She findes it was ſin- 
. cere, not lighe or verbal, which makes it ſelf a partner 
| of her Sorrows ; ſhe doubles many Thanks, and gentle 

| Proffers of true requital , which her Son pertormed 

when he himſelt was forced to leave his Country. 

Straight ſhe provides to follow his direQtions, and with 

a wary and fecret carriage , ſettles her felt tor her in- 

tended Journey ; yet ſtill gives out ſhe meant to go for 

England, whither ſhe ſends a Poſt to treat Conditions, 

with Letters {ſmoothly writ in all ſubmiſlion ; and conrr- 

ing Spencer with a world of kindneſs , the lets him know 
red ſhe relyed ſolely upon his Love to be the Mediator. 

Unto her Royal Brother the diſcourſeth , that now ſhe 

underſtood the Peace was finiſhe , w bich made her firſt 

a ſtranger to her Husband, who now would haſten home 

to make it perte. And to the Council, which well ſhe 

knew were bribed to fend her back perforce, if ſhe de- 
nyd it, ſhe more and more extols and praifeth Spercer, 
as if 'rtwere he alone had wrought her Welfare. The 

Engliſb thus abus'd, the French deluded, both are ſecure ; 

ſhe was providing homewards , Which made the one re- 

; miſs, the other careleſs ; elle ſhe, foreſtall'd, had found 

| her Proje@ harder. In this her courſe ſhe ſees but ſmall 

| | appearance, and few ſuch Hopes as might induce Atſu- 

' rance ; yet ſhe reſolves to hazard all, and wander , ra- 
| ther than to return thus unprovided. Could ſhe 1 * rea- 
| ſon look for any Aſſiſtance from Strangers , when her 

Brother had denyed it ? or could ſhe think the Germans 

would be faithful , when her own Birthright had for gain 

| betray'd her ? Alas, the could not ; yer entorc'd, muſt 
venture that in her Hopes, could finde no other Retuge. 
| Neceſlity, the Law of laws, makes Cowards valiant, and 

' him content that hath no Choice to guide him ; which 

| from the Barren'ſt ground expects ſome Harveſt , that 

(elſe in danger would deſpair and periſh. All things 

| prepar'd, and her Attendants ready, the takes a folemn 
| Leaveand thanks her Brother , afſuring him ſhe nothing 
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more deſired, than that ſhe mightr- bur live to quite his 
Kindneſs. His Anſwer, like his Gitts, was ſhort and lit- 
tle. And thus ſhe leaves the Court, in ſhew contented : | 
with a {ad heart, a watry eye, a patlion highly inflam'd, 
ſhe journeys forward till the came nearer where the 
Bounders parted. The limits ot ingratetul France ſhe 


then forſaking, gives them this parting Blow, to cale her 
Sorrow. 


Frewel (quoth ſhe ) farewel , thou glorious Climate, 
where I firSt ſaw the World , and fir8i did hate it :; thor | 
gavesSt we Birth, and yet de "nyeSt me Being ; and Royal | 
Kinred , but no F riends were real. IWonld I bad never 
ſought thy Help or Succour, I might have ſtill believ'd thee 
kinde, not cruel : but thou to me art like a graceleſs mother, 
that ſuckles not, but baſely ſells her children. Alas ! what 
bawve I done, or how offended, thou ſhould deny my life her 
native Harbour ? IWas't nct enough for thee in my Diſtre ſe 
ſes to yeeld no Comfort, but thou mui l me, and, which 
was worſe, Betray me to my Ruine ® The pooreSi foul that 
claims in thee a dwelling, is far more happie than thy Royal | 
Iſſue : but time will come thou wilt repent this Errour , if 
thou remember this my juSt PrediSiion ; my Off-ſpring will 
revenge a Mothers Quarrel, a Mothers Quarrel ju$t and fit 


for Vengeance. Then ſhalt thou ſeek and ſue, yet finde more 
favour from him thy Foe , than I could win, a Sifter. 


With this ſhe weeping ends, and paceth forw ard, 
the Wheel of Fortune turning : Grief grown oreater, | 


few real Friends attend it, falſe forlake it: Infidelity, 
the Plague of Greatneſs , is commonly at full, w hen| 
Hope doth leſſen ; and ſtrives to make the Tide of | | 


Sorrow greater. Stapleton, Bilhop of Exeter, who till | 
now had faithfully tollow'd the Queens party, and 


made himlelt a ſharer of her aGion, with an unnoble 
preſident doth now forlake her, leeing the French | 
hopes vaniſh'd, and thoſe remaining hopeleſs ; exami- 
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hope as in aſſurance, he flily ſteals away to his old 
Maſter , which wins him Grace , but loſt his Life and 
Honour. Some think him from the firſt not ſound or 
real, but a meer ſtalking-horſe for Spencer's Cunning : 
but this hath no congruity with Reaſon. The Queens 
departure unknown and unſuſpeRted, in which he was 
1 a prime and private Aftor, had he at firſt been falſe, 
had been prevented, at leaſt the Prince's ; which had 
marrd the project. Neither can I believe ſo mean or 
baſely of that ſame Reverend Honour of his Calling, 
that it would be a Conduit-pipe to feed the ſtomack 
of ſuch a tainted, foul, polluted Ciſtern. By this 
Treachery the reſolutions of the Queen are fully diſ- 
coverd ; the Landskip of her Travels ſoon ſurvey'd, 
| begets a more ontempt than fear of danger. The 
; coldnels of the French King being underſtood , 
, their flat denial yer contents not Spencer , who did 
; Expect his bargain for his Money : Had he had bur 
; the Prince, they had dealt fairly, while he was be- 
ing in their proper power. But they, to juſtifie 
themſelves, profeſs it freely the Queen had gone be- 
yond them with their Cunning ; They thought ſhe had 
been homeward bound, as ſhe divulged. Thus Wo- 
mens Wit ſometimes can cozen Stateſmen. Now are 
the German Natures ſifted, and their Motions, who 
fight bur ill for words, and worſe for nothing. Their 
Conſtitutions dull and flow, were fitter to guard a 
Fort, than to invade a Kingdom. The Queen was 
bare of Money, void of Credit; which might beget 
them Valour, her aſfliſtance. Theſe were conceptions 
pleas'd our Minions fancy. 

Time, that at length outſtrips the longeſt journey, 
hath brought our Engliſh Pilgrims into Henault. The 
Farl , a man was truely good and noble , refolv'd 
ſo Royal Gueſts deſerv'd as brave a Welcome , eſtee- 
ming it a Vertue fit his po_ , to be the _ 
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of Majeſtick Ruines: He had a Brother youthful, 
ſtrong , and valiant, one that lovd Arms, and made 
them his profeſſion ; this man obferv'd rhe Queen, and 
ſees her ſorrow, which deeply funk, and mov'd a {witt 
Compaſlion : when he beheld a Milery fo great and 
glorious , a ſiruure of ſuch worth, fo fair and love- 
ly, forſaken , unfrequented , and unfurnithe , by the 
curſt hand of an unworthy Landlord , he vows with- 
in himſelf to help repair it : He tells her , he pitied 
| her Misfortune ; his heart as well as eye did bear him 


and promi- | Witneſs : He promis'd her his Service and Aſſiſtance, 
ſcs his Ser- | 


which he would both engage in this her quarrel ; and 
ſeems right glad of ſuch a fair occaſion to ſhew his 
Valour in ſo brave a Quarrel. 

So fair a Morning made the Evening hopeful : By 
[thoſe ſweet looks of her diſtreſled Beauty , and the 
beſt language of fo rich a Pleader, ſhe doth confirm 
his well-difpoſed AﬀeGtion , whole willing offer ſeem'd 
more than Courtſhip. The gallant Henanlder engag'd, 
| makes preparation to ſet upon this glorious Work, this 
creat Employment. Pity, that ſtrains the Nerves of 
vertuous Paſlions , moves faſter far, when that which 
gives it motion doth reliſh Beauty, Juſtice, Goodneſs. 
The Tongue that harthly pleads his own compaſſion, is 
for the moſt part entertain'd with like reſpondence ; 
when humble Sweetneſs, cloath'd in truth and plainneſs, 
invites the ear to hear , the heart ro pity. Who by a 
crooked fortune 1s forced to try and to implore the 
help of Strangers, muſt file his words to ſuch a wm- 
ning Smoothneſs, that they betray not him that hears 
or ſpeaks them ; yet muſt they not be varniſhe o're 
with Falſhood, or painted with the terms of Art or 
Rherorick ; this bait may catch ſome Gudgeons, but 
hardly him that hath a folid Judgment. *Tis more im- 
proper where we ſue for favour, to ruſsle boyſteronſly, 
or grumbling murmur ſome unſavoury Prayers; which 
ſeems to threaten rather a kinde of force, than hope | 


of 
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of pity : So begging Souldiers fright a Country-Far- 
mer. 

The Earl being a man well broken in the affairs of The Fan 
State, having a knowledge of this his Brothers reſo- | condemns 
lution, thinks it taſted more of Heat than ſound Diſcre- | Þis batte. 
tion ; he condemns his haſte, and blames his promile ; 
and ſending tor him, with a grave, yet mild diſcourſe, 


doth thus preſent the danger : 


To undertake a War, is far more weighty, than hand to 
band to fight a ſingle Combat ; the one needs many 
ftrengths, the other full and valour. Who thinks with 
his own arm to gain a Conqueſt, may ſell his Life, and 
yet not purchaſe Honour. I pity , as you do , this Royal 
| Lady, and would afſift ber too, if I were able ; but to 
| attewrpt where is uo hope to wanquiſh , makgs Foes of | 
| Friends , and Friends far more unhappy. France has 
; refus'd, a ftrong and warlilg Nation ; that King, a Bro- 
| ther, wiſely waves the quarrel ; he knows the Engliſh 
| Strength , and ſo digeſts it , that bell not —— a 
| War ſo bopeleſs. Think you your ſelf more prudent, ſtrong, 
or able, than is the Power and Strength of France united # 
| Or can you dream the Engliſh may be couquered by a few 
forward Youths that long for ation ® Do not miſtake 
the work of your Adventure, which is too ſad and great 
| for greater Princes. 1 do commend your forward Valour , 
' noble Pity; it ſhewes a wertwous Zeal and Will to Good- 
| neſs : but meaſure well the af ere you begin it ; your 
Valour elſe muſt have a lame Repentance. Where is the 
Sinew »of the War that muſt maimain it *® Nor ſbe nor 
you have Arms , or Means, or Money ; and ſure Words 
will not conquer ſuch a Kingdom. Tet if you will be fixt, 
| on God's Name wenture, I'll help you what I can: I'll 
| be uo Party. True Valour dwells not with an overdarang, 
| but lives with thoſe that fight by juſt diſcretion , where 
| there is Hope at leaſt , if not Advantage. Could you but| 
credit the beginning , that in reaſon the world might _ 

it 
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ſome Friends and State to flick too; I'll pawn them all 


it had a touch of Judgment, I m_ confeſs I ſhould ap- 
prove your Valour ; but you can only countenance your ff 
motion with confidence beyond the Moon or Planets : Then 
leave betimes , before you be engaged , which after mui 
nmch more impair your Honour. We'll beth aſſiſt her with 
our Purſe and Forces, yet do it ſo, the quarrel ſeem not 


OHYS. 


Sir John with a quiet and attentive patience hears 
out his Brother , knowing his admonitions ſprung from 
an honeſt Heart and grave Experience, yet thinks 
rob'd by Age of youthtul Vigour ; from which belict 
he draws this ſudden Anſwer. 


Sir, IF all the world forſake this Noble Lady, my fingle 
arm alone ſball fight ber quarrel ; Ihave engag'd my Faith, 
and will preſerve it, or leave my Bones within the Bed of 
Honour : No After-age ſhall taint me with ſuch baſeneſs, 
I gave a Queen my Vows, and after broke them. Such 
preſidents as theſe we ſeldom meet with, nor ſbould they 
be fo ſlenderly regarded. The Mother and her Son, the 
Heir apparent of ſuch a Kingdom , plead in Juſtice Pity ; 
Nor ſhall She baſely be by me forſaken. Reaſons of State 
I know, not your own Nature, do take you off from ſuch a 

lorious Action , which your own Vertne tells you is full 
Goodneſs. Then fit you ſtill, cry ayme : I'll do the bu- 
fineſs. Inglorious France may ſhame in bis refuſal ; nor 
will 1 follow ſuch a ſtrain of baſeneſs. Although no 
Sifter, "tis a Queen that ſeeks it ; a Queen that juſtly me- 
rits Love and Pity. I bave ſome Followers, Means, and 


ere ſhe ſhall be forſaken. IT know I can in ſafety bring her 
thither , and fbe hath there her Friends will bid her wel- 
come. That King hath loft bis Subjefs hearts , grown 
fore with grievance; bis Minions hatred will be our 
advantage : Admit the worſt , her expectations fail ber, 
we then can make retreat without diſhonour. But 
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Edward then may chance revenge the quarr arel, we have | 
thoſe pawns will make our own Conditions ; the King in | 
the remainder being ours , they'll buy our Peacc , and not 
incenſe our Anger. | I'll not deny , tis good to weigh the | 
hazard ,; but be that fears —_ danger , ſhall do nothing, 
fance. every humane Action hath S uſpicion. I am reſoly'd 
your Love ſhall ſtill command me ; yet give me leave ta bs 
mine own elector. I canot kd this at which. I am 
tyed to, without the taint of ſhame and foul diſhonaur, 
which I will rather dye than once conſent to, althaugh 
your ſelf and all the world perſmade me. 


Theſe words ſpoken ſo full home, with ſuch a brave 
reſolution, ſtopt all reply , and farther contradiion. 
The Queen , who had already a French, and an Italian 
trick, was jealous leſt ſhe here ſhould raſte a Flemiſb 
one. The Earl's Speech had given her a doubtful be- 
lief that he had been tamper'd withal ,: ſeeing his firſt 
| temper ſo much cooled: She knew well rr_g Ac : if 
Money could preyail , it would be tender'd free 
and. ſhe muſt then be bought and fold to eF 
Many of her Domeſtick Spies were here attending, as 
ſhe well knew and ſaw , to work her ruine.. Spencer 
'tis true had (ent his Agents hither with like Inſtructions, 
and their Bills of lading; bur here they finde their pains 
and labour fruitleſs. The Earl was himſelf, not led by 
Counſel ; and had a heart of ſteel againſt corruption y 
though '< was loath to back alone this quarrel ; which. 
did proceed from Want,not Will to help her: yet he ab- 
horr'd the very thought of felling his Fame and Honour 
by ſo foul Injuſtice. Yet thoſe that had the charge were 
not ſo hopeleſs, but that a little time might hap to work it: 
As all Courts have, his had a kinde of people, and theſe 
were great ones too, that boldly warrant and undertake 
to undermine their Maſter ; which dayly ted them more 
and more with Money,. while they give only words in- 


The Queen 
jcalous of 


Treachery. 


Spencer's A- 
gents tru- 
lirated. 


ſtead of payment. The Briber trades but on poor ad- 
| G g vantage, | 
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vantage, that buys but Hope, and that at beſt nncerrain; 
which often fails, although 'ris dearly purchas'd: And 
reaſon good , ſince this may be a Maxime; Corrupted 
mindes, that to do the ations of Injuſtice will preju- 
dice the Soul and Conſcience, by the contratting of a 
wicked enterpriſe for gain or Jucre, will never refuſe; 
in hope of a greater advantage, to ſell themſelves to a 
ſecond miſchref. 
But now the Queens doubts increaſing, and her long- 
ing- grown to the height of her expeQation , the is en- 
forced with more importunity to haſten on the advance- 
ment of her Journey : ſhe makes her winning Jooks 
(the handmaids of her Hopes) expreſs their beſt ability, 
more to enflame the heart of her ProteQor. Bur alas ! 
theſe motives need not; ambition of Clory, the natural 
operations of Pitie , and the honeſt care of his engage- 
ment , had made him ſo truely hers, and careful of ths 
deſigne , that he leaves no means or opportunity unat- 
tempted, 'that might ſet it forward. Already had he 
gotten together Three hundred well-reſolved Gallants, 
that vow to live and dye in this fair Quarrel. Here 
was the body of this preparation, the pillar that this 
Enterprize muſt ſtick to, Confidence is certainly , in 
the aGions of this nature, a ſingular Vertue, and can 
work Wonders ; elſe we cannot but believe this little 
Army ſcarce ftrong enough to conquer ſuch a Kingdom. 
The Queens hopes muſt in my have been very 
deſperate, if her Domeſtick expeQation had not been 
ter than her forreign Levy: But more could not 

be had; without ſome doubt, more hazard, and a lon- 
cer protraQtion ; and theſe are believed ſufficient to try 
their fortune, if not to maſter nt. They ſtay not 
therefore to attend the gaining of a multitude ,' which 
might at their arrival rather beger ſuſpicion, than win 
aſſiſtance. If the intelligence kept rouch, they were 
ſure of Men enough , and they had Leaders. 

Spencer's purloyning Brokers ſeeing the flood coming, | 
whic 
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which yet would, as they thought, at beſt prove but a 
Neap-tide, ſince they fail 'd in the deepeſt Myſtery of 
their employment (for here was room be no corrupti- 
on) reſolve yet not to make their labour altogether 
fruitleſs, but to give their great Maſter a true/touch of 
their willingneſs and abilicy ; the remainder of that 
Money which fell ſhore in the Maſter-piece, they em- 
ploy to gain a true and full underſtanding of the 
height and quality of this Artny, and principally to 
what part it was direGed. Goid, that makes all things 
eafie, fails not in this his forcible Operation 3 which 
brings unto them the' information of the Men, Arms, 
and number, with the quality of- the Navy that was to 
waft them, and the very Haven intended for their place 
of landing. Though, the Circumſtances duely conſider'd, 
the bulk of this Enterprize was in it ſelf contemptible 
enough ; yet to improve their awn diligence, they 
extenuate and leſſen it in theit advertiſement; they 
fend away a forerunning Poſt , to anticipate the doubt, 
and foreſtal the danger,” But now all proviſions are 
ready , and attend\ the moving of. theſe hopeful. Ad- 
venturers..'.. The Queen with a lively look , the Pre- 


fager of her future fortune , . takes a folemn leave of 


her kinde Hoſt with many hearty ;chanks, - which muſt 
ſtand for payment till ſhe had recover'd the ability to 
free the reckoning ; which after the as truely perfor- 


med, by matching the King her Son to a Daughter of 


the Houle of Heinault. | 

At Dordrecht the Prince and She with thetr Retinue 
are led a (ſhipboard , whence , they depart and ſteer 
their Courſe for D -haven , ' which was the place 
reſolv'd on for their Landing ; that part being held the 
fitteſt and the readieſt to give them ſuccour. . The Hea- 
ven, that fayour'd their deſigne , was more propitious, 
and from their preſent Fear procures their Safety. 
Spencer being largely inform'd of their intentions, had 
made a ſound proviſion, to give them a hotter welcome 
than 
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than they could "withſtand of look for ; had their di- 
| recions held as they had meant them. Scarce had they 
run the Mornings-Watch , the Skies grew-cloudy , a 
ſullen darkneſs ſpread all o're the Welkin ;'\rche blu- 
ſtering Winds break looſe with hollow 'roaring, and 
angry Neptune makes his Level Mountains: The watry 
| Element had no Oreen-ſickneſs , but curled banks'cf | 
| ſnow that ſparkle fary. - Thele Callenders-at once af- 

fail the Vetiel, whoſe Lading was the Hope and Glory 
'of a Kingdom ; the. wooden \Houfe doth like-a Mew 
| triumphing, beſtride the angry Billow ; and-as a Horſe 
well-mannag'd , doth: beat” his:'Corvet bravely , with- 
out the hazard of [his carefulrRider. ; 266 | 

She is frigh- | The Queen , that knew 'no'Flouds , no Tempeſts, 
ted at Sa. | but thoſe. which ſprung'from Sighs and Tears of Paſſi- 
on, grows deeply. frighted , and amaz'd with danger:: 
The lntle Prince, that: ne're had: tele ſuch motions as | 
made - him deadly .-fick without diſorder , takes it un- 
kindly ,- and with-ſick tears laments: the hanſel of his 
firſt profeſſion to- be a Souldier. | All are confusd ; the 
Mariners | dejefted ,\do: ſpeak their tears uni language 
ſeem'd to conjure. ': Fhree days together toſt and 'tum- 
bled, they float it out in- hopezwithout affurance ; in 
all which time 'the poor diſtreſſed; Veſſel durſt neither 
wear a Band, or bear a Bonner. The: yiolence © at 
length being ſomewhat {waged , and the- bright Sun 
appearing , ſmiling ſwertly , 'rhey finde! themſelves in 
view of Land, but where they knew noty nor thought 
| | |it fit by landing to diſcover. While .chus+irreſolute 
| | they reſt debating , a ſecond doubr enforc their reſo- 
lution ; their Vicual was too ſhort to feed:.their num- | 
ber till they could tack about tor ſome new Harbour; 

a fault without excuſe 1n ſuch employments ; .this-made 

SPOT: them venture forth at Harwich to try their fortune : 

Hareich. | Unſhipping of their Men, their Arms, their Luggage, | 
was Jong in aGion, and with: much diforder ; three 
days are ſpent in this, while they are forced to make 
| the 
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the naked Sands their ſtrength and bulwark. This 
made great Spencer's errour moſt apparent ; the leaſt 
reſiſtance here, or ſhew, or larum, had ſent chem back 
to Sea , or elle ſurpriz'd them ; a little ſtrength at Sea 
had ſtopt their paſlage , or made them lawful prize by 
ſuch a purchaſe : But After-wits can help precedent 
Errours, if they may be undone, and then new acted. 
Yet to excuſe this overſight , in ſhew ſo wretchleſs, 
'twas his Intelligence, not Judgment fail'd him: know- 
ing the weakneſs, he eſteem'd his vantage in ſuffering 
them to land ſecure and certain : He would not blaunch 
the Deer, the Toyl fo near , which he was confident 
would give poſſeſſion of thoſe he had ſo long purſued 
and ſought for. To raiſe a Guard to wait upon each 
quarter, if it were Wiſdome , might be no Diſcretion, 
as his affairs then ſtood ; ſuch motions promis'd rather a 
Guard to bid them welcome , than reſiſt them : as it 
would cauſe a fear, ſo 'twas a Summons to ſuch as were 
reſolv'd to back their Party : He made that place alone 
ſecure, where he expected, and they themſelves re- 
folv'd to make their landing ; the reſt he leaves at ran- 
dom, and to Fortune, rather than make things worſe 
by more Commotion. 

But now this weather-beaten Troop march'd boldly 
forward, finding as yet few friends, but no reſiſtance : 
Whoſa had ſeen their Body , might have deemed they 
had been come to rob ſome Neighbour-Village , rather 
than bent to bid the King to ſuch a Breakfaſt. St. Ha- 
mondes, an Abbey of black Monks, had the honour to 
give their long-loſt Miſtriſls the firſt Welcome : Here 


She receives a fair and free refreſhing, and yet but a faint 
hope of preſent ſuccour , without the which ſhe knew 


; her caſe was deſperate. The bruit of this ſtrange No- 


| velty was here divulged ; which like a Thunder-ſhower, 
| or ſome Land-water that had drown'd the Marſhes, and 


for ſuccour : But when they knew the bent of her in- 
| H h tentions 


o'reflown the Level, doth make the Cattle run to ſeek 


| 


Marching, 
forward. She ' 


i5 retre(h'd 
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tentions not fixt to rifle, but reform the Kingdom, 
they come like Pigeons by whole flocks to her aſliſtance. 
Soon flew the News unto the grieved Barons , whoſe 
itching ears attentive , long'd to meet it : Ir doubled as 
it flew ; and ere it toucht them, three hundred He- 
nanlts were ten thouſand Souldiers. They Ilole no 
time, for fear of ſome prevention. Henry of Lanca- 


fter, w hoſe Brothers Death and proper grievance in- 


flam'd his heart with Griet, his hand for Vengeance , 
with a ſtrong troop of Friends and ſtout Attendants, 
was the firſt great one that encreas'd her Party ; while 
many other brave and noble Spirits do ſecond: him them- 
ſelves, and all their Forces. By theſe Supplies the 
Queen and her great Strangers are quickly cured, and 
freed from their firſt Quartane that ſhak'd their hopes 
with ſo much agitation. 

The flumbring King had flept our all the Prologue of 
this fad Tragedy, which he ſuſpe&ts would end in blood 
and miſchiet: As m his pleafures,in this weighty buſineſs 
he had rely'd ſecure on Spencer's Wiſdome ; but now 
the hollow murmur of his danger thunder'd fo loud,that 
he enforc'd, awakes, and ſees nought but the face 'of a 
deſpairing Sorrow : cach day brings news of new re- 
volt, each hour a Larum, that threatned guilty Souls 
with Blood and Vengeance : His ſtartled Council frigh- 
ted, fainting, hopeleſs, fall to ſurvey the ſtrength of 
their purſuers ; but while they are a regiſtring their 
Forces, they are inform'd the Storm grows ſtrong 

and greater , and like a Ball of Snow increas'd by mo- 
tion. Their proper Weakneſs, and the Ill-affe&ion of 
thoſe which ſhould defend thele Soveraigns quarrel , 
makes ation doubtful, and the end as hopeleſs; ſo that 


no certain way remain to ſtop the current. Now is | 


the Errour tax'd, and Judgment blamed , that neither 


| 


barrd the Gates , nor ſtopt the Entry, ſince in the | 


Houle itſelf was no aſſurance. Now 1s the Cruelty | 


that judg'd the Barons dearly repented , which was 
come 
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come for vengeance. Now is the Tyranny of all that 
Grievance which had abus'd the King, and robb'd the 
Kingdom, condemn'd by his own Actors, as a motive 
in Fuſtice fit to be reform'd and puniſh'd. Laſtly, the 
purchaſe gain'd by ſuch corruption as fold Promotions, 
Places, Juſtice, Honour, yields no aſſiſtance, but doth 
prove a burden, which bruis'd the hearts and thoughts 
of them that bare it. Affliction , fitteſt Phylick , ſole 
Commandreſs for all diſeaſed Minds, polluted Bodies, 
when ihe doth ſharply touch the ſenſe of our tranſgrel(- 
ſions, begets a Sorrow, and a ſad Repentance ; __ 
us know our ſelves and our own weakneſs, which were 
meer ſtrangers to our own Conditions : This ſhe effects 
in all ; though full Repentance be a work proper to a 
true Contrition; which by amendment makes her 
Power more perfett. A Minde that's prepoſleſt , by 
Cuſtome hardned , with a reſolved Will that acts In- 
juſtice, obſerves the firſt part of her Precepts ; ſadly 
ſorry, yet 'tis not for his actions, but thoſe errours 
laid him open to fo curſt a tryal : The point of Satiſ- 
faction or Amendment it thinks too deep a ranſome, 
hard a ſentence , which eafſeth not, but addes to his 
misfortune. If here might end the end of mans Crea- 
tion, this had ſome colour for ſuch crafty Wildome 3; 
but where Eternity of Bliſs or Torment doth wait upon 
the Soul, that leaves the Body a prey to Death , and 
to a baſe Corruption, it is an att of madnels to betray 
it with humane Policy , without Religion. Actions of 
goodneſs muſt be truely ated; not ſacrificing part, but 
all the Offering, obſerving every point that 1s requir'd 
to make up a Repentance full and perfect. This Lef- 
ſon is too hard for thoſe great Babies that ſuck the 
| milk of Greatneſs, not Religion. The Fundamental 
part being fixt to get unjuſtly, believes a reſtitution 
more improper , which makes their cares and former 
labours fruitleſs, and in an inſtant blights an age of 


eleanings: Theſe be the Meditations of a Stateſman, 
grown | 
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grown plump and fat from other mens Oppreſlions ; 
they live in doubtful pleaſures , dye in terrour ; what 
follows after, they do feel for ever. 

Our Councellors, though they were deeply touchr 
with cauſe , had yet no leaſure but to deliberate their 
proper afery, which findes a poor proteQion, dull, and 
hopeleſs. Their Enemies rejoyce , their Friends enrn 
craven, and all forlake the pit before the battle. Ne- 
ceſſity , that treads upon their heels, admits no reſpite ; 
they muſt reſolve to fight, or flye , or ſuffer : This 
makes them chulſe that courſe which ſcem'd moſt hope: 
ful, to temporize, which might beger advantage ; the 
fury of this ſtorm in time would leſſen ; the giddy mo- 
tions of the Vulgar ſeldome laſted, which throng to all 
that tends to Innovation :. A Kings diſtreſs once true 
known , would win him ſuccour , fince thoſe which 
break his peace not ſeek his ruine. With theſe vain 
hopes he ſeeks to guard the City , and make the Tower 
ſtrong of all Provition ; knowing that he which hath 
but London (ure, chough all the reſt be loſt , may yet 
recover. 

But Edward will not hear to keep the City ; their 
multitude he fear'd would firſt betray him: He knew 
they were a crew of weaker Spirits, for fear would ſel] 
their fathers, or for profit ; they never ſift the Juſtice, 
or the quarrel , but ſtill adhere and ſtick to him that's 
ſtrongeſt : had he ſtill kept this Hold, and took the 
Tower , but with the ſtrength he had, and might have 
levied he then had bridled up the wavering City , 
and kept his Adverfaries at a bay too long and doubtful 
for their affairs, which were bur yet uncertain. The 
guard of this place he commends to Stapleton Biſhop of 
Exeter : This Charge did not properly {uit with his 4 
profeſſion , unleſs 'twere thought his tongue could 
charm Obedience : but he already had been falſe, be- 
tray'd his Miſtriſs, and with more reaſon might be now | 
ſuſpe&ted. It ſeems they had no choice, and ſtrong [ 


preſum- | 
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' if fo, the fat was worſe and more unworthy , to leave 
fo good a friend in ſuch a hazard. The King , with 
Arundel and both the Spencers , with ſmall attendance 
get them hence to Briſtow : His Army was much leſs in 
his own Kingdom , than thoſe the Queen had rais'd b 
forreign pity. This Town was ſtrong and able, well 
provided, and had a Haven , whence in occaſion they 
might venture further :- Bur yet the King might have 
the ſame ſuſpicion, which made him leave and quit the 
ſtrength of London. Arundel and Wincheſter do under- 
take the City, Edward and Briſtow would make good 
the Caſtle ; here was the refuge they reſolve to ſtick 
| to , which in the Citizens aſſurance ſeem'd defenſive. 
The Queen underſtanding the Royal Chamber was 
forſaken, and left to the cuſtody of the Biſhop her old 
| Servant, that had given her the flip in her Travels, 
| quickly apprehends the advantage; addrefling a fair, but 
mandatory Letter from her ſelf and her Son to Chickwell, 
then Lord Mayor, to charge him fo to reſerve and keep 
the City to their uſe, as he expeRed favour, or would an- 
{wer the contrary at his peril. Upon the receipt of this 
Letter , he aſſembles the Common-Council ; and by a 
cunning-couch'd Oration,the Recorder makes known the 
, Contents ; which is no ſooner underſtood,but the general 
; Cry, that obſerv'd the Tide turning, proclaim it reaſon 
| to embrace the Queens Party , who was fo ſtrongly pro- 
| vided to reform the Diſorders of the Kingdom. Sta- 
| pleton having gotten the knowledge of this paſlage, 
| ſends to the Mayor for the keys of the Gates, for the 
' Kings affurance, and his proper faicty ; who being in- 
.censd with the affront of this inconſiderate Biſhop, 
apprehends him, and delivers him to the fury of the 
| enraged multitude 3 who neither reſpecting the Gravity 
of his Years, or the Dignity of his Profeſſion , ſtrike 
off his Head, without either Arraignment, Tryal , or 
; Condemnation: This brain-{ick and heady aCt had too 
| I 1 far 
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far engag'd them to reconcile them ; they muſt now 
either adhere ſolely to the Queen, or to taſte a bitter 
Penance. The King had an ill Memory in point of 
deſert ; but the ations of fo unjuſt a Diſorder he kept 
regiſtred in braſs , until he gain'd the opportunity of 
Revenge ; then he never fail'd it. It was a mad part, 
on ſo poor an occaſion, to a ſo bloody a Tragedy , 
which took away all hope of Reconciliation, if the 
Wheel had turned : However the ſquares had went, 
they were upon terms good enough , ſo long as they 
contain'd themſelves in any temperate condition: But 
this was a way which incens'd the one part, and not 
aſfur'd the other. But the aGions of this ſame heady 
monſter Multitude never examine the Juſtice, or the 
dependance , but are led by Paſſion and Opinion ; 
which in fury leaves no Diſorder unafted, and no Vil- 
lany unattempted. But certainly this was a meer cun- 
ning practice of the Mayor, who being underhand 
made ſure to the adverſe Party , refolv'd to make it of 
a double uſe ; the one, to help on the opinion of his 
devotion to the Queen, in the puniſhment of him that 
betraid her ; the other, by this ation to make the 
Citizens deſperate of favour, and fo more reſolute ; 
who elſe, being mutable as Weather-cocks, might alter 
on the leaſt occafion. Let the confideration be what 
it will, the Fact was inhumane and barbarons, that 
ſpilt, without Deſert or Juſtice, the Blood of ſuch a 
Reverend Prelate ; who yer had ſo much happineſs, 
as to leave to his Honour in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
a remarkable Memorial of his Charity and eſs. 
But now to ſeek out the reward of this vertnous Ser- 
vice, four of the principal and moſt eminent Burghers 
are {elected ro make known their proceedings and de- 
votion ; who are graciouſly received, entertain'd, and 
highly thanked, for their Jawlefs bloody Fa& , which 
was ſtiled an excellent piece of Juſtice. Though the 
deed had been countenanced, in that it ran with the 


{way | 
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{way of the time, and the Queens humour ; yet cer- 
tainly no great cauſe of commendation appears ; which 
is fo more properly due to the Hangman, which per- 
formeth the grave Ceremonies of his Office by Warrant, 
and the actual part on none but ſuch as the Law hath 
made ready for his Fingers. 


Now 1s the Queen ſettling Iter remove for Briſtow, 


where the Prey remain'd her Haggard-tancy long'd for: 
She was unwilling to give them ſo much advantage, 
though ſhe believ'd it almoſt impoſſible , as to hazard 
the raiſing of an Army , or fo to enable their Provi- 
ſions and Defences, that it might adjourn the hope of 
making her Victory perfet. She ſaw ſhe had a great 
and Royal Army , well provided ; but how long ir 
would hold fo , the knew not ; the principal ſtrength 
and number conſiſting of the giddy Commons , who 
like Land-floods, riſe and fall in an inſtant : they had 
never yet ſeen the face of an Enemy, nor did rightly 
underſtand what it was to bear Arms againſt the King, 
whom they muſt here behold a party. Theſe confide- 
rations haſten her on with more expedition. All the 
way as ſhe went , ſhe 1s entertain'd with joyful Accla- 
mations : Her Army ſtill grows greater , like a be- 
ginning Cloud that doth fore-run a Shower. When 
ſhe was come before this goodly City , and faw his 
ſtrength, and the Maiden-Bravery of their oppoſition, 
which gave her by a hot Salley , led by the valiant 
Arnndel, a teſtimony of her Welcome, ſhe then thinks 
that in the Art of War there was ſomewhat more than 
meer Imagination ; and juſtly fear'd leſt the Royal Mi- 
ſery would beget a ſwift Compaſſion ; which was more 
to be doubted of him in his own Kingdom, ſince ſhe 
herſelf had found it in a forreign Country. But f{mi- 
ling Fortune , now become her Servant , ſcarce gives 
her time to think ſhe might be hinder'd. The Towns- 
men, that knew no Wars bur at their Muſters, ſeeing 
themſelves begirt , the Market hinder d , which was 

their 
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| their chiefeſt and beſt Revenuery begin among them- 
ſelves ro examine the buline(s; They ſaw no likelihood | 
of any to relieve them, and daily in danger of ſome ſad 
ſurprizal. They ſaw their Lives, Wives, Children and 
ſtate at ſtake for the defence ot thoſe that had oppreſs'd 
them , and wrong'd the Kingdome by their fon! Inju- ' 
tice : they mealur'd the event of an unruly Conqueſt , 
| where many look for Booty, all for Pillage. This did 
| ſo cramp their valiant hearts, that the Convullion ſecks 
' ATreaty | a preſent Treaty. The Queen leeing a Pulillanimity be- 
 dclired BY  yond her hopes, and a taint unlook'd for, makes the 
tine uſe, and hits them on the blind fide, and anſwers 
| | plainly, She will have no Imparleance, no diſcourlſing ; 
| if they defir'd their own Peace, and her affured Fa- 
| vour, they then muſt entertain and follow her Condi- 
tions : which if they but delay'd , the next day follow- 
Which be- | 1ng they ſhould abide their Chance , ſhe would her 
| ingreje&cd, | Fortune. This doom (as it ſounds harſhly) was deem'd 
| the Queen | too heavy 3 but no intreaty could prevail, ſhe would 
mano not alter. They yet deſire to know what ſhe re- 
ry Sum- | quird; and that ſhe grants, and thus unfoldeth: Your 
wh Lives and Goods (quoth ſhe) ſball reſt untouched , nor 
ſhall you taſte your ſelves the leaſt Affliction, ſo you de- 
liver up with ſpeed your Captains, and in the time prefixt | 
reſign the City. A choice fo ſhort, ſo ſharp, ſo per- 
emptory, being related in the ſtaggering City, breeds 
ſtraight a ſuppoſition, not without reaſon , ſhe had 
ſome certain pracisd Plot within them, or elſe ſome 
way aſlured for to force the City. They could have 
| been content ſhe had their Captains , fince it would fer 
| them free from fear and danger ; but to be Afﬀors in 
| ſo foul a Treaſon; or ſacrifice their Gueſts that came 
for ſuccour, this they conceit too falle and poor a baſe- 
neſs. No more Imparleance is allow d, or will be heard, 
no ſecond motion ; the breach in their faint hearts is ſo 
well known, that nothing is allow'd but preſent An- 
{wer : This ſinart proceeding melts their Jeaden Valour, 
which 


— 
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which at the firſt had made fo brave a flouriſh, and 
brings Arundel , Wincheſter , and the Town to her poſ- 
ſeſſion. | 

When mans own proper portion is in queſtion, and 
all he hath at ſtake, be it but doubttul, his eye doth 
more reflect on his own danger, than on the Laws of 
Juſtice, Friendſhip, Honour. Charity , 'tis true, be- 
gins at home; but ſhe's a Vertue hath no ſociety with 
Fraud or Falſhood ; neither 1s the breach of Faith, or 
touch of Treaſon, allow'd within the verge of her rich 
Precepts. I do confeſs, Neceſlity may drive him to 
ſuch a bitter choice , that one muſt periſh ; but this 
ſhould be, when things are ſo near hopeleſs, that there 
be more than words to give it juſtice. A wiſe and 
noble minde adviſeth ſoundly upon the aQ, betore it is 
engaged ; but being ſo, it rather ſleeps with Honour, 
than lives to be the map of his thus tainted Conſcience. 
The intereſt of Friends, of Gueſts, of poor oppreſled, 
(though diverſly they touch the Patrons credit) yet all 

ree 1n this one point of Vertue, Not to betray, where 
they have vow'd afliſtance. Had theſe faint Citizens not 


given aſſurance, had they not vow to keep their Faiths| . 


untainted, the other had not truſted nor incloſed them- 
{elves within ſo weak and falſe a Sateguard. But they were 
moſt to blame, that would fo venture their Lives with- 
in the power of ſuch a Berry, where they might know 
were none but ſuckling Rabbers , that would ſuſpe&t' 
each Mouſe to be a Ferret. Had they but had a guard, 
ſecur'd their perſons, they might have awed them, or 
themſelves have ſcaped. 

Part of the prey thus gotten , no time is loſt to call 
them to a reckoning. Sir Thomas Wage , Marſhal of 
the Army , draws up a ſhort Information of many 
large offences, which are ſolemnly read to the attentive 
Army, with a Comment of all the harſh aggravations 
might make them more odious. The confuled clamour | 
of the Multitude, ſerves for Judge, Jury, and Verdict ; 
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which brings them to a ſharp Sentence to be forthwith 
hang'd, and their Bodies ro remain upon the Gallows. 
Revenge brooks no delay , no leilure Malice. Old 
Spencer tcels inſtantly the rigour of this Judgment : 
The Green before the Caſtle is made the place of Exe- 
cution. Nature that gave him Life,had almoſt left him ; 
her Vigour was near ſpent, her Beauty wither'd ; he 
could not long have liv'd, it they had ſpar'd him. 
Ninety cold Winters he had-paſt in freedom, and findes 
untimely Death to end his Story : He parts without 
complaint or long diſcourſing ; he ſpeaks theſe few 
words only, free from paſſion : God gram the Queen may 


finde a milder Sentence, when in the other world ſhe makes 


her Andit. The King , and his unhappy Son, the fad 
SpeRators of this Heart-bleeding Tragedy fo full of 
horrour, are with his dying farewel fo amazed, that 
ſcarcely they had ſpeech, or breath, or motion ; ſo bit- 
ter a Preludium made them cenſure their own conditi- 
ons were as nearly fatal. The King, a Sovereign, Father, 
and a Husband , did hope theſe Titles would be yet 
ſufficient to guard his Life, if not preſerve his Great- 


. | neſs; but theſe prov'd all too weak: Where Crowns 


are gain'd by Blood and Treaſon, they are ſo ſecured. 
Spencer had not a grain of hope for mercy : the Barons 
Deaths, prejudg'd his coming fortine. The Queen 
uſed not to jeſt where ſhe was angry; his Fathers end 
aſſur'd her inclination, and bade him rather venture any 
hazard , than that which muſt rely on female pity. 


| With a world of Melancholy thouphts he caſts the 


danger, yet could not finde a way that might prevent 
it. The Caſtle in it ſelf was ftrong , but weakly fur- 
niſht. Time now he fees could promiſe no aſſiſtance ; 
their* Adverſaries were full bent to work their ruine, 
enher by publick Force, or private Famine; fo that in 
their abode was ſure deſtruction. The King in this de- 
clar'd himſelf a Noble Mafter; he priz'd his Servants 


| Life as his own Safety, which- won-them- both to try 
{ 


their utmoſt hazard. The | 
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The Queen impatient to ſurprize this | Fortreſs, doth | S — 
batter, undermine, and ſtill affail it ; but theſe were all | parrers the 
in vain, and proved fruitlels; the Rampiers were too | Caſile. 
ſtrong, too well detended : She threatens and intreats, 
but to ſinall purpoſe ; here were no Citizens that might 
betray it: Alas, there needed none, as it ſucceeded ; 
the proper Owners wrought their own contuſion ; they 
leave their ſtrength, and cloſely try their fortune , 
which made them board a Bark rode in the Harbour, | ., King 
in hope to get away undeſcryed : This was the Plot, or | and Spence 
none, muſt work their freedome. Bur all things thrive —— wes a 
alike with him that's falling. The Gale averſe, they "eps Hr 
loitly tide her onwards ; the Wind will not conſent to | by Weather. 
give them paſſage, but rudely hurls them back to their | _ 
firſt Harbour. Thrice had they paſt St. Vancents Rock, 
famous for Briſtow Diamonds ; but in that Reach are 
hurryed back with fury: The Elements of Earth, of 
Air, of Water, conſpir'd all at once to make them 
hopeleſs. | 

Sir Henry Beaumonde quartered next the Haven, bein 
inform'd that this gadding Pinnace had often — 
paſſage without reaſon , the wind contrarious, and the 
weather doubttul , ſuſpeds that her deſigne was great 
and haſty ; on this he ſeiz'd her, and ſurveys her lading, | *** 
which prov'd a prize beyond his expeQarion : within 
her hollow bulk, a Cell of darkneſs, he findes this pair 
obſcur'd, not undiſcover' d. The King hath gracious 
words, md all due reverence ; but Spencer is contem- 
ned, and uſed with rigour. This ends the War, and 

ave the work perfection. Fortune, that triumphs in 
the Fall of Princes, like a Stepmother, reſts not where 
ſhe frowneth, rill ſhe have wholly ruin'd and o'rethrown 
their Power , that do precede or elſe oppoſe her Dar- 
lings. 

The Queen having thus attained to the tull of her 
defire, reſolves to uſe it to the beſt advantage: Ambi- 


tion ſeis'd her ſtrongly, _ reſigneth to her incenſed | 
Paſſi on | 
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Paſſion the precedence ; her own good nature (though 
ſhe might adventure) ſhe would not truſt fo far, to fee 
her Husband ; nor did ſhe think ir fit thoſe valiant 
ſtrangers begun the work, ſhould view or fee the 
Captive ; ſuch ſights ſomerimes beger as ſtrange impref- 
ſions ; inſtantly he is convey'd to Berk/ay-Caſtle, there to 
remain reſtrain'd, but well attended. Spencer is hardly 
kept, bur often viſited ; 'rwas not with pity, which be- 
fits a Priſoner, but with inſulting joy, and baſe derifion. 
Their eyes with fight, and tongues with rayling glut- 
ted, the at muſt follow that may ſtop the rancour, 


- 


receives the ſelt-ſlame entertainment his aged Father 
found ; alone the difference, he had a longer time, and 
ſharper Sentence. All things thus order'd, the Queen 
removes for London, meaning to make Hereford her 
way, and the laſt Journey of her condemned Priſoner, 
that attends her each place ſhe paſſeth by. A world of 
people do ſtrain their wider throats to bid her welcome, 
with yelping cries that ecchoed with confuſion. While 
She thus paſſeth on with a kinde of inſulting Ty- 
ranny , far ſhort of the belief of her former Vertue 
and Goodneſs, ſhe makes this poor unhappy man at- 
tend her Progreſs, not as the antient Romans did their 


Triumph ; but merely for Revenge, Deſpite, and pri- 
vate Rancour ; mounted upon a poor, lean, ugly Jade, 
as baſely furniſht ; cloath'd in a painted Taberd, which 
was then a Garment worn by condemned Thieves alone ; 
and tatter'd raſcally , he is led through each Town be- 
hinde the Carriage, with Reeds and Pipes that ſound 
the ſummons to call the wondering Crue together might 
abuſe him; all the bitter'ſt aGions of diſgrace were 
thrown upon him. Certainly this man was infinitely 
vicious , and deſervd as much as could be laid upon 
him, for thoſe many great and inſolent Oppreſlions, 
acted with Injuſtice , Cruely , and Blood; yet it had 


been | 
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been much more to the Queens Honour,it ſhe had given 
him a quicker Death , and a more honourable Tryal, 
free from theſe opprobrious and barbarous Diſgraces, 
which ſavour'd more vi a ſavage, tyrannical diſpoſition, 
than a judgment fit to command, or {way the Sword 
of Juſtice. 

Though not by Birth, yet by Creation he was a Peer 
of the Kingdom, and by the Dignity of his place one 
of the moſt eminent ; which might (if not to him in his 
particular, yet in the Rights due to Nobility and Great- 
neſs) have found ſome more honourable a diſtinQion, 
than to be made more infamous and contemptible than 
the baſeſt Rogue , or moſt notorious Cutpurſe: Ir is 
afſuredly (give it what title you will) an argument of a 
Villanous Diſpoſition , and a Deviliſh Nature, to ty- 
rannize and abuſe thoſe wretched ruines which are un- 
der the Mercy of the Law , whole Severity is bitter 
enough without aggravation. A Noble Minde doth 
out of native Goodneſs ſhew a kinde of Sweetnels in 
the diſpoſition, which, if not the Man, doth pity his 
Misfortune ; but never. doth increaſe his forrow b 
baſer uſage than becomes his Juſtice. In Chriſtian Pie- 


all humane Agions, the heart ſhould be as free from all 
that's cruel, as being too remiſs in point of Juſtice. 
The Life of Man 1s all that can be taken ; 'tis that muſt 
expiate his worſt Offences ; the Law muſt guide the 
way ; Juſtice , not Fury, muſt be his Judge ; fo far 
there is no Errour. But when a flux of Torment fol- 
lows Judgment, which may be done in Speech as well 
as Aftion , it gives too many Deaths to one Offender , 
and ſtains the Actors with a foul diſhonour. To ſee 
ſuch a Monſter ſo monſtrouſly uſed, no queſtion plea- 
ſed the giddy Multitude , who ſcarcely know the civil 

rounds of Reaſon: the recolle&ed Judgment that be- 
held it, cenſur'd it was at beſt too great and deep a 
blemiſh to ſuit a Queen, a Woman, and a Vitor. 
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greater , or became firſt weary , he now is brought to 
give them both an ending, upon a Gallows highly built 
of purpoſe ; he now receives the end of all his Tor- 
ments ; the Cruelty was ſuch , unfit to be recorded. 
Whether it were the greatneſs of his heart, or it were 
broken , he leaves the world with ſuch a conſtant par- 
ting, as ſeem'd as free from fear, as fruitleſs plaining. 
Four days are ſcarcely ended, ere Arnndel doth taſte 
the ſclf-ſame fortune. Until the laſt Combuſtion, I 
finde no mention 1n the Story of this Noble Gentleman, 
neither could I ever read any juſt cauſe why his Life 
was thus taken from him, unleſs it were a Capital Of- 
fence not to forſake his Maſter : It was then a ver 
nard caſe, if it muſt be adjudged Treaſon to labour to 
defend his King and Soveraign , to whom he had {worn 
Faith and Obedience, ſuffering for preſerving that Truth 
and Oath, which they had all treacherouſly broken, 
that were his Judges. If it were deemed a fault dee 
enough to be taken in company with thoſe that were 
corrupt and wicked, I ſee yet no reaſon why he alone 
ſhould ſuffer, and thoſe their other Creatures were per- 
mitted many of them unqueſtion'd, ſome preferr'd, and 
none executed. But we may not properly expect Rea- 
ſon in Womens ations : It was enough the incenſed 


Queen would have it fo, againſt which was no diſpu- 
. 


Her buſineſs thus diſpatcht , ſhe comes to London, 
where the hath all the Royal Entertainment due to her 
Greatnels. The Citizens do run and crowd to ſee her, 
that 1f the Wheel ſhould turn, would be as forward to 
make the felt-ſame ſpeed to fee her ruine. Afſſoon as 
here ſhe had ſettled her affairs, and made things ready, 
ſhe calls a Parliament, and fends forth Summons for 
the appearance , which as ſoon enſued; herein ſhe 
makes her Husband ſeal the Warrant, who God knows 
ſcarcely knew what ſhe was doing, but lived a Recluſe, 


well | 
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well and ſurely guarded. When this grave Aſſembly 
was come together, the Errours and the Abufſes of the 
Kingdom are laid full open ; which rouch'd ,the King 
with a more 1nfolent Jiberty than might welkhecome 
the tongues of thoſe which muſt yet be his Subjects. 
Many ways of Reformation for forms ſake are diſcuſſed, 
but the intended courſe was fully before reſolved; yet 
it was fit there ſhould be a handſome Introduction. The 
1ue at length falls upon the point of Neceſlity,ſhewing, 
that Edward, by the imbecillity of his judgment, and 
| the corruption of his nature , was unfit longer to con- 
' tinue the Government, which was ſo diſeaſed and ſick, 
| chat it required a King more careful and active: as if 
the conferring it upon a green Youth, little more than 
an Infant, had been Warranty enough for theſe Alle- 
gations; but they ſerv'd turn well enough , where all 
were agreed ; and there was not ſo much as a juſt fear 
of oppoſition : It ne're was toucht or expreſt by what 
Law, Divine or Humane, the Subje& might Depole, | 
| not an Eleftive King, but one that Lineally and Juſtly 
| had inherited, and ſo long enjoy 'd it : this was too 
| deep a Myſtery, and altogether improper for their re- 
| folution. A ſhort time at length brings them all to 
one Minde, which in a true conſtruction was no more 
than a mere Politick Treaſon , Not more dangerous in 
the A than in the Example. The three Eſtates una 


voce conclude the Father muſt be Depoſed, and his un- ny bw th 
ripe Son muſt be Inveſted in the Royal Dignity. Not poſe the 
ng. 


a Lord, Biſhop, Knight, Judge, or Burgels,. but that 
day left his Memory behinde him ; they could not elle 
ſo generally have forgot the Oaths of their Allegiance, 
ſo ſolemnly ſworn to their old Maſter, whom they had 
juſt cauſe to reſtrain from his Errours, but no ground 
or colour to deprive him of his Kingdom ; who that 
day found neither Kinſman, Friend, Servant, or Sub- 
je& to defend his Intereſt. Ir is probable he could not 


be ſo generally forſaken, and not unlikely but that he | 
had 
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had ſome in this Attembly well-afte&ed , which ſeeing 
the violence and ſtrength of the Current , knew their 
conteſtation might endanger themſelves, and not ad- 
vantage him in his poſſeſſion. But this juſtifies them 
not , neither in their Oaths , Love , or Duty , which 
ſhould have been ſincere and eminent: He that 
had here really expreſs'd himſelt, had left ro Poſterity 
an honourable Memorial of his Faith, Worth, -and 
Valour. Never will the remembrance of that ſtout 
and reverend Biſhop-dye, who in the Cale of Richard 
the Second expreſt himſelt ſo honeſtly and bravely. 
Civil reſpeQs, though they deeply rouch in particular, 
warrant not the breach of  publick engagements ; nei- 
ther is it properly Wiſdome, bur Craft, infringeth the 
Laws of Duty or Honeſty : It that may be admitted, 
what Perjury may not finde an excuſe , what Rebel- 
lion not a juſtifiable anſwer ? Burt it is clear, there may 
not be a wiltul violation of Oaths, though it tend 
deeply to our own loſs and prejudice. 

The Reſolution being now fully concluded, that muſt 
uncrown this unhappy King, divers of both Houſes are 
ſent unto him to make the Declaration ; who being 
come into his preſence, Truſſel the Speaker of the lower 
Houſe, in the Name of the whole Kingdom , makes a 
Reſignation of all Homage and Fealty , and then doth 
read the Sentence. Edward, that had been aforehand 
informed, the better to prepare him, had arm'd him- | 
ſelf with as much Patience, as his Neceſlity could give 
him; with an attentive ear hears all full out; which 
done , he turns away without anſwering a word. He | 
knew it was in vain to ſpend time in Diſcourſe or 
Conteſtation, which muſt be the ready way to endan- 
ger his Lite; and in his conſenting with a dangerous 
example to his Succefſours , he had both their Power 
and his own Guilt made evident to Poſterity ; which | 
might have made the practice more frequent and fami- | 


liar. He had ſtill a kinde of Hope that his Adverſaries | 


would ' 
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would run themſelves our of breath, when there would | 
be both room and time to alter his condition. Thus 
this unfortunate King , after he had with a perpetual a- 
gitation governed this Kingdome eighteen years, odde 
months and days, loſt it partly by his own Diſorder and 
Improvidence , but principally by the treacherous Infi- 
delity of his Wite, Servants, and Subjeas. And it is 
moſt memorable, an Army of three hundred Strangers 
entred his Dominion, and took from him the Rule and 
Governance, without ſo much as blow given, or the 
loſs of any one man, more than ſuch as periſhed by the 
hand of Juſtice. | 
—_ in a ſinking Greatneſs all things conſpire to 
work a fatal ruine, yet in our Story this is the firſt pre- 
ſident of this nature , or where a King fell with 6 
little Honour, and fo great an Infidelity, that found | 
neither Sword or Tongue to plead his quarrel. But | 
what could. be expeted , when for his own private 
Vanities and Paſſion, he had been a continual lover and 
abetter of unjuſt ations, and had conſented to the Op- 
preſſion of the whole Kingdom, and the untimely Death 
of ſo many Noble Subje&s? It is certainly no leſs ho- 
nourable than juſt , that the Majeſty of a King have 
that ſame full and free uſe of his AﬀeGtions , without 
Envy or Hatred , which every private man bath in his 
a&conomick Government: Yet as his Calling is the 
reateſt, ſuch muſt his Care be, to ſquare them out by 
thoſe ſame {acred Rules of Equity and Juſtice ; if they 
once tranſcend , or exceed , falling upon an extremity 
of Dotage or Indulgence, it then occaſions thoſe Er- 
rours that are the certain PrediCftions of an enſuing | 
Trouble, which many times proves fatal and dangerous. 
Let the Favourite taſte the King's Bounty , not devonr 
it ; let him enjoy his ear, but not ingrols it ; let him 
participate his love, but not enchant it. In the eye of 
the Commonwealth if he muſt be a Moat, ler him 
not be a Monſter. And laſtly, if he muſt practiſe on 
M m the | | 
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the Subje&t, let it be with moderation, and not with 
rapine. If in cither of theſe there be an exceſs, which 
makes the King a Monarchy to his Will, and the King- 
dom a prey to his Paſſion, and the world take notice 
it be done by the Royal Indulgence, it begets not more 
hatred than multiplicity of errour , which draw with 
them dangerous Convullions, it not a deſperate ruine to 
that State where it hath his allowance and practice. 
As there 'ought to be a limitation in the Aﬀettion of the 
one, ſo ought there to be a like Curioſity in the qua- 
liry of the other: Perſons of fneaner condition and 
birth exalted above proportion, as it raxeth the Kings 


| Judgment, mpaireth both his Safety and Honour. 


Neither ts it proper, that the principal Strengths and 
Dignitics ſhould be committed to the care and fidel: 

of one man onely ; ſuch unworthy and unequal diſtri- 
bution wins a diſcontent from the more capable in abi- 
lity and blood, and carries with it a kinde of neceſfary 
impulſion ſtill to continue his greatneſs ; elſe having the 


| keys of. the Kingdom an his hand, he may at all times 


open the gates to a domeſtick Danger,or a forreign Miſ- | 
chief. The number of Servants is the Maſters honour ; 
their truth and faculties his glory and ſafety ; which 


being ſeverally employ'd and countenanced, make it at 
one and the felt-ſame time perſpicuous in many ; and 


being indifferently heard, do, both in advice and aQi- 
on, give a more ſecure, diſcreet, and ſafe form of pro- 
ceeding. Kings in their deliberations ſhould be ſerved 
with a Council of State, and a Council of particular 
Intereſt and Honour ; the one to ſurvey the Policy, the 
other the Goodneſs of all matters in queſtion ; both 
compoſed out of Integrity, nor Corruption : theſe 
delivering truely their Opinions and Judgments, it is 
more eafte for him to reconcile and ele&: But when 
one man alone ſupplies both theſe places in private and | 
publick, all the reſt follow the voice of the Drone, 
though it be againſt their own Conſcience and Judg- 


ment. | 


— 
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ment. The Royal Glory ſhould be pure, and yet 
tranſparent, ſuffering not the leaſt eclipſe or ſhadow ; 
which appears viſibly defective , when it is wholly led 
by a ſingle advice never fo grave and weighty : let the 
projection , if it be entertained, have the teſte of a 
Council ; bur let the act and glory be ſolely the Kings, 
which addes to the belict of his ability, and more aſſures 
his greatneſs. If the heart of Majeſty be given over 
to the ſenſuality of Pleaſure, or betray'd by his proper 
Weakneſs, or the cunning of him he truſteth; yet let 
him not negle& the neceflary affairs of a Kingdom, or 
paſs them over by Bills of Exchange to the provi- 
dence of another: In ſuch an aC& he loſeth the Prero- 
gative of an abſolute King , and is but ſo at ſecond- 
band and by direQion. It is the Practique, not the 
Theorique of State, that wins and aſſures the Sub- 
jeQ : It the ability of that be confined or doubtful, it 
eſtrangeth the will of Obedience, and gives a belief 
of liberty to the actions of Diſorder and Injuſtice. 
Such an Errour is not more prejudicial in the Imbecil- 
lity, than in the Example. Royal Vanities finde a 
ready imitation , ſo that it becomes a hazard that a 
careleſs King makes a diſſolute Kingdom. Mans nature 
is propenſive to the worſer part 3 which it embraceth 
with more facility and willingneſs, when it wins the 
advantage of the time, and 1s led by ſo eminent a 
preſident. From this conſideration, natural Weaknels, 
or temporary ImperfeCtion , ſhould be always masked, 
and never appear in publick, ſince the Court, State, 
and Kingdom, practiſe generally by his Example. As 
in Aﬀection , fo in Paſſion, there are many things e- 
qually conſiderable. I muſt confeſs, and do believe, 
that King worthy of- an Angelical Title , that could 
maſter theſe rebellious Monſters, which rob him of his 
Peace and Happineſs : But this in a true perfeGtion , 1s 
to Fleſh and Blood moſt impoſlible ; yet both in Divi- 
nity and Moral Wiſdome , t is the moſt excellent Ma- 
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| horrid and fearful, than thoſe which by an incontiderare 


—— 


ſter-piece of this our peregrination, lo to diſpoſe them, 
that they wait upon the Operations of the Soul rather as 
obedient Servants , than Joole and uncontrouled Vaga- 
bonds. Where the Royal Paſſions are rebellious and ma- 
ſterleſs, having ſo unlimited a Power, his Will becomes 
the Law ; his hand the executioner of aCtions unjuſt and 
diſorderly, which end ſometimes in Blood, commonly in 
Oppreſlion, and evermore in a confuſed perturbation of 
the Kingdome. The Warranty of the Law wrought 
to his temper, not that it is ſo, but that he muſt have it 
ſo, juſtifies him not, though he make a Legal Pro- 
ceeding the juſtification of his Tyranny 3 ſince the In-, 
nocency of the Subje& {eldome findes protection, where 
the fury of a King reſolves his ruine. The rigour of 
humane Conſtitutions are to the Delinquent weighty 
enough ; let them not be wreſted or inverted ; which 
makes the King equally guilty, and the actor of his 
own Paſſions, rather than thoſe of Juſtice or Integrity. 
He ſhould on earth order his proceedings in imitation 
after the Divine Nature , which evermore inclines more 
to Mercy than Juſtice. Lives cannot, being taken away, 
be redeemed ; there ought then to be a tender conſi- 
deration how they be taken, leſt the Injuſtice of the 
at,. challenge a Vengeance of the ſame nature. As 
the quality of the'a&, ſo is the condition of the agent 
conſiderable in point of Judicature ; wherein there may 
be ſometimes thoſe dependencies, that it may be more 
honourable and advantageous to pardon, or delay exe- 
cution ; than to advance and haſten it: howlſoever, it 
is the more excellent and innocent way, to fall ſhort of 
the better hand, and to ſuffer the Severity of the Law 
rather ſeem defeftive, than an apparent taint in the 
ſuffering diſpoſition and goodneſs. The ations of Re- 
pentance are regiſtred in the table of our Tranſpreſ- 
ſions, where none to the guilty Conſcience appears more 


haſte or corruprion of the Will have been acted in 
Blood 
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Blood and Paſſion. So great a neight as the Majeſty 
of a King , ſhould be cloathed with as ſweet a temper, 
neither too precipitate, or too flow ; neither too vio- 
lent, or too remiſs ; but like the beating of a healthy 
Pulſe, with a ſteady and well-adviſed motion, which 
preſerves a juſt Obedience and Fear in thoſe which are 
vicious, and begets a Love and Admiration in all, 
eſpecially ſuch as ſo graciouſly taſte his Goodnels. 

I have dwelt too long in this digreſſion ; yet I muſt 
(though it a little delay the concluding part of this 
Hiſtory ) ſpeak ſomewhat that is no leſs proper for him 
that ſhall have the happineſs to enjoy ſo fair and large 
a room 1n the Royal affections. There muſt be in him 
a correſpondent worth, as well of Wiſdome and Obe- 
dience, as of Sincerity and Truth ; which makes no 
other uſe of this ſo great a bleſling , but to his Sove-| 
raigns Honour, and his own credit; and not to advan- 
tage himſelf by the oppreſſion of others, or improving 
the particular by the ruine of a Kingdome. It the Ma- 
ſters aCtions be never ſo pure and innocent , yet if out 
of affection he become the Patron of the Servants miſde- | 
meanours and inſolencies, by protecting or not pu- 
niſhing, he makes himſelf guilty, and ſhares both in 
the grievance and hatred of the poor diſtreſſed SubjeR. 
The general cry ſccing the ſtream polluted, aſcribe it 
to the Fountain-head, where 1s the Spring that may re- 
form and cleanſe it. By this one particular errour of 
ProteGtion , he that will read the Hiſtory of our own, 
or thoſe of Forreign Nations , ſhall inde a number of 
memorable Examples, which have produced Depoſition 
of Kings, Ruine of Kingdoms, the Eftuſion of Chriſti- 
an Blood, and the general Diſtemper of that part of 
'the world, all grounded on this occaſion. Let him 


then that out of his Maſters Love, more than his own |} 


| Deſert, hath made himſelf a fortune , be preciſely care- | 


ful, that by his diſorder he endanger not the ſtair and | 


prop of his Preferment 3 which he ſhall make firm and | 
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permanent, in making Humility and Goodneſs the Ada- 


mant to draw the love both of his equals and inferiours : 
Such a winning Sweetnels aſſures their hearts, which 
in the leaſt contempt or infolence are apt and ready to 
receive the impreflions of Envy and Hatred ; which it 
they once rake root, end not in Speculation, but ACti- 
ons either publickly violent, or privately malicious ; 
both tending to his ruine and confuſion. If he ſtray 
from this Principle, ſtriving to make an imperious 
height beget fear , and the opinion of that fear the 
rock whereon he builds his Greatneſs; let him then 
know , that the firſt is the Companion of Truſt and 
Safety , the other a Slave , that will break looſe with ! 
opportunity and advantage. Neither hath it any touch 
of Diſcretion, or Seciety with Wiſdome, or Moral 
Policy , to glorifie his new-acquired Greatneſs with un- 
neceſlary amplifications, either in multiplicity of At- 
tendants, vanity of Apparel, ſuperfluity of Diet, ſum- 
ptuouſneſs of Strufures , or any other ridiculous emi- 
nency , that may demonſtrate his Pride or Ambition : 
Wiſe men deride it, Fools applaud it, his Equals envy 
it, and his Inferiours hate it. All jumping at length 
in one concluſion , that his Fortune 1s above his Merit, 
and his Pride much greater than his Worth and Judg- 
ment. But this preſuming Impudence ends not here : 
Kings themſelves may ſuffer for a time , but in the cnd 
they will rather change their AﬀeCtions , than to be 
dazled and outſhin'd in their own Sphere and Element. 
Now is this young King Crowned with a great deal 
of Triumphant Honour, but with a more expeQation of 
what would become of this giddy world, which ſeem'd 
to run upon wheels, by reaſon of ſo ſudden and fo 
great a revolution. The Queen and Mortimer in this 
his Minority take upon them the whole Sway and. Go- 
vernment of the Kingdome. The A& wherein they 
expre(s'd themſelves and their new Authority firſt, was 
the Commitment of Baldock,, the quondam Lord Chan- 


cellor, | 


—— 
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cellor, who hath the Great Seal taken from him, and | They rar 
was ſent to Newgate. It may be wonder'd why he was ES 


ſo long ſpared; they had ule of his Place, though not 
of his Perſon ; and had no Power, if they had thruſt 
him out, to have brought in another, or -to have exe- 
cuted it by Commiſſion , unleſs they would admit it as 
an aCt of the old King, until the new were Crowned. 
This Cage was fit for ſuch a Coyſterel ; but yet his 
place being ſo eminent , it was believed ſomewhat un- 
worthy ; yet ſucceeding time made it not much out of 
ſquare, when Trifilian Lord Chief Juſtice was hang'd, Treſilian 
for interpreting the Law againſt Law and his own Con- | Lord Chict- 
ſcience, for the Kings advantage. Now the recolle&ed _ han- 
ſpirits begin to parallel time preſent with that precedent, oy” 
and to meditate upon that act which had diſrobed and 
pur down an anointed King, that had ſo long ſway'd 
the Scepter, to whom they had ſo ſolemnly {worn Faith 
and Obedience : They finde the State little, altered, 
onely things are thought more handſomly carried, and 
the Aﬀtors were ſomewhat more warrantable; yet the 
Multitude, according to the vanity of their changeable 
hearts, begin already to be crop-fick, wiſhing for their 
old Maſter, and ready to attempt any new Innovation : 
ſuch is the mutability of the inconſtant Vulgar, deſirous | 
of new things, but never .contented ; defpiling the time 
being, extolling that of their Forefathers, and ready to 
at any miſchief to try by alteration the ſuccedent ; _ 
Aſops Frogs, it they might have their own fancy, each 
Week ſhould give them a new King, though it were 
to their own deſtruction. This occaſions many unplea- 
ſing Petitions and Suits tender d to the new King and 
his Protetors, for the releaſement of Edward's Impri- 
i ſonment , or at leaſt for more freedom, or a more 
noble uſage. But theſe touch too near the quick, to 
beget a ſudden anſwer. As things ſtood , they neither 
grant nor deny, either of them carrying with it ſo 
dangerous a hazard : If he were free , they muſt ſhake | 
| hands | 
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hands ' with their greatnels; and a flat denial would 
have endanger'd a ſudden tumult. They give good 
words, and promiſe more than ever they meant to per- 
form, yielding many reaſons why they could nor yer 

= a definitive refolution ; this for the preſent ſati(- 
es. 

The black Monks are mote importonate , and take 
not this delay for an anſwer ; but being ſtill adjourn'd 
over with protraCtion , they labour to bring that about 
by Conſpiracy , which they could not do by Intreaty : 
in their publick Exhortations they inveigh againſt the 
ſeverity of the King's uſage , and invite their Auditory 
to ſet. to a helping hand to the procurement of his 
Freedom ; they extenuate his Faults, and transfer them 
to them that had the guidance of his affairs, and not to 
his own natural Diſpoſition ; they tax the impropriety 
of the time, when the Kingdom was under the Govern- 
ment of a Child and a Woman ; and ſpare no point 
that might advance compaſſion for the one, or procure 
a diflike of the other. Neither are they content with 
a verbal incitation; but fall ro matter of fa&;, that o- 


thers might move by their example : They make one 
of their number, named Donbead, their Captain ; a 
good, ſtout, bold, and factious Fellow ; one that was 
daring enough, but knew better what belong'd to 
Church-Ornaments , than the handſome carriage of a 
Conſpiracy , that was to be managed by Armes, and 
not by the liberty of the Tongue ; whoſe liberality 
claps him by the heels, where he not long after dyes 
before he had ſo much as muſter'd his Covent. 

This gathering Cloud thus diſpers'd without a | 
ſhower, the Queen and Mortimer, to take off the peo- 
ple from harping farther upon this ſtring, ſend forth | 
divers plauſible Proclamations, intimating a ſtrict charge 
for the reformation of divers petty Grievances ; and 
withal are divulged ſundry probabilities of Forreign 


dangers from France and Scotland : which were pre- 
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ſently underſtood to be but mere fitions, in reſpe art | 
the ſame inſtant ſhe frees herſelf of her forreign Aid, 
which in ſuch an occaſion might have as well ſerved to 
defend the Kingdome , as to invade it. They made, 


it is true, an earneſt ſuit to be gone, having well | 


feather'd their neſts ; but if the fear had been ſuch as 
was bruited , I think the Queen both might and would 
have retain'd them. It may be their addiction to Arms 
was weary of fo long a Vacation, or they were deſi- 
rous to ſhew themſelves at home with honour, whence 
they had parted with ſo poor an expectation ; and per- 
adventure ſhe was unwilling they ſhouid be witneſs of 
that unnatural Tragedy , which ſhe ſaw then broyling 
in Mortimer's breaſt , though not reſolved on; which 
muſt have wounded her reputation in that Climate, 
where ſhe had won fo great a beliet of her Wiſdome, 
Vertue , and Goodneſs. Liberally and nobly ſhe re. 
quites every man, according to his Merit and Condi- 
tion ; but to Sir John of Heynault, whoſe Heroick Spirit 
gave the firſt life to this action; and to the Oracle of 
her recovery, and all thoſe of the better ſort, ſhe pre- 
ſents many rich Jewels , and Annuities of yearly Re- 
venue , according to the quality of the time in being. 
They hold themſelves Royally requited ; and taking a 
ſolemn leave, are honourably accompanied to Dower, 
where they take their Farwel of the Kingdom, with a 
much merrier eye than when they firſt beheld it. 
Whoſo ſhall wiſely conſider the deſperate attempt of 
this little handful of Adventurers, and their fortunate 
iſſue, may juſtly eſteem it one of the moſt memorable 
Paſſages of our time, fince it was merely guided by pity 
and compaſſion ; without pay , without proviſion, to 
attempt an aC& not more dangerous than hopeleſs; yet 
they gave it perfetion, without ſo much as the loſs of 
any one man; and returned home glorious in honour, 
rich in purchaſe; not gained by pillage, robbery, or un- 


juſt rapine (the hope and revenue of a War ; ) but by 
O o thel ; 
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the juſt reward due to their Valour and Vertue. The 
cauſe of fo fair a progreſſion , and fo ſuccelsful an end, 
may have divers probabilities likely enough to ground 
our judgment ; As the ſincerity of the Intention, the 
be alledged : but the moſt etlential may be drawn from 
this ; they were (though but a {mall one) yet an entire 
body, compoſed of ſuch as knew what appertain'd to 
Arms and Breeding; Men that were vertuouſly in- 
clin'd, and aw'd with the true ſenſe of Religion (in the 
Wars of late years become a mere ſtranger) where no 
Vidory is eſteem'd diſhonourable, no Purchaſe unlaw- 
ful. Certainly our Wars and our Plantations nearly 
reſemble, being both uſed as a Broom to {weep the 
Kingdome, rather than an enterprize to adorn it ; which 
makes the event ſo unfortunate in War ; which alone 
falls properly within the compaſs of this Treatie, it 
being the greateſt and moſt weighty work , that either 
gives, fonour or ſafety to a Kingdom : They ſhould be 
begun with Juſtice, and managed as well with Wif- 
dome as Valour ; their beginning ſhoul>t be with .a 
choice care, which makes the ending fortunate. The 
number of bodies 1s not the Strength, their fury not the 
Bulwork ; it is the Piety and true Valour of an Army, 
which gives them Heart and Victory ; which how it can 
be expected out of Ruffians and Goal-birds , that are 
the ſcum of the Commonwealth, I leave to your con- 
ſideration. I commend his Curiofity, that would 
not buy a piece of Plate ſtoln from Orphans, though 
he might have had it at an under-value, lawfully e- 
nough ; bur more his reaſon, which would not commix 
it with his own, for fear left it might occaſion a pu- 
niſhment upon his which were innocent, and nor toucht 
with a Guilt that might in Juſtice challenge Vengeance. 
But in the Military Practice it 1s believed, ſo a man 
have ſhape and Imbs, 'tis no matter though he have 
murder'd his own Father, or committed Inceſt with his 


Mother ; 


goodne(s of the Work, and many other, which may | 


—_— 


EDWARD the Second. 


> O— — - 


Mother ; it 1s his metal , not his conditions, gives him 
admittance : Hence {pring Treachery, that forſakes his 
Colours; Treaſon, that betrays the Captain ; and at the 


beſt , thole actions of Bloud and Murder, that cry ra- | 


ther for Vengeance, than promiſe Victory. A General, 
it is true, that hath his Army made to his hand, cannot 
diſtinguiſh their conditions ; the firſt att is the errour of 
thoſe entruſted ; yet if he in the knowledge continue, 
and not puniſh the praftice of ſo barbarous aGtions, 
though it be againſt an enemy, it muſt wound his Ho- 
nour , and endanger his Safety , liable to the accompr 
of thoſe tranſgreſſions, which are ated by thoſe that 
are under his charge without a juſt puniſhment. It is 
an Obſervation remarkable , that a Preſs coming into 
the Country , there is a great deal of ſhift made in eve- 
ry Town and Village to lay hold, of all the moſt noto- 
rious debauch'd Raſcals, to fill up the number ; theſe 
clear the Coaſt, and are believed fit Champions to fight 
for their Sovereigns Honour, and the Kingdoms Safety ; 
and the rather, becaufe in want of Pay (the ruine of an 
Army) they are beſt able to live by their Trade. But 
what follows? They are either led to the Slaughter, or 
by the Divine Juſtice prove theruine of the Enterpriſe ; 
or returning, practiſe private Villanies with more con- 
fidence ; or publick Mutinies,under pretence of want of 
Wages. | 

But I will leave them to a reformation , and proceed 
to the Tragedy of this unfortunate King, who is now 
taken from the Earl of Lancaſter, and delivered over b 
Indenture to Sir Morrice Berkſey and Sir JObn Matrawas. 
They lead him back to the.Cage of his firſt Impriſon- 
ment 3 carrying him cloſely, and with a reſerved Se- 
crecy, leſt his Friends in the knowledge of his Remove 
might attempt his Freedome. And to make his Diſco- 
very more difficult, they disfigure him , by cuttin 
off his Hair, and ſhaving of his Beard. Edward, that 
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ved, is bitterly grieved with this Indignity ; and one 
day among the reſt, when they came to ſhave him, 
which was attempted without fire , and.a cold liquor, 
his eyes pour forth a ſtream of Tears in ſenſe of his 


His Com- | he thus diſcoursd his Sorrow. Is mine offence (quoth 


Misfortune , which to the inquiſitive Actors gives this 
anſwer, He would hawe ſome warm water, in ſpight of all 
their malice. Another time , in the preſence of two or 
three of thoſe that were as well ſet to be Spies over 
him , as to guard him, in a deep Melancholy Paſſion 


he) ſo great and grievous , that it deſerves nor pity nor 
aſſiſtance ® Is Chriſtian Charity , all Goodneſs loſt ; and 
nothing left in Subje&t , Child , or Servant, that taſtes 0 

Duty ? Is Wedlock:-love forgotten ſo fully , all at once 
orſake me ? Admit my errours fit for reformation ; I will 
not juſtifie my ſelf, or cenſure others : Is't not enough that 
it bath taken from me my Crown , the Glory of my former 
being, but it mnft leave me void of native comfort ? I yet 
remain 4 Father, and a Husband ; a Soveraign and a Ma- 
fter loft, cannot deprive me of that which 3s mine own, till 
Death diſſolve me : Where then is filial Love ® Where 
that Afﬀection that waits upon the Laws of God and Na- 
ture & My wretched Cares have not ſo much transform'd 
me, that I am turn'd to Baſilisgk, or Monſter. What can 
they fear, that they refuſe to ſee me ® unleſs they doubt 
mine eyes can dart deſtruction. T have no other Weapons 
that may fright them, and theſe (God wot ) have only 
tears to drown them. Can they believe or once ſuſpet a 
danger in viſit of a poor diſtreſſed Captive ? 1 heir hardned 
hearts I kiÞw are not ſo noble , or apt to take a gentler 
milde impreſſion, by ſeeing theſe poor ruines thus forſaken ; 
What then occaſions this ſo great a ſtrangeneſs , or makes 
them jealous of ſo poor a venture ® Are they not yet con- | 
tent in the poſſeſſion of all that once was mine, now theirs ? | 
But by what title , their Arms can better tell, than can 

their Conſcience. My miſled harmleſs Children are not 


guilty ; my Wife betrays them, and falſe Mortimer ; who 
| 


elſe | 


te 
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; elſe I know would run to ſee their Father. Tuſtly I pay| 


| take my Life, 'tis that they aim at. 1 will efteem it as an 
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the price of former folly, that let him ſcape to work mine 
own confuſion : Had he had his deſert , the price of Trea- 
fon , be had not liv'd to work me this diſhonour. But 
time will come my wrongs will be revenged , when he ſhall 
fall with his own weight unpitied. Thou wretched flate 
of Greatneſs, painted Glory, that falling find ft thine own 
the moſt perfidious; muſt thou ſtill live, and yet not worthy 
of one poor look ? It is a meer Injuſtice : Would they would 


act of pity, that, as I live, but hate. mine own Condition. 

Here with a deep figh-of ſcalding Paſſions, his tears 
break looſe afreſh , to cool their fury. All ſadly filent 
while he reſts perplexed, a ſtander by makes this un- 
civil anſwer , whom Mortimer had placed to increaſe his 
forrow. Moſt gracious Sir , the Queen your Wife , and 
Children, are juſtly jealous of your cruel nature ; they know 
too well your beat and former fury, to come too near ſo great 
and ſure a danger ; beſades, they are aſſur'd that your in- 
tentions are bent to work them hurt , or ſome foul miſchief, 
if they adventure to approach your preſence. 

The Quecn my Wife (quoth he) hath ſhe that Title, 
while I that made her ſo am leſs than nothing ® Alas poor 
wretched woman, can her invention, apt for miſchief, 
faſbion 19 one excuſe but this ſo void of reaſon ® Is there 
a poſſubility in her Suſpition ® Can I, being ſo reſolved, 
att a Murder , or can their falſe hearts dream me ſo ill- 
minded ? I am , thou ſeeſt , a poor forſaken Priſoner , as 
far from ſuch a Power, as Will td aft it ; they too well 
know it , to ſuſpect my nature. Bug I:t them wonder on, 
and ſcorn my ſorrow ;, I muſt endure , and they will taſte 
their errour. But fellow , thou that takft ſuch ſawcy 
boldneſs to charafter and ſpeak thy Sowereigns errours , 
which thou ſhould$t cover, not preſume to queſtion; Know, 
Edward's heart 3s as free from thine aſperſions , as thou or 


they from Truth or Moral Goodneſi, When he had ended 
theſe words, he retires himſelf to his Chamber, ſad and 
P p melan- 
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melancholy 3 ; thinking his Cate was hard and deſperate; 


when ſuch a paultry Groom durſt fo affront him. 

The Queen and Mortimer revelling in the height of 
their Ambition, had yet a wary eye to the main, which 
they knew principally conſiſted in the ſure keeping of 


| therr Priſoner. They ſee their plauſible income was 
but dully continued, there being a whiſpering murmur 


not ſo cloſely mutter'd, but that it came to their ears 

which ſhew'd an abſolute diſlike of the manner of their 
proceedings: Though they had all the marks and eflen- 
tial parts of Sovereignty, the name alone excepted, yet | 
they had unquiet and troubled thoughts: What they 
wiſh'd they had obtain'd , yet there was ftill ſomething 
wanting to give it perfeGion. Such is the vanity of 
our imagination, which faſhions our a period to our de- 
fires, that being obtain'd, are yet as looſe and reſtleſs. 

Ambition hath no end, but ſtill goes upward, never 
content or tully ſatisfied. If man had all that Farth 


| could give , and were ſole Monarch of the world , he 


yet would farther; and as the Giants did make War | 
with Heaven, rather than loſe thoſe Symptomes of his | 
Nature. Fear to preſerve what is unjuſtly gotten, doth 


give the new-made great one agitation , which ſome- 


thing limits his immenſe affeQtions , that do believe he 

muſt {till mount up higher , and elfe would ſwallow all 
within his compaſs. This made this pair ſtop here 
a while, to ſtrengthen and more afſure what was al- 
ready rotten : They know the people giddy, falſe, in- 
conſtant ; a feather wapg 'd would blow them to com- 
motion. They ſee the Lords , chat were their prime 
Supporters, {ceming content, in heart not ſatisfied ; the 
bough was lopr that ſhadow'd ore their greatneſs ; an- 
other was ſprung up as large and fearful ; which though 
more novle; yet no leſs aſpiring. The drooping tongue 
of the dezefted Kingaom doth grumble out his ex- 
pectations cozen'd. 


The Grievance ſtil} continues great and heavy, not 


chang 'd 
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| chang'd 1n ſubſtance , but alone in habit; a juſt com- 


paſſion aggravates the clamour , to ſee their former 
King fo hardly uſed, ſhort of his Honour, Merit, Birth, 
and Calling. " Theſe paſſages related, ringled the ears 


| of our great Mortimer ; he knew that all was now at 


| ſtake ; which unprevented muſt hurl them back 


ain 
with worſe conditions. No longer can he mince his 
own Conceptions; but plainly tells the Queen the cauſe 
muſt periſh, Edward muſt dye; this is the only refuge 
muſt make all ſure, and cleanſe this ſad ſuſpicion; fo 

as he remain d, their fear continues, as would the 
hope of them attempt their ruine. The Warranty of 
Arms had a fair colour ; that ſhould be levied to at- 
tempt his reſcue, which had a Royal ſtamp to raiſe and 
make them current. If ſuch a Proje&t ſhould be once 
in action, it would be then too "= to {eek to crols it. 
All men are apt to pity ſo great a King oppreſſed; and 
not ſo much look on what he had been, as what he is, 
and being reſtor'd he might be. 

The Queen , whole heart was yet believed 1 innocent | 
of ſuch foul Murther, i is, or at leaſt ſeems, highly diſcon- 
tented ; She acknowledges his preſent Sufferings greater 
than his Offences, or might become the King, her Lord 
and Husband ; and holds this aCt-of too too foul In- 
juſtice, hid ſtiles her Son a Homicide , and her a 
Monſter : The crimſon Guile of ſuch a crying ation 
could not eſcape the cruel hand of Vengeance: If i it 
might be concealed from humane Knowledge: the All- 
knowing Power of Heaven would lay it open. She 
thinks it more than an a& of Bloud, to kill a Husband, 
and a King, that ſometimes loved her : She thinks her 
Son not of ſo ill a nature, as to ſlip o're his Fathers 
Death untouch'd, unpuniſh'd, when that he was grown 
up in power to ſ fr it. Theſe motives made her thus 
return her An{wer. 

Let us reſolve ( dear F wind) to run all hazards, rather 


than this that is ſo foul and cruel ; let us not ſtain our| 
| Souls 


no ce 


Mortimer's 
cars tinghk, 
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| Souls with Royal Bloud and Murder, which ſeldome ſcapes 


unſeen , but never unpuniſh'd, eſpecially for ſuch a fear as 
is but caſual : while we are innocent , at worſt our danger 
is but privation of this glorious ſhadow, which Death can 
take, when we believe it ſureſt ; but if we taint the in- 
ward part with ſuch a tinflure , our proper Guilt will 
bring continual terrour , a fear that never dyes , but lives 
ftll dying. If Edward d get looſe, what non we fear 
him, So t pull 'd him down when he was great, at higheſt ? 
Why ſhould we then reſolve his Death or Murder ® this 
Help may ſerve when we are deſperate of other Remedies, 
which yet appears not. To aft ſo great a fin without com- 
prulſion, addes to the deed, and makes it far more odious ; 
nor can it plead excuſe if after queſtion'd, that hath no 
cauſe but merely Suppoſition. . Say that be were @ dead 
man, gone and hopeleſs , neither our fears or dangers are 
more leſſen'd; we are flill ſubje&t to the ſelf ſame batzard, 
and. have to boot our proper Guilt to cauſe it. Thoſe that 
do hate or envy us, can faſhion other pretexts, as fair as 
this , to ſhake us; which we ſhall better cruſh, while we 
are guiltheſs. Then think upon ſome other courſe as. ſure, 
more harmleſs ; ne're can my heart conſent to kill my Huſ- 
band. 

Mortimer being nettled with this Reply, ſo far wide 
of the aim which in his bloudy thoughts he had fo 
conſtantly reſolved on , thought he would return the 
Queen as bitter a Pill, as ſhe had given him to bire on ; 
which makes him thus reply in anger. 

Madam, who hath the time to friend, and doth negled] 
it, is juſtly falling ſeorn'd, and ſinks unpitied. Hawe you 
for this endur d ' fo bitter trpets, to be at length a foe to 
your own ſafety * Did you outrun your Troubles , ſuffering 
—_ , but to return unto your firſt condition E If it be 

, 1 muſt approve your Reaſons, and ſay your _ 
wore like your project, bopefiul ; Ton ſee your glorious M 
ning now turn d cloudy ; the K incdew doth repine to ſee our 
Greatneſs, yet bave no hope but in the King depoſed ; who 


taken | 


_—— 
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taken away , what fear can juſtly move us ? "Tour youthful 
Son we'll rule till be grows older, and in that time eſta- 
bliſh ſuch a Greatneſs , as he ſhall hardly touch or dare to 
queſtion. To caſt a world of doubts is vain and ſenſeleſs, 
where we enforc' d muſt either a& or periſh; and to be nice 
in: that hath no election, doth waſte ont time, and not pre- 
| vent the errour : If you ſtick faſt in this your tender pity, 
I nmſt in juſtice then accuſe my fortune, that gave my heart 
to ſuch a female Weakneſs. Is there a diſproportion in 
this ' ation , to keep the Crown with bloud , that was ſo 
gotten. © Is there a more reſtraint to keep than get by Trea- 
Jon ? If ſo, I yield, and will fit ftill and ruine. Had Ed- 
ward known or fear'd, he had prevented, nor you nor I had 
had the Power to hurt him : But he negleSied time,and now 
repents it ; and ſo muſt wezf” we embrace his errour. Fear 
1s far leſs in ſenſe than apparition, and makes the ſhadow 
greater than the ſubje& , which makes a faintneſs 'as the 
Fanty leads it, where is ſmall reaſott' to be ſo affefed. You 
urge: it cannot be concealed or hidden. I not deny but it 
| may be diſcovered ; ſuch deeds may yet be ſo contrived and 


whom we ſo much have wronged; let him examine our pro- 
ceedings, ſift our attions, perhaps he will forget; forgive, 
be reeonciled : and ſpare your tears , leſt that your mighty 


you may if you be pleaſed abide the tryal. Mortimer's 


bis fafety, nor his ſervice ; and therefore he will ſeek ſome 
other refuge before it be too late, and too far hopeleſs. 

With this he flings away in diſcontentment, as if he 
meant with ſpeed to quit the Kingdom. The amazed 
Queen purſues and overtakes him , who ſeem'd unwil- 
ling to prolong tlie treaty: Stay, gentle Mortimer, 
(quoth the) I am a Woman , fitter ts hear and takg-ad- 


vice, than give it ; think not I prize thee in ſo mean a 


atied, that they prevent all proof, if ' not ſuſpicion. Buy! 
why do I ſpend time in this perſwaſion ? let him get free,| 


Brother ſhould chance grow angry: if you loſe your Greatneſs, | 


reſols/ d, ſince you refuſe his judgment, you neither prize | 


þ 
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faſhion, as to deſpiſe thy Safety or thy Council. Muſt Ed- 
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ward dye, and is there no prevention ® Oh wretched ftate 


—_—_— 


of Greatneſs, frail Condition , that is preſers'd by Blond, 
fecur'd by Murder ! .F dare not ſay I yield, or yet deny i; 
Shame ſtops the one, the other Fear forbiddeth : only I beg 
] be not made partaker , or privy to the time , the means, 
the manner. With this ſhe weeps, and 'fain would have 


recanted, but ſhe ſaw in that courle a double danger. 


Mortimer, that had now what he lookt for, affures 
her he would undergo the a&t and hazard; which 
would not have moved, if not inforced by thoſe ſtrong 
motives of their certain danger. He requeſts alone the 
King might ſeal a Warrant, that he may change anew 
his former Keepers. Sir Morice Barcklaye , as it ſeems, 
had been aloof off treated with, but was. not pliable, 
or apt to faſten; he was both careful of his Charge, 
and Maſters Safety ; this takes him ſuddenly from his 
cuſtody... Sir Thomas Townrlie ſupplies | his place, with 
his old partner 3 they having received their new War- 
rant, 'and their Royal Priſoner, carry. him by ſudden 
and haſty Journeys to Cork-Caſtle, the place that in all 


by a certain Magician, who as it ſeems was his Crafts- 
maſter, that this place was to him both fatal and omi- 
nous. "Twas il] in him to ſeek by ſuch ill and unlawful 
means the knowledge of that, which being known did 
but augment his ſorrow. Whatſoever the cauſe was; 
his arrival here makes him deeply heavy, ſad and me- 
lancholy: his Keepers, to repel this humour , and to 
take him off from all fear and ſuſpicion , feed him with 
new hopes and pleaſant diſcourſe, improving his former 
entertainment both in his Diet and Attendance ; while 


| his miſgiving ſpirit ſuſpeQsthe ſue: Though he would 


fain have faſhion'd his beliet to give them credit, yet 
he had ſuch a dull cloud about his heart, it could re- 


ceive .no comfort. 
The fatal Night- i» which. he ſuffer d ſhipwrack,- ke 
eats a hearty Supper, but ſtays not to diſgeſt it ; imme- 


5 diately 


the world he moſt. hated. Some ſay that he was foretold | 


— 
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greatneſs for the preſent time keep them both from 


EDWARD the Second, 


takes his Reſt, and ſleeps ſecurely, not dreaming of his 
end fo near approaching. Midnight the Patron of this 
horrid Murder being newly come, this Crew of per- 
jurd Traitors ſteal ſoftly to his Chamber, finding him 
in a {weet and quiet Sleep, taking away his Life in that 
advantage. | 

The Hiſtorians of theſe Times differ both in the 
time, place, and manner of his Death ; yet all agree, 
that he was foully and inhumanly murther'd, yet (o, 
that there was no viſible or apparent figne which way 
'twas ated. A ſmall traCt of time diſcovers the Ators, 
and fhews evidently that it was done by an extremity 
of -Violence : they long eſcape not : though Mortimer's 


queſtion and puiſhment, yet by the Divine Juſtice they 
all meet with a miſerable and unpiticd Death ; and the 
Maſter-work-man himſelf in a few years after ſuffered 
an ignominious Execution. | 


| | | 
The Queen, who was guilty but-in circumſtance, and 


but an acceſſory to the Intention, not the Fac, taſted | 


with a bitter time of Repentance, what it was but ta 


be quoted in the Margent of ſuch a Story; ; the ſeveral | 


relations ſa variouſly expreſt of their Confeſſions, that 
were the Adors and Conſenters to this: deed, differ fo 
mainly,that it, may be better | as over in filence;than fo: 
much as touch'd; eſpecially fince if it were in that cruel | 


manner, le| is by the. major part agreed on, it was one\ 


of the moſt inhumane and barbarous ads that ever fell 
within the expreſſion of all our Engliſh Stories; fitter 
rather to be paſs'd over in-filence,than to be diſcours'd, 
fince it both diſhonoureth our Natign, and' is in the' 
Example ſo dangerous. It feems Mortimer was yet a; 
Novice to Spencer's Art, of that ſame Italian trick of 
Poyſoning , which queſtionleſs had wrought this work 
as ſurely, with a leſs noiſe, and fewer agents: It had 


dered, 


been happy if ſuch a Villany had never gain'd know-| 


ledge | ; 


_ 
diately he goes to Bed , with ſorrow heavy; aſloon he _ 


He is mur- 


— ____WP 
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| ledge or imitation in the World :- fince it came to be 
entertain'd as a neceſfary ſervant of State , no man that 
runs in oppoſition, or ſtands in the way of Greatneſs, 
is almoſt ſecure in his own houſe, or among his Friends 
or Servants. - I would to God we had- not freſh in 
our Memory ſo many bleeding Examples, or that this | 
| Diabolical Pradiice might ſtop his career with the Mif- 
| chief it hath already done : But fo long as the cloſe Cons | 
veyance is deemed a Politick Vertue, and the Inſtru- 
' ments by Power and Favour are protected, what cati be | 
| expetted, but that in ſhort time it muſt fall under the 
compaſs of a Trade or Myſtery , as fit for private Mur- 
therers as Stateſmen ? | 
But leaving the profeſſors of this execrable praQice 
to their deſerts, and that guilt which ſtill corments them; 
Thus- fell 'that unfortunate King Edward the Second, 
who by the courſe of Age and Nature might have _ 
run” many years, had not his own Diſorder, the Infi- 
| delity of his SubjeRs, and the Treachery of thoſe that 
had deprived him of his Kingdome, ſent him to an un-, 
timely Death and Ruine: 'Many Reaſons are given, 
probable enough, to inſtance the neceſſjty of his Fall, 
which queſtionleſs *may * be the fecondary means; but 


his Doom was regiſter d by the: inſcratable Providence 
of Heaven, which with'the ſelf-ſame Sentence puniſh'd 


both him and Richard the Second his great Grandchild, 
who was coequally guilty of the ſame Errours, that 
both betrayed them and the Peace of their Kingdome. 
Henry the Sixth, thongh he taſted of the ſame, Cup of 
Depoſition, 'yet there was more reafon ito docs it : 

Herry the Fourth his Grandfather 'was an Uſurper , and 
had unjuſtly got tt Crown by: pulling down the Houſe 
of Tork , and exalting that of Lancaſter, 'which in Ju-.| 
ſtice brings it back again tothe tight Inheritour ; yet 
were not thoſe times mnocent 'Ff rtioſe enormities which | 
occaſion 'd their confuſion. tetip moſt true, that Henry 
himſelf was a ſweet harmlcks condirion'd Man, religious, 


| - - wn and 
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; and full of Moral Goodneſs; but he was fitter for a 
; Cloiſter than a Crown, being tranſported with a Di- 
| vine Rapture of Contemplation, that took him off from 
| the care of all Worldly Afﬀairs ; while Margaret his 
Wite, Daughter of Reynard that ſtil'd himſelt King of 
Naples and Jeruſalem, aGted her part with a like imita- 
tion ; though ſhe had not a Gaweſton, a Spencer, or a 
Duke of Ireland, yet ſhe had a Suffolk , and a Somer- 
ſet, that could teach the. ſame way to the Deſtruction 
and Depofition of her Husband. pf 


{in their Depoſitions, Deaths, and Fortunes ; and, theſe 
alone , fince the Conqueſt of the Normans, unleſs we 
rank into the number Edward the Fifth, which-muſt be 


rannical Uncle murdered before he was Crowned : 
If we example him with them, we may it is true con- 
clude his caſe moſt miſerable, that loſt the Crown be- 
fore he enjoy'd it, or had the perfeQion of years to 
make known his Inclination. The event that followed 
the others, eſpecially the two precedent, may be fitly 
a Caution and Admonition to Poſterity, and teach 
them what it is to hazard a Kingdome , and their own 
Lives, by the continuing of a wilful Errour. Certainly 


out-liv'd their Yices, not dying by a violent hand, but 
by rhe ordinary ad caſte £24 of Nature ; they were 
more cautelous and flexible, and were content in the 
more moderate uſe of their own Vices. 

The Condition of this our Edward , the ſubje& of 
this. Story, was not in it ſelf more hurtful, than dange- 
rous to the Peace and Tranquillity of the whole King- 
dome. If by Heat of Youth, Height of Fortune, or 
the Corruptions of Nature , the Royal AﬀeCtions flic 
looſely and at random; yet if it extend no farther than 
the ſatisfaQion of the private Appetite, it may obſcure 

a 


the glory, but not ſupplanc the ſtrength and ſafety of a 
R r Scepter. 


—_ OW 


Theſe three ſympathized in their Royal Inheritance, | 


| with an impropriety, ſince he was by Richard his, /Ty- | 


we have had other Kings fully as vicious, that have | 
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'Scepter. But when it is not only vicious in it ſelf, but 
 dorh patronize it in others, not bluſhing or ſhrinking 
in the juſtification , it is a for ce-running and preſaging 
Evidence, that threatens danger, if not deſtrution. It 
is much in a King , that hath fo great a Charge deli- 
ver d over to his care and cuſtody, to be himſelf diſ- 
folute , licentious, and ill-affefted ; but when he falls 
into a ſecond errour, making more delinquents Kings, 
where one is too mnch, he brings all into diforder, and 
makes his.Kingdome rather a Stage of Oppreſlion, than 
che Theater of Juſtice, which opens the ready way to 
an enſving Miſery. The heart of the Subje& as it is 
obliged, ſo it is continued by the Majeſty and Good- 

neſs of the King: if either prove proſtitate, it unties 
the links of Aﬀedion ; thoſe loſt, the breach of Dury 
ſucceeds , which bunes after nothing but, Change and 
Innovation. The bridle of the Laws is too weak a re- 
ſtriction, eſpecially when it is infring'd. by him , that is 
moſt bound to prote& it. Neither can the King in Ju- 
ftice blame or puniſh the breach, when he himſelf goes 
the way of ſubverſion of thoſe . Precepts, which ſhould | 
preferve his Peace and Obedience. Tr is ſo ſingular and 

ſo weighty a Conſideration, that a Burthen ſhould never 
be impoſed upon the Subje&t by extent of the Prero- 
gative ; that may beget a juſt Grievance, beſides the 


grief in payment; the novelty of the a%incites to a tu- 
' muſtuous oppoſition. Where there * neither Law to 


warrant, nor fit prefident to induc. the Injuſtice of 
the demand, ſuch ations begin in Complain , which 
unredreſſed fall into an extremity , which draws with 
it a deſperate hazard. If the tye of Duty and Alle- 

geance preſerve the Obedience to the Crown inviolate, 
Fr him Ac that is the Prime Inſtrument, or Seducer; 


for he muſt be perſecuted with implacable hatred, which 
ends not until he be made a Sacrifice to expiate and | 
quench the fury, or the endangering of his Maſter by 
his unjuſt ProteQion. It isno leſs proper for the Ma- 
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jelty and Goodnels of a King , in caſe of a general 
Complaint, to Jeave thoſe great Cedars to the.trial of 
the Law, and their own purgation-; this makes known 
the integrity and equality of his Juſtice , which-ſhould 
not be extended to. the grubbing ap of Branibles and | 
Shrubs, while monſtrous Enormities of a greater height 
and danger ſcape unlopped. Fhe accumulation' of his 
Favour, though :it be a. property of his own Power, 
yer ought it in ſome meaſure to be ſatisfactory, as well 
m the preſent worth of him eleted, as in his future 
efſion; elſe in the continuance he windes hamſelf 
mto-the danger of participating his. hatred, as well as 
protection of his Errour. The eye of the. Subject waits 
curiouſly upon their Sovereigns actions , which if «they; | 
ſeem to degenerate from his Wildome and Greatneſs, 
and preferring a prwate Inconvenience before the re- 
drels of a publick Grievance, it by degrees varics the 
mregrsy of the heart ,, and begets a liberry of Speech; 
which fall ofren on the/aGtions of Revolt and Fumule. 
Neither is i proper (if there muſt be a Dotage in the 
Royal AﬀedGtions) that the objxe& of their weakneſs | 
ſhould ſway and manage the Afﬀairs of State ; ſuch an | 
Intermixture begets Confuſion , and Diſosder, accom- 
panied with Envy, Hatred, and a' world of Errours : It 
the King' be never. ſ@ innocent, yet in: this courſe| 
he cannot avoid the ations of Injuſtice. Experience|;. 
tells the right uſe of a Favourite. A good Caule A | 
the integrity of time warrants it ſelf, and needs no ſup-|] 
porter: But Imperfe&ion , Fraud, Diſhoneſty , and || 
"Weakneſs intrue Worth, fly to his proteGion, that by || 
his ſtrength they may prevail , which in Equity and | 
uſtice are meerly corrupt and counterfeit: Money, | | 
Friends, or Favour engageth him, and he his Maſter ; 
hence proceed all manner of Oppreſſion and Diſorder. 
Let the Spring-head be never ſo pure and unpolhuted, | 
| yet ſuch a Diver makes it foul and muddy. A ſmooth | 
Tongue finding a favourable hearing , ſets a fair gloſs 
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| upon the blackeſt Overture ; Love and a ſeeming Good- 


| the perfeQion of this, to thoſe better Abilities that 


non. 


neſs leads, where all ſeems currant ; which hatches 
daily broods of grief and miſchief: Thus doth the 
Kingdom ſuffer, ſo, miſguided. - Flad this unhappy ſub- 
jeft of this Story not been thus abuſed , had he been 
worlſer :far , he had fubliſted ; but when for his inglo« 
rious Minions , Gaveſton and Spencer , who ſucceſſively 
enjoy'd him , he made the Kingdome a prey to their 
Inſolence, he found both Heaven and Earth conſpir'd 
his ruine. So great a Fall theſe latter times produce 
not; a King in a potent Kingdome of his own, depoſed 
by a handful of Strangers, who principally occaſioned 
it, without ſo much as any Kinſman, Friend, or Subje&t 
that either with his Tongue or Sword declar'd himſelf 
in his Quarrel. But you may obje&, He fell by Infi- 
delity and Treaſon, as have many other that went be- 
fore and followed him. 'Tis true ; but yet withal ob- | 
ſerve, here was no ſecond Pretendents, but thoſe of 
his own, a Wife, and a Son, which were the greateſt | 
Traytors : had he not indeed been a Traytor to him- 
ſelf, they could not all have wronged him. But my 


weary.Pen doth now deſire a reſpite; wherefore leavin 


are worthy to give it; a more full expreſſion ; I reſt, 
until ſame more fortunate Subje& invite a new Rela- 
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